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Sir, . 1 

Jt is very probable that the friends, 

by whofe folicitations I was in¬ 

duced to arrange in the following 

pages my early recolledtions, ftudied 

more the amuiement I fhould derive 

from executing this talk, than any 

pleafure they could expeft from its 

completion. 

The principal object of this work 

is to record the few incidents, and the 

many virtues which diverfified and 

A 2 dif- 
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diftingttifhed the life of a moft valued 

friend. Though no manners could 

be more Ample, no notions more pri¬ 

mitive than thofe which prevailed 

among her affociates, the ftamp of 

originality with which they were 

. marked, and the peculiar circumftan- 

ces in which they flood, both with 

regard to my friend, and the infant 

fociety to which they belonged, will, 

I flatter myfelf, give an interefl: with 

refle&ing minds, even to this deful- 

tory narrative j and the mifcellany of 

defcription, obfervation, and detail, 

which it involves. 

If truth, both of feeling and nar¬ 

ration, which are its only merits, 

prove a fufficient counterbalance to 

care- 
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careleffnefs, laxity, and incoherence 

of ftyle, its prominent faults, I may 

venture to invite you, when you un¬ 

bend from the ufeful and honourable 

labours to which your valuable time 

is devoted, to trace this feeble deline¬ 

ation of an excellent* though unem- 

bellilhed character j and of the rapid 

pace with which an infant fociety has 

urged on its progrefs from virtuous 

fimplicity, to the dangerous “ know¬ 

ledge of good and evilfrom tremu¬ 

lous imbecility to felf-fufficient inde¬ 

pendence. . 

To be faithful, a delineation muff 

neceflarily be minute. Yet if this 

(ketch, with all its imperfections, be 

honoured by your indulgent perufal, 

A 3 fuch 
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fuch condefcenfion of time and talent 

muft certainly be admired, and rjiay 

perhaps be imitated by others. 

I am, Sir, very refpeflfully, 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

THE AUTHOR, 
fv ■■ •; . „ - 

IHCfin C. .4 
A 

h r- .4 . • . ■Ci < a.* 
.'London, 

, Prober, i8q8. 

* ' -4 V C -V ’’ • • . • , • ' ' * 
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INTRODUCTION. 

TO -.... 

BEAR SIR, 

qthers as well as you have expreffed a 

wilh to fee a memoir of my earlieft and 

moll valuable friend. 

To gratify you and them I feel many in¬ 

ducements, and fee many obje&ions. 

To comply with any wifh of your’s is one 

ftrong inducement. 

To pleafe myfelf with the recolle&ion of 

pad happinefs and departed worth is an¬ 

other ; and to benefit thofe into whofe 

hands this imperfect Iketch may fall, is a 

third. For the authentic record of an ex¬ 

emplary life, though delivered in the moll' 

vol, i, b unadorned 
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unadorned manner, or even degraded by po¬ 

verty of ftyle, or uncouthnefs of narration, 

has an attraction for the uncorrupted mind. 

It is the rare lot of fome exalted charac¬ 

ters, by the united power of virtues and of 

talents, to foar above their fellow-mortals, 

and leave a luminous track behind, on which 

fuccefiive ages gaze with wonder and de¬ 

light. 

But the Tweet influence of thefe benign 

Hars that now and then enlighten the page 

of hiftory, is partial and unfrequent. 

They to whom the moll important parts 

on the flage of life are allotted, if poflefled 

of abilities undirected by virtue, are too 

often 

u:WiYe to no purpofe, artful to no end,9* 

that is really good and defirable,. 

They, again, where virtue is not fup- 

ported by wifdom, are often, with the belt 

intentions, made fubfervient to the fliort- 

fighted craft of the artful and defigning. 

Hence, though we may be at times dazzled 

with the blaze of heroic atchievement, or 

content - 
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contemplate with a purer fatisfafHon thofe 

“ Awful fathers of mankind,” by whom 

nations were civilized, equitable dominion 

eftablilhed, or liberty reftored. Yet, after 

all, the crimes and miferies of mankind 

form fuch prominent features of the hiftory 

of every country, that humanity fickens at 

the retrofpedl, and mifanthropy finds an 

excufe amidft the laurels of the hero, and 

the deep-laid fchemes of the politician: 

“ And yet this partial view of things 

fC Is finely not the bed/* Burns* 
s. 

"Where fhall we feek the antidote to this 

chilling gloom left on the mind by thefe 

buftling intricate fcenes, where the belt 

chara&ers, goaded on by furious factions 

or dire neceffity, become involved in crimes 

that their fouls abhor ? 

It is the contemplation of the peaceful 

virtues in the genial atmofphere of private 

life, that can belt reconcile us to our na¬ 

ture, and quiet the turbulent emotions ex¬ 

cited by 

41 The madnefs of the crowd.’5 

But b i 
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But vice, folly, and vanity are fo noify, 

fo reftlefs, fo ready to rufli into public 

view, and fo adapted to afford food for ma¬ 

levolent curiofity, that the fmall (till voice of 

virtue, active in its own fphere, but unwil¬ 

ling to quit it, is drowned in their tumult. 

This is a remedy, however, 

66 Not obvious, not obtrufive/’ 

If we would counteract the baleful in¬ 

fluence of public vice by the contempla¬ 

tion of private worth, we muff penetrate 

into its retreats, and not be deterred from 

attending to its fimple details by the want 

of that glare and buttle with which a fic¬ 

titious or artificial character is generally fur- 

rounded. 

But in this wide field of fpeculation one 

might wander out of fight of the original 

fubjeCt. Let me then refume it, and re¬ 

turn to my objections. Of thefe the firft 

and greateft is the dread of being inaccu¬ 

rate. Embellilhed faCts, a mixture of truth 

and fiction, or what we fometimes meet 

with. 
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with, a fiditious fuperftrudure built on a 

foundation of reality, would be deteftable 

on the fcore of bad tafie, though no moral 

fenfe were concerned or confulted. ’Tis 

walking on a river half frozen that betrays 

your footing every moment. By thefe re- 

pulfive artifices no perfon of real difcern- 

rnent is for a moment impofed upon. You 

do not know exactly which part of the 

narrative is falfe ; but you are fure it is not 

all true, and therefore diftruft what is ge¬ 

nuine, where it occurs. For this reafon a 

fidion, happily told, takes a greater hold of 

the mind than a narrative of fads, evidently 

embelliflied and interwoven with inven¬ 

tions. 

I do not mean to difcredit my own vera¬ 

city. I certainly have no intention to relate 

any thing that is not true. Yet in the dim 

difiance of near forty years, unaffifted by 

written memorials, fhall I not miftake dates,., 

mifplace fads, and omit circumftances that 

form elfential links in the chain of narra¬ 

tion ? Thirty years fince, when I exprefied 

a wilh to do what I am now about to at- 

b 3 temp 
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tempt, how differently fhould I have exe- 

cu?ed it. A warm heart, a vivid imagina¬ 

tion, and a tenacious memory, were then all 

filled with a theme which 1 could not touch 

without kindling into an enthufiafm, facred 

at once to virtue and to friendlhip. Vene¬ 

rated friend of my youth, my guide, and 

my inftruCtrefs, are then the dregs of an 

enfeebled mind, the worn affections of a 

wounded heart, the imperfeCt efforts of a 

decaying memory, all that remain to confe- 

crate thy remembrance, to make known 

thy worth, and to lay on thy tomb the of¬ 

fering of gratitude ? 

My friend’s life, befides being moftly 

paffed in unruffled peace and profperity, 

affords few of thofe viciffitudes which afto- 

nifh and amufe. It is from her relations, 

to thofe with whom her aCtive benevolence 

connected her, that the chief intereft of her 

ftory (if ftory it may be called) arifes. 

This includes that of many perfons, obfcure 

indeed but for the light which her regard 

and beneficence reflected upon them. Yet 

without thofe fubordinate perfons in the 
drama* 
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drama, the adion of human life, efpecially 

fuch a life as her’s, cannot be carried on. 

Thofe can neither appear with grace, nor be 

omitted with propriety. Then, remote and 

retired as her fituation was, the variety of 

nations and charaders, of tongues and of 

complexions, with which her public fpiric 

and private benevolence conneded her, 

might appear wonderful to thofe unacquaint, 

ed with the country and the times in which 

&e lived ; without a pretty diftind view of 

which my narrative would be unintelligible. 

I mud be excufed too for dwelling, at times, 

on the recolledion of a ftate of fociety fo 

peculiar, fo utterly difiimilar to any other 

that I have heard or read of, that it exhi¬ 

bits human nature in a new afped, and is fo 

£ar an objed of rational curiofity, as well as 

a kind of phaenomenon in the hiftory of 

colonization. I forewarn the reader not 

to look for lucid order in the narration, or 

intimate connedion between its parts. I 

have no authorities to refer to, no coeval 

witnefies of fads to confult. In regard to 

the companions of my youth, I lit like the 

b 4 ** Voice 
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** Voice of Cona” alone on the heath 5 and, 

like him too, muft mufe in filence, till at 

intervals the “ Light of my foul arifes,” 

before I can call attention to “ A tale of 

other times,” in which feveral- particulars 

relative to my friend’s anceftry muft ne« 

ceftarily he included* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. I. 

Province of New York.—Origin of the Settlement 

at Albany.—Singular PofTeffion held by the Patron* 

—Account of his Tenants. 

jt is well known that the province of New 

York, anciently called Munhattoes by 

the Indians, was originally fettled by a 

Dutch colony, which came from Holland, 

I think, in the time of Charles the Second, 

Finding the country to their liking, they 

were followed by others more wealthy and 

better informed. Indeed feme of the early 

emigrants appear to have been people re- 

fpeftable both from their family and cha¬ 

racter. Of thefe the principal were the 

Cuylers, the Schuylers, the Renfelaers, the 

Delaneys, the Cortlandts, the Tinbrooks, 

and the Beckmans, who have all of them 

been fince diftinguilhed in the late civil 

wars, either as perfecuted loyalifls or trium- 

b 5 the 
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phant patriots. I do not precifely recolle£l 

the motives afligned for the voluntary 

exile of perfons who were evidently in 

circumftances that might admit of their 

living in comfort at home, but am apt to 

think that the early fettlers were thofe who 

adhered to the intereft of the Stadtholder’s 

family, a party which, during the minority 

of King William, was almoft perfecuted by 

the high republicans. They who came over 

at a later period probably belonged to the 

party which oppofed the Stadtholder, and 

which was then in its turn depreffed. Thefe 

perfons afterwards diftinguifhed themfelves 

by an averfion, almoft amounting to anti¬ 

pathy, to the Britifh army, and indeed to all 

the Britifh colonifts. Their notions were 

mean and contraded ; their manners blunt 

and auftere; and their habits fordid and 

parfimonious: as the fettlement began to 

extend they retired, and formed new efta- 

blilhments, afterwards called Firkkill, Efo- 

pus, &c. 

To the Schuylers, Cuylers, Delaneys, 

Cortlandts, and a few others, this defer ip- 

a tion 
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tion did by no means apply. Yet they 

too bore about them the tokens of former 

affluence and refpedability, fuch as family 

plate, portraits of their anceftors executed 

in a fuperior ftyle, and great numbers of ori¬ 

ginal paintings, fome of which were much 

admired by acknowleged judges. Of thefe 

the fubjeds were generally taken from fa- 

cred hiftory. 

I do not recoiled the exad time, but 

think it was during the laft years of Charles 

the Second, that a fettlement we then pof- 

feffed at Surinam was exchanged for the 

extenfive (indeed at that time boundlefs) 

province of Munhattoes, which, in com¬ 

pliment to the then heir apparent, was 

called New York. Of the part of that 

country then explored, the moll fertile and 

beautiful was fituated far inland, on the 

banks of the Hudfon’s River. This co¬ 

pious and majeftic ftream is navigable 170 

miles from its mouth for veffels of 60 or 70 

tons burthen. Near the head of it, as a 

kind of barrier againft the natives, and a 

central refort for traders, the foundation 

b 6 was 



was laid of a town called Oranienburgh, 

and afterwards by the Britifh, Albany. 

After the necedary precaution of ereft- 

ing a fmall ftockaded fort for fecurity, a 

church was built in the centre of the in¬ 

tended town, which ferved in different re- 

fpe&s as a kind of land-mark. A gentle¬ 

man of the name of Renzelaer was con- 

fidered as in a manner lord paramount of 

this city. A pre-eminence which his fuc« 

celfor ftill enjoys, both with regard to the 

town and the lands adjacent. The original 

proprietor having obtained from the high 

and mighty dates a grant of lands, which, 

beginning at the church, extended twelve 

miles in every direftion, forming a manor 

twenty-four Dutch miles in length, the 

fame in breadth, including lands not only 

of the bed quality of any in the province, 

but the mod happily fituated both for the 

purpofes of commerce and agriculture. 

This great proprietor was looked up to as 

much as republicans in a new country could 

be fuppofed to look up to any one. He 

was called the Patroon, a defignation tan- 

20 ' tamount 
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tamount to lord of the manor. Yet, m 

the diftribution of thefe lands, the fturdy 

Belgian fpirit of independence fet limits to 

the power and profits of this lord of the 

forefts, as he might then be called. None of 

thefe lands were either fold or alienated’. 

The more wealthy fettlers, as the Schuylers, 

Cuylers, &c. took very extenfive leafes of 

the fertile plains along the river, with 

boundlefs liberty of woods and pafturage, 

to the weftward. The terms were, that the 

leafe fhould hold while water runs and grafs 

grows, and the landlord to receive the tenth 

Iheaf of every kind of grain the ground 

produces. Thus ever accommodating the 

rent to the fertility of the foil, and changes 

of the feafons, you may fuppofe the tenants 

did not greatly fear a landlord, who could 

neither remove them, nor heighten their 

rents. Thus, without the pride of property, 

they had all the independence of proprie¬ 

tors. They were like German princes, 

who, after furnifhing their contingent to the 

Emperor, might make war on him when 

?u' • chofe. Befides the profits (yearly 

augmenting') 



( 14 ) 
augmenting) which the patroon drew from 

his ample poffeffions, he held in his own 

hands an extenfive and fruitful demefne. 

Yet preferving in a great meafure the fimple 

and frugal habits of his anceftors, his wealth 

was not an objefl of envy, nor a fource of 

corruption to his fellow-citizens. To the 

northward of thefe bounds, and at the 

fouthern extremity alfo, the Schuylers and 

Cuylers held lands of their own. But the 

only other great landholders I remember, 

holding their land by thofe original tenures, 

were Philips and Cortlandt; their lands lay 

alfo on the Hudfon’s River, half way down 

to New York, and were denominated 

Philips’ and Cortlandt’s manors. At the 

time of the firft fettling of the country the 

Indians were numerous and powerful along 

all the river; but they confifted of wander¬ 

ing families, who, though they affixed fome 

fort of local boundaries for diftinguilhing the 

hunting grounds of each tribe, could not 

be faid to inhabit any place. The cool and 

crafty Dutch governors being unable to 

cope with them in arms, purchafed from 

them 
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them the moll valuable trads for fome petty 

confideration. They affeded great friend- 

fhip for them; and, while confcious of their 

own weaknefs, were careful not to provoke 

hoftilities ; and they, filently and infenfibl^ 

eftablifhed themfelves to the weft. 

. 

. 

. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

.Account of the Five Nations, or Mohawk Indians.™ 

Building of the Fort at Albany.—-John and Philip * 

Schuyler. 

QN the Mohawk River, about forty miles 

diftant from Albany, there fubfifted a 

confederacy-of Indian tribes, of a very diffe¬ 

rent character from thofe mentioned in the 

preceding chapter; too fagacious to be de¬ 

ceived, and too powerful to be eradicated. 

Thefe were the once renowned five na¬ 

tions, whom any one, who remembers them 

while they were a people, will hefitate to 

call favages. Were they favages who had 

fixed habitations ; who cultivated rich 

fields; who built caftles, (for fo they called 

their not incommodious wooden houfes, 

furrounded with palifadoes;) who planted 

maize and beans, and (hewed confiderable 

ingenuity in conftruding and adorning their 

canoes. 
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canoes, arms, and clothing ? They who had 

wife though unwritten laws, and conduced 

their wars, treaties, and alliances with deep 

and found policy; they whofe eloquence 

was bold, nervous, and animated; whofe 

language was fonorous, mufical, and ex- 

prelGye j who poffeffed generous and ele¬ 

vated fentiments, heroic fortitude, and un» 

ftained probity: Were thefe indeed favages? 

The difference 

(i Of fcent the headlong Honefs between 

<e And hound fagacious* on the tainted green/* 

is not greater than that of the Mohawks in 

point of civility and capacity, from other 

American tribes, among whom, indeed, 

exifted a far greater diverfity of character, 

language, &c. than Europeans feem to be 

aware of. This little tribute to the me¬ 

mory of a people who have been, while it 

foothes the penfive recollections of the 

writer, is not fo foreign to the fubje£t as it 

xnay at firft appear. So much of the peace 

and fafety of this infant community de¬ 

pended on the friend lhip and alliance of 

thefe 
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diefe generous tribes; and to conciliate and 

retain their affe&ions fo much addrefs was 

neceflary, that common characters were un- 

equal to the talk. Minds liberal and up¬ 

right, like thofe I am about to defcribe, 

could alone excite that efteem, and preferve 

that confidence, which were efiential to¬ 

wards retaining the friendlhip of thofe va¬ 

luable allies. 

From the time of the great rebellion, fo 

many Englilh refugees frequented Holland, 

that the language and manners of our 

country became familiar at the Hague, par¬ 

ticularly among the Stadthclder’s party. 

When the province of New York fell un¬ 

der the Britilh dominion, it became necef- 

fary that every body fhould learn our lan¬ 

guage, as all public bufinefs was carried on 

in the Englilh tongue, which they did the 

more willingly, as, after the revolution, the 

acceffion of the Stadtholder to the Englilh 

crown very much reconciled them to our 

government Still, however, the Englilh 

was a kind of court language; little fpo- 

ken, and imperfectly underltood in the in¬ 

terior. 
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terior. Thofe who brought with them the 

French and Englilh languages loon acquired 

a fway over their lefs enlightened fellow 

fettlers. Of this number were the Schuy- 

lers and Cuylers, two families among whom 

intellect of the fuperior kind feemed an in¬ 

heritance, and whofe intelligence and libe¬ 

rality of mind, fortified by well-grounded 

principle, carried them far beyond the petty 

and narrow views of the reft. Habituated 

at home to centre all wifdom and all happi- 

nefs in commercial advantages, they would 

have been very ill calculated to lay the 

foundation of an infant ftate in a country 

that afforded plenty and content, as the re¬ 

ward of induftry, but where the very na¬ 

ture of the territory, as well as the ftate of 

fociety, precluded great pecuniary acquisi¬ 

tions. Their objedt here was taming favage 

nature, and making the boundlefs wild fub- 

fervient to agricultural purpofes. Commer¬ 

cial purfuits were a diftant profpedt; and 

before they became of confequence, rural 

habits had greatly changed the character of 

thefe republicans. But the commercial 

fpirit. 
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fpirit, inherent in all true Batavians, only 

flept to wake again, when the avidity of 

gain was called forth by the temptation of 

bartering for any lucrative commodity. The 

furs of the Indians gave this occafion, and 

were too foon made the objed of the avi¬ 

dity of petty traders. To the infant fettle- 

inent at Albany the conferences of this 

Ihort-fighted policy might have proved fatal, 

had not thefe patriotic leaders, by their ex¬ 

ample and influence, checked for a while 

fuch illiberal and dangerous pradices. It is 

a fad Angular and worth attending to, from 

the lefl'on it exhibits, that in all our diftant 

colonies there is no other inflance where a 

confiderable town and profperous fettle- 

ment has arifen and flourifhed, in peace and 

fafety, in the midft of nations difpofed and 

often provoked to hoftility j at a difiance 

from the protedion of fhips, and from the 

only fortified city, which, always weakly 

garrifoned, was little fitted to awe and pro- 

ted the whole province. Let it be remem¬ 

bered that the diflance from New York to 

Albany is 170 miles j and that in the in¬ 

termediate. 



( 21 ) 
termediate fpace, at the period of which I 

[peak, there was not one town or fortified 

place. The fhadow of a palifadoed fort *, 

which then exifted at Albany, was occupied 

by a fingle independent company, who did 

duty, but were difperfed through the town, 

working at various trades ; lo fcarce in¬ 

deed were artizans in this community, that 

a tradefman might in thefe days alk any 

wages he chofe. 

To return to this fettlement, which evi¬ 

dently owed its fecurity to the wifdom of 

its leaders, who always afted on the Ample 

maxim that honefty is the befi: policy j fe- 

veral miles north from Albany a confider- 

able poffeffion, called the Flats, was inha¬ 

bited by Colonel Philip Schuyler, one of 

the mod enlightened men in the province. 

This being a frontier, he would have found 

it a very dangerous fituation had he not 

* It may be worth noting, that Captain Maffey, 

who commanded this non-effective company Cot many 

' years, was the father of Mrs. Lennox, an eftimable 

character, well known for her literary productions, and 

for being the friend and protegee of Dodtor Johnfon. 

been 
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been a perfon of Angular worth, fortitude, 

and wifdom. Were I not afraid of tiring 

my reader with a detail of occurrences 

which, taking place before the birth of my 

friend, might feem irrelevant to the prefent 

purpofe, I could relate many in fiances al- 

moft incredible, of the power of mind dis¬ 

played by this gentleman in governing the 

uninftrudled without coercion or legal right. 

He pofiefied this fpecies of power in no 

common degree; his influence, with that of 

his brother John Schuyler, was exerted to 

conciliate the wandering tribes of Indians; 

and by fair traffic, for he too was a trader, 

and by fair liberal dealing, they attained 

their object. They alfo {Lengthened the 

league already formed with the five Mo¬ 

hawk nations, by procuring for them fome 

affiftance againft their enemies, the Onon- 

dagoes of the Lakes. 

Queen Anne had by this time fucceeded 

to the Stadtholder. The gigantic ambition 

of Lewis the Fourteenth actuated the re- 

motefl parts of his extenfive dominions ; 

and the encroaching fpirit of this refllefs 

nation 
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nation began to difcover itfelf in hoftilities 

to the infant colony. A motive for which 

could fcarce be difcovered, poffdling, as 

they did, already much more territory than 

they were able to occupy, the limits of which 

were undefined. But the province of New 

York was a frontier; and, as fuch, a kind 

of barrier to the fouthern colonies. It be* 

gan alfo to compete for a lhare of the fur 

trade, then very confiderable, before the 

beavers were driven back from their origi¬ 

nal haunts. In fliort, the province daily 

rofe in importance ; and being in a great 

meafure proteded by the Mohawk tribes, 

the policy of courting their alliance, and 

impretling their minds with an exalted 

idea of the power and grandeur of the Bri- 

tilh empire, became obvious. I cannot re¬ 

coiled the name of the governor at this 

time; but whoever he was, he, as well as 

the fucceeding ones, vifued the fettlement 

at Albany, to obferve its wife regulations, 

and growing profperity, and to learn max¬ 

ims of found policy from thofe whofe inte- 

refts and happinels were daily promoted by 

the pradice of it. 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Colonel Schuyler perfuades four Sachemes to acco-m* 

pany him to England,—Their Reception and Re¬ 

turn, 

jt was thought advifeable to bring over 

fome of the heads of tribes to England 

to attach them to that country: but to per- 

fuade the chiefs of a free and happy people, 

who were intelligent, fagacious, and aware 

of all probable dangers; who were ftran- 

gers to all the maritime concerns, and 

had never beheld the ocean ; to perfuade 

fuch independent and high-minded war¬ 

riors to forfake the fafety and enjoyments 

of their own country, to encounter the 

perils of a long voyage, and trufl: them- 

felves among entire ftrangers, and this 

merely to bind clofer an alliance with the 

fovereign of a diltant country — a fe¬ 

male fovereign too ; a mode of government 

>.hat mull have appeared to them very in¬ 

congruous® 
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congruous. This was no common under¬ 

taking, nor was it eafy to induce thefe 

chiefs to accede to the propofai. The prin¬ 

cipal motive for urging it was to counteract 

the machinations of the French, wfaofe 

emiflaries in thefe wild regions had even 

then begun to ftyle us, in effeCt, a nation of 

fhopkeepers ; and to imprefs the tribes 

dwelling in their boundaries with vafl: ideas 

of the power and fplendour of their grand 

monarque, while our fovereign, they faid, 

ruled over a petty ifland, and was himfelf a 

trader. To counterwork thofe fuggeftions, 

it was thought requifite to give the leaders 

of the nation (who then in faff protected 

our people) an adequate idea of our power, 

and the magnificence of our court. The 

chiefs at length confented on this only 

condition, that their brother Philip, who 

never told a lie, or fpoke without thinkings 

fhould accompany them. However this 

gentleman’s wifdom and integrity might 

qualify him for this employment, it by no 

means fuited his placid temper, fimple man¬ 

ners, and habits of life, at. once paflara! 

vql. i, c and 
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and patriarchal, to travel over feas, vifit 

courts, and mingle in the buftle of a world, 

the cuftoms of which were become foreign 

to thofe primitive inhabitants of new and 

remote regions, nor was to him no plea- 

fant undertaking. The adventure, how* 

ever, fucceeded beyond his expectation ; the 

chiefs were pleafed with the attention paid 

them, and with the mild and gracious man¬ 

ners of their queen, who at different times 

admitted them to her prefence. With the 

good Philip Ihe had many converfations, 

and made him fome valuable prefents, 

among which, I think, was her picture ; 

but this with many others was loft, in a. 

manner which will appear hereafter. Colo¬ 

nel Schuyler too was much delighted with 

the courteous affability of this princefs ; (he 

offered to knight him, which he refpeClfuI- 

ly, but pofitively refufed : and being pref- 

fed to affign his reafons, he faid he had 

brothers and near relations in humble cir- 

cumftances, who, already his inferiors in 

property, would feern as it wrere depreffed 

by*his elevation: and though it (hould have 

no 
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no fuch effefl: on her mind, it might be the 

means of awakening pride or vanity in the 

female part of his family. He returned, 

however, in triumph, having completely 

fucceeded in his million. The kings, as 

they were called in England, came back in 

full. health, deeply imprefled with edeem 

and attachment for a country which to 

them appeared the centre of arts, intelli¬ 

gence, and wifdom where they were 

treated with kindnefs and refpeff; and 

neither made the objects of perpetual exhi¬ 

bition, nor hurried about to be continually 

diftra&ed with a fuccdlion of fplendid, and 

to them incomprehenfible fights, the 

quick flrifting of which rather tends to 

harafs minds which have enough of native 

Jlrength to reflect on what they fee, with¬ 

out knowledge fufficient to comprehend it. 

It is to this childilh and injudicious mode of 

treating thofe uncivilized beings, this mode 

of rather extorting from them a tribute to 

our vanity, than taking the neceffary pains 

to inform and improve them, that the ill 

fuccefs of all fuch experiments fince have 

c a been 
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been owing, lnftead of endeavouring to 

conciliate them by genuine kindnefs, and 

by gradually and gently unfolding to them 

fimple and ufeful truths, our manper of 

treating them feerns calculated to dazzle, 

opprefs, and degrade them with a difplay 

of our fuperior luxuries and refinements!: 

which, by the elevated and fdf-denied Mo¬ 

hawk, would be regarded as unmanly and 

frivolous cbje&s, and which the voluptu¬ 

ous and low minded Otaheitean would fo far 

relifh, that the privation would feem into¬ 

lerable, when he returned to his hogs and 

his cocoas. Except fuch as have been pre*. 

vioufiy inoculated, (a precaution which voy* 

agers have rarely had the prudence or hu¬ 

manity to take.) there is fcarcely an inftance 

of favages brought to Europe that have not 

died of the Email pox j induced either by the 

infection to which they are expofed from the 

Indifcriminate crowds drawn about them, 

or the alteration in their blood, which un- 

tifual dietj liquors, clofe air, and heated 

rooms, mud neceiTarily produce. 

The prefents made to thefe adventurous 

war- 
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warriors were judicioufly adapted to their 

taiteand cuftoms. They confided of fliewy 

habits, of which all thefe people are very 

fond, and arms made purpofely in the form 

of thofe ufed in their own. country. It was 

the fortune of the writer of thefe memoirs, 

more than thirty years after, to fee that great 

warrior and faithful ally of the Britifh crown 

the redoubted King Hendrick, then fove* 

reign of the five nations, fplendidly arrayed 

in a fuit of light blue, made in an antique 

mode, and trimmed with broad filver lace; 

which was probably an heir-loom, in the 

family, prefented to his father by his good 

ally, and fider, the female, king of Eng* 

land. 

I cannot exactly fay how long Mr. 

Schuyler and his companions ftaid in Eng¬ 

land, but think they were nearly a year ab- 

fent. In thofe primeval days of the fettle- 

tnent, when our prefent rapid modes of 

tranfmitting intelligence were unknown, 

in a country fo detached and inland as that 

at Albany, the return of thefe interefting 

travellers was like the firfi. lighting of lamps 

in a city. 

c 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Return of Colonel Schuyler and the Sachems' to the 

interior.—Literary Acquifitions.—Dillinguifhes and 

mftru&s fcis favourite Niece.—.Manners of the Set¬ 

tlers* 

tjvhis fagadous and intelligent patriot 

thus brought to the foot of the Britifh 

throne the high .fptrlted rulen of the 

boundlefc wild, who, alike heedlefs of the 

power and fplendour of diftant monarchs, 

were accuftomed to fay with Fingal, ci fuffi- 

cient for me is the defart, with all deer and 

woods.” It may eafily be fuppofed that fuch 

a mind as Philip’s was equally fitted to ac¬ 

quire and communicate intelligence. He who 

had converfed with Addifon, Marlborough, 

and Godolphin, who had gratified the cu- 

riofity of Oxford and Bolingbroke, of 

Arbuthnot and of Gay, with accounts of 

nature in her priftine garb, and of her chil¬ 

dren in their primitive fimplicity ; he who 

could 
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could do all this, no doubt received ample 

returns of various information from thofe 

bell qualified to give it, and was befides a 

diligent obferver. Here he improved a 

talte for literature, native to him, for it 

had not yet taken root in this uncultivated 

foil. He brought home the Spectator and the 

tragedy of Cato, Windfor Foreft, Young’s 

poem on the Lad Day, and in Ihort all the 

works then published of that conftellation 

of wits which diftinguiihed the lad female 

reign. Nay more, and better, he brought 

Paradife Loft j which in after-times afforded 

fuch delight to fome branches of his family, 

that to them 

“ Paradife (indeed) feemed opened in the wild.” 

But to return to our Sachems, from 

whom we have too long digreffed: when 

they arrived at Albany, they did not, as 

might be expected, haften home to com¬ 

municate their difcoveries, or difplay their 

acquifitions. They fummoned a congrefs 

there, not only of the elders of their own 

nation, but the chiefs of all thofe with 

c 4 whom 
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whom they were in alliance.. This folenm 

meeting was held in the Dutch church. 

In the prefent deprefl'ed and di mini (bed 

ftate of thefe once powerful tribes, fo few 

traces of their wonted energy remain, that it 

could fcarce be credited, were I able to relate 

with what bold and flowing eloquence they 

clothed their conceptions; powerful rea- 

foning, emphatic language, and graceful 

aflion, added force to their arguments; 

while they perfuaded their adherents to re¬ 

nounce all connexion with the tribes under 

the French influence $ and form a lading 

league, offenfiye and defenfive, with that 

great queen, whofe mild majefly had fo deep¬ 

ly irnpreffed them : and the mighty people 

whole kindnefs had gratified, and whofe 

power had aflonifhed them, whofe popu¬ 

lous cities fwarmed with arts and commerce, 

and in whofe floating cafiles they had rode 

fafely over the ocean. I have feen a vo¬ 

lume of the fpeeches of thefe Mohawks pre- 

ferved by Colonel Schuyler; they were li¬ 

terally tranflated, fo that the native idiom 

was preferred ; which, inftead of appearing 

un- 



uncouth, Itemed to add to their ftrength 

and fublimity. 

When Mr. Schuyler returned from Eng¬ 

land, about the year 1709, his niece Cata¬ 

lina, the fubjed of this narrative, was about 

feven years old ; he had a daughter and Tons, 

yet this child was early diftinguifhed above 

the reft for docility, a great deftre of 

knowledge, and an even and pleaftng tem¬ 

per ; this her uncle early obferved. It was 

at that time very difficult to procure the 

means of inftrudion in thofe inland diftrids ; 

female education of confequence was con¬ 

ducted on a very limited fcale ; girls learnt 

needle work (in which they were indeed 

both fkilful and ingenious) from their 

mothers and aunts; they were taught too 

at that period to read, in Dutch, the bible 

arid a few Calvinift trads of the devotional 

kind. But in the infancy of the fettle- 

ment few girls read English; when they 

did, they were thought accomplifhed ; they 

generally fpoke it, however imperredly, 

and few were taught writing. This confined 

education precluded elegance; yet, though 

c 5 there 
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there was no polifh, there was no vulgarity. 

The dregs of the people, who fubfide to the 

bottom of the mafs, are not only degraded 

by abje& poverty, but fo utterly (hut out 

from intercourfe with the more enlightened, 

and fo rankled with envy at feeling them- 

felves fo, that a fenfe of their condition 

gradually debafes their minds; and this 

degradation communicates to their man¬ 

ners, the vulgarity of which we complain. 

This more particularly applies to the lower 

clafs in towns ; for mere fimplicity, or even 

-a ruilic bluntnefs, I would by no means call 

vulgarity. At the fame time thefe unembel - 

lifted females had more comprehenfion of 

mind, more variety of ideas, more in ftort 

of what may be called original thinking, 

than could eafily be imagined. Their 

thoughts were not like thofe of other illite¬ 

rate women, occupied by the ordinary de¬ 

tails of the day, and the goffiping tattle of 

the neighbourhood. The life of new fet- 

ilers, in a fituation like this, where the very 

Foundations of fociety were to be laid, was 

a life of exigencies. Every individual took 

an 
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an intereft in the general welfare, and con¬ 

tributed their refpedtive shares of intelligence 

and fagacitv to aid plans that embraced 

important objedls relative to the common 

good. Every day called forth fome new 

expedient, in which the comfort or advan¬ 

tage of the whole was implicated ; for there 

were no degrees but thofe affigned to 

worth and intellect. This fingular commu¬ 

nity feemed to have a common dock, not 

only of fufferings and enjoyments, but of 

information and ideas; fome pre-eminence, 

in point of knowledge and abilities, there 

certainly was, yet thofe who poffeffed it 

feemed fcarcely confcious of their fuperi- 

ority ; the daily occafions which called forth 

the exertions of mind, fharpened fagacity, 

and ftrengthened character; avarice and 

vanity were there confined to very narrow 

limits; of money there was little ; and drefs 

was, though in fome inftances valuable, 

very plain, and not fubjeff to the caprice 

of falhion. The wolves, the bears, and 

the enraged or intoxicated favages, that 

always hung threatening on their bounda¬ 

ries, made them more and more endeared 

c 6 to 
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£o each other. In this calm infancy of focie- 

ty, the rigours of law flepf, becaufe the 

fury of turbulent paflions had not awaken¬ 

ed it. Fafliion, that capricious tyrant over 

adult communities, had not ereded her 

ftandard; that ftandard, to which the 

looks, the language, the very opinions of 

her fubjeds mull be adjufted. Yet no per- 

fon appeared uncouth, or ill bred, becaufe 

there was no accomplilhed ftandard of com¬ 

panion. They viewed no fuperior with 

fear or envy $ and treated no inferior with 

contempt or cruelty ; ferviiity and infolence 

were thus equally unknown: perhaps they 

were lefs folicitous either to pleafe or to 

fhine than the members of more polifhed 

focieties; becaufe, in the firft place, they 

had no motive either to dazzle or deceive j 

and in the next, had they attempted if, 

they felt there was no alfuming a charader 

with fuccefs, where their native one was fo 

well known. Their manners, if not ele¬ 

gant and poliftted, were at leafl eafy and 

independent: the conftant efforts neceffary 

to extend their commercial and agricultu¬ 

ral poffeffions, prevented indolence j and 

in- 
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induftry was the certain path to plenty. 

Surrounded on all fides by thofe whom the 

leall inftance of fraud, infolence, or grafp- 

ing meannefs, would have rendered irrecon- 

cileable enemies, they were at firft obliged 

to t£ aflume a virtue if they had it not •” 

and every circumftance that renders vir¬ 

tue habitual, may be accounted a happy 

one. I may be told that the virtues I de- 

fcribe were chiefiy thofe of fituation. I ac¬ 

knowledge it. It is no more to be expedled 

that this equality, fimplicity, and modera¬ 

tion, fhould continue in a more advanced 

date of fociety, than that the fublime tran¬ 

quillity, and dewy frefhnefs, which adds a 

namelefs charm to the face of nature, in 

the dawn of a fummer morning, fhould 

continue all day. Before increafed wealth 

and extended territory ; thefe “ waflel days” 

quickly receded j yet it is pleafing to in¬ 

dulge the remembrance of a fpot, where 

peace and felicity, the refult of moral ex¬ 

cellence, dwelt undifturfced, for, alas! 

hardly for a century. 

CHAR 
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C H A ?• V. 

State of Religion among the Settlers.—ItiftruAIon of 

Children devolved on Females—to whom the Charge 

of Gardening, See. was alfo committed.—Sketch of 

the State of the Society at New York, 

| must finilh this general outline, by fay¬ 

ing fomething of that religion which 

gave liability and effedi to the virtues of this 

infant fociety. Their religion,, then, like 

their original national character, had in it 

little of fervour or enthufiafm : their man¬ 

ner of performing religious duties v/as re¬ 

gular and decent, but calm, and to more 

ardent imaginations might appear mechani¬ 

cal. None ever doubled of the great 

truths of revelation, yet few feemed to 

dwell on the refult with that lively delight 

which devotion produces in minds of keener 

fenfibility. If their piety, however, was 

without enthufiafm, it was alfo without 

bigotry: they wilhed others to think as 

they 



( 39 ) 
they did, without {hewing rancour or con¬ 

tempt towards thofe who did not. In many 

individuals, whofe lives feemed governed 

by the principles of religion, the fpirit of 

devotion feemed to be quiefcent in the 

heart, and to break forth in exigencies 5 

yet that monfter in nature, an impious wo¬ 

man, was never heard of among them. 

Indeed it was on the females that the 

talk of religious infhu&ion generally de¬ 

volved; and in all cafes where the heart is. 

interested, whoever teaches, at the fame 

time learns. 

Before I quit this fubjeft, I mud ob- 

ferve a lingular coincidence; not only the 

training of children, but of plants, fuch as 

needed peculiar care or Ikiil to rear them, 

was the female province. Every one in 

town or country had a garden ; but all the 

more hardy plants grew in the field, in 

rows, amidft the hills, as they were called, 

of Indian corn. Thefe lofty plants Iheltered 

them from the fun, while the fame hoeing 

ferved for both: there cabbages, potatoes, 

and other efculent roots, vvith variety of 

gourds, 
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gourds, grew to a great fize, and were of 

an excellent quality. Kidney-beans, afpa- 

ragus, celery, great variety of fallads and 

fweet herbs, cucumbers, &c., were only 

admitted into the garden, into which no 

foot of man intruded, after it was dug in 

fpring. Here were no trees, thofe grew; 

in the orchard in high perfe&ion ; in thefe 

ftrawberries and many high flavoured wild 

fruits of the fhiub kind abounded fo much 

in the woods, that they did not think of 

cultivating them in their gardens, which 

were extremely neat, but fmall, and not 

by any means calculated for walking in. 

I think I yet fee what I have fo often ber 

held both in town and country, a refpeff- 

able miftrefs of a family going out to her 

garden, in an April morning, with her 

great calalh, her little painted bafket of 

feeds, and her rake over her fhoulder, to 

her garden labours. Thefe were by no 

means figurative, 

4< From morn till noon, from noon till dewy eve,” 

A woman, in vei-y eafy circumflances, and 

abun» 
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abundantly gentle in form and manners, 

would fow, and plant, and rake,, incef- 

fantly. Thefe fair gardeners too were 

great florifls : their emulation and Solicitude 

in this pleafing employment, did indeed 

produce “ flowers worthy of Paradife.” 

Thefe, though not fet in curious knots,” 

were arranged in beds, the varieties of each 

kind by themfelves ; this, if not var ied and 

elegant, was at lead; rich and gay. To the 

Schuylers this description did not apply $ 

they had gardeners, and their gardens were 

laid out in the European manner. 

Perhaps I (hould referve my defcription 

of the manner of living in that country for 

that period, when by the exertions of a few 

humane and enlightened individuals it af- 

fumed a more regular and determinate form. 

Yet as the fame outline was preferved 

through all the ftages of its progreflion, I 

know' not but that it may be belt to {ketch 

it entirely, before I go further $ that the 

few and Ample fa&s which my narrative 

aft'prds may not be clogged by explana¬ 

tions relative to the cuftoms, or any other 

pecu* 
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peculiarities which can. only be underflood 

by a previous acquaintance with the nature 

of the country, its political relations, and 

the manners of the people : my recollection 

all this while has been merely confined to 

Albany, and its precincts. At New York 

there was always a governor, a few troops, 

and a kind of little court kept; there too 

was a mixed, and in fonie degree, polifhed 

fociety. To this the acceffion of many fa¬ 

milies of French hugonots, rather above 

the middling rank, contributed not a little t 

thofe eonfdentious exiles had more know¬ 

ledge and piety than any other clafs of the 

Inhabitants 5 their religion feerned indeed 

endeared to them, by what they had fuf- 

fered for adhering to it. Their number and 

wealth was fuch, as enabled them to build 

not only a ftreet, but a very refpe&able 

church in the new city. In this place of 

worfhip fervice continued to be celebrated 

in the French language within my recol¬ 

lection, though the original congregation 

was by that time much blended in the mafs 

of general fociety. It was the cuftom. of 

the 
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the inhabitants of the upper fettlementj 

who had any pretenfions to fuperior culture 

or pol;lh, among which number Mr. Schuy¬ 

ler Hood foremoft, to go once in a year to 

New York, where all the law-courts were 

held, and all the important bufinefs of the pro¬ 

vince tranfacted, here too they fent their chil¬ 

dren occasionally to refide with their rela¬ 

tions, and to learn the more polilhed man¬ 

ners and language of the capital. The in¬ 

habitants of that city, on the other hand, 

delighted In a fummer exeurfion to Albany. 

The beautiful, and in fame places highly 

fmgular banks of the river, rendering a 

voyage to its fource both arnufmg and 

interefting, while the primitive manners of 

the inhabitants diverted the gay and idle, 

and pleafed the thoughtful and fpeculative. 

Let me now be indulged in drawing 

a picture of the abode of my childhood 

juft as, at this time, it prefents itfelf to my 

mind. 

CHAR 
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CHAP. VI. 

Dcfcriptiori of Albany.—Manner of living there.*=* 

Hermitage, &c. 

rj~'"HE city of Albany was ftrefehed along 

the banks of Hudfon; one very wide and 

long ftreet lay parallel to the river, the in¬ 

termediate fpace between it and the fhore 

being occupied by gardens. A fmall, but 

fteep hill rofe above the centre of the town, 

on which flood a fort, intended (but very 

ill adapted) for the defence of the place, 

and of the neighbouring country. From 

the foot of this hill, another ftreet was 

built, Hoping pretty rapidly down till it 

joined the one before mentioned that ran 

along the river. This ftreet was ftiib wider 

than the other y it was only paved on each 

fide, the middle being occupied by public 

edifices. Thefe confifted of a market-place, 

or guard-houfe, a town hall, and the Eng- 

lift 
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lilh and Dutch churches. The Englifh 

church, belonging to the epifcopal perfua- 

fion, and in the diocefe of the biihop of 

London, flood at the foot of the hill, at 

the upper end of the frreet. The Dutch 

church was fituated at the bottom of the 

defcent where the flreet terminated ; two 

irregular ftreets, not fo broad, but equally 

long, ran parallel to thofe, and a few even 

ones opened between them. The town, in 

proportion to its population, occupied a great 

fpace of ground. This city, in (hort, Was 

a kind of femi-rural eftablilhment; every 

houfe had its garden, well, and a little 

green behind ; before every door a tree 

was planted, rendered interefting by being 

coeval with fome beloved member or the 

family ; many of their trees were of a pro¬ 

digious fize and extraordinary beauty, 

but without regularity, every one planting 

the kind that bed pleafed him, or which he 

thought would afford the mod agreeable 

fhade to the open portico at his door, which 

was furrounded by feats, and afcended by a 

few 
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few fteps. It was in thefe that each domef- 

tic group was feated in fummer evenings 

to enjoy the balmy twilight, or ferenely 

clear moonlight. Each family had a cow, 

fed in a common pafture at the end of the 

town. In the evening they returned all to¬ 

gether, of their own accord, with their tink¬ 

ling bells hung at their necks, along the 

wide and grafly flreet, to their wonted 

Sheltering trees, to be milked at their maf- 

ter’s doors. Nothing could be more plea- 

frng to a Ample and benevolent mind than 

to fee thus, at one view, all the inhabitants 

of a town, which contained not one very 

rich or very poor, very knowing or very 

ignorant, very rude or very polifhed indi¬ 

vidual; to fee ail thefe children of nature 

enjoying in eafy indolence, or focial inter¬ 

course, 

4f The cool, the fragrant, and the dufky hour,’9 

clothed in the plained habits, and with 

minds as undifguifed and artlefs. Thefe 

primitive beings were difperfed in porches 

fgrouped according to firailarity of years and 

in- 
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inclinations. At one door young matrons, 

at another the elders of the people, at a 

third the youths and maidens, gaily chatting 

or finging together, while the children 

played round the trees, or waited by the 

cows, for the chief ingredient of their fru¬ 

gal fupper, which they generally ate fitting 

on the fteps in the open air. This pi&ure, 

fo familiar to my imagination, has led me 

away from my purpofe, which was to de- 

fcribe the rural oeconomy, and modes of 

living in this patriarchal city. At one end 

of the town, as I obferved before, was a 

common pafture where all the cattle belong¬ 

ing to the inhabitants grazed together. A 

never-failing Inftindt guided each home to 

her matter's door in the evening, where, 

being treated with a few vegetables and a 

little fat, which is indifpenfably neceffary 

for cattle in this country, they patiently 

waited the night $ and after being milked 

in the morning, they went olf in flow and 

regular proceflion to their pafture. At the 

other end of the town was a fertile plain 

10 along 
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along the river, three miles in length, and 

near a mile broad. This was all divided 

into lots, where every inhabitant raifed 

Indian corn fufficient for the food of two 

or three flaves, (the greateft nnmber that 

each family ever pofleffed,) and for his 

horfes, pigs, and poultry : their flour and 

other grain they purchafed from farmers in 

the vicinity. Above the town, a long 

ftretch to the weftward was occupied firft 

by fandy hills, on which grew bilberries of 

uncommon fize and flavour in prodigious 

quantities ^ beyond, rife heights of a poor 

hungry foil, thinly covered with ftunted 

pines, or d warf oak. Yet in this compara¬ 

tively barren tra£l, there were feveral wild 

and pi&urefque fpots, where finall brooks, 

running in deep and rich bottoms, nourifli- 

ed on their banks every vegetable beauty { 

there fome of the mod induftrious early fet- 

ilers had cleared the luxuriant wood from 

thefe charming little glens, and built neat 

cottages for their flaves, furrounded with 

little gardens and orchards, fheltered from 

3 every 
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every blaft, wildly pi&urefque, and richly 

produ&ive. Thofe fmail fequeftered vales 

had an attra&ion that I know not how to 

defcribe, and which probably refulted from 

the air of deep repofe that reigned there, 

and the drong contrail which they exhi¬ 

bited to the furrounding ilerility. One of 

thefe was in my time inhabited by a hermit. 

He was a Frenchman, and did not feem to 

infpire much veneration among the Alba¬ 

nians. They imagined, or had heard, that 

he retired to that folitude in remorfe for 

fome fatal duel in which he had been en¬ 

gaged ; and confidered him as an idolater 

becaufe he had an image of the Virgin in 

his hut. I think he retired to Canada at 

lad; but I remember being ready to wor- 

fhip him for the fandtity with which my 

imagination inveded him, and being cruelly 

disappointed becaufe I was not permitted to 

vifit him. Thefe cottages were in dimmer 

occupied by fome of the negroes who cul¬ 

tivated the grounds about them, and ferved 

as a place of joyful liberty to the children, 

VOL. i. d of 
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of the family on holidays, and a nurfery 

for the young negroes, whom it was the 

cuftom to rear very tenderly, and inftruft 

very carefully. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Gentle Treatment of Slaves among the Albanians.™ 
Confequent Attachment of Domefties.—Reflec- . 

tions on Servitude. 

j'N the fociety I am defcribing, even the 

dark afpedl of flavery was foftened into a 

fmile. And I mull, in juftice to the beft 

poffible mailers, fay, that a great deal of 

that tranquillity and comfort, to call it by 

no higher name, which diltinguilhed this 

fociety from all others, was owing to the 

relation between mailer and fervant being 

better underllood here than in any other 

place. Let me not be detefted as an advo¬ 

cate for flavery when I fay that I think I 

have never feen people fo happy in fervi- 

tude as the domellics of the Albanians. 

One reafon was, (for I do not now fpeak of 

the virtues of their mailers,) that each family 

had few of them, and that there were no 

field negroes. They would remind one of 

d 2 Abra- 
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Abraham’s fervants, who were all born in 

the houfe, which was exactly their cafe. 

They were baptifed too, and lhared the 

fame religious inftru&ion with the children 

of the family; and, for the firft: years, there 

was little or no difference with regard to 

food or clothing between their children and 

thofe of their matters. 

When a negroe-woman’s child attained 

the age of three years, the firft New Year’s 

Day after it was folemnly prefenced to a 

fon or daughter, or other young relative of 

the family, who was of the fame fex with 

the child fo prefented. The child to whom 

the young negroe was given immediately 

prefented it with fome piece of money and 

a pair of fhoes; and from that day the 

ftrongeft attachment fubfifted between the 

domeftic and the deftined owner. I have 

no where met with inftances of friendfhip 

more tender and generous than that which 

here fubfifted between the Haves and their 

matters and miftrefies. Extraordinary 

proofs of them have been often given in 

the courfe of hunting or Indian trading, 

when 
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when a young man and his Have have gone 

to the tracklefs woods together, in the cafe 

of fits of the ague, lofs of a canoe, and 

other cafualties happening near hoftile In¬ 

dians. The Have has been known, at the 

imminent rilk of his life, to carry his dis¬ 

abled mafter through tracklefs woods with 

labour and fidelity fcarce credible j and the 

matter has been equally tender on fimilar 

occafions of the humble friend who ftuck 

clofer than a brother j who was baptifed 

with the fame baptifm, nurtured under the 

fame roof, and often rocked in the fame 

cradle with himfelf. Thefe gifts of do- 

meftics to the younger members of the fa¬ 

mily were not irrevocable: yet they were 

very rarely withdrawn. If the kitchen 

family did not increafe in proportion to that 

of the mafter, young children were pur-. 

chafed from forne family where they 

abounded, to furnilh thofe attached fer~ 

vants to the riling progeny. They were 

never fold without confulting their mother, 

who, if expert and fagacious, had a great 

deal to fay in the family, and would not 

» 3 allow 
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allow her child to go into any family with 

whofe domeftics fhe was not acquainted. 

Thefe negroe-women piqued themfelves on 

teaching their children to be excellent fer- 

vants, well knowing fervitude to be their 

lot for life, and that it could only be fweet- 

ened by making themfelves particularly 

ufeful, and excelling in their department. 

If they did their work well, it is aftonilhing, 

when I recoiled it, what liberty of fpeech 

was allowed to thofe adive and prudent 

mothers. They would chide, reprove, and 

expoftulate in a manner that we would not 

endure from our hired fervants ; and fome- 

times exert fully as much authority over the 

children of the family as the parents, con- 

feious that they were entirely in their power. 

They did not crufli freedom of fpeech and 

opinion in thofe by whom they knew they 

were beloved, and who watched with in- 

ceffant care over their intereft and comfort. 

Affedionate and faithful as thefe home-bred 

fervants were in general, there were fome 

inftances (but very few) of thofe who, 

through levity of mind, or a love of liquor 

or 
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finery, betrayed their truft, or habitually 

negle&ed ther duty. In thefe cafes, after 

every means had been ufed to reform them, 

no fevere punifhments were inflifted at 

home. But the terrible fentence, which 

they dreaded worfe than death, was paft—- 

they were fold to Jamaica. The neceffity 

of doing this was bewailed by the whole 

family as a moft dreadful calamity, and the 

culprit was carefully watched on his way to 

New York, left he fhould evade the fen¬ 

tence by felf-deftru&ion. 

One muft have lived among thofe placid 

and humane people to be fenfible that fer- 

vitude, hopelefs, endlefs fervitude, could 

exift with fo little fervility and fear on the 

one fide, and fo little harfhnefs or even 

fternnefs of authority in the other. In Eu¬ 

rope, the footing on which fervice is placed 

in confequence of the corruptions of fociety, 

hardens the heart, deftroys confidence, and 

embitters life. The deceit and venality of 

fervants not abfolutely difhoneft, puts it 

out of one’s power to love or truft them. 

And if in hopes of having people attached 

©4 to 
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** to us, who will neither betray our confi¬ 

dence, nor corrupt our children, we are at 

pains to rear them from childhood, and 

give them a religious and moral education j 

after all our labour, others of their own 

clafs feduce them away to thofe who can 

afford to pay higher for their ferviees. This 

is not the cafe in a few remote diftrids, 

where furrounding mountains feem to ex¬ 

clude the contagion of the world, fome 

traces of fidelity and affedion among do- 

medics flill remain. But it muff be re¬ 

marked that, in thofe very diftrids, it is 

ufual to treat inferiors with courtefy and 

kindnefs, and to confider thofe domeftics 

who marry out of the family as holding a 

kind of relation to it, and dill claiming pro- 

tedion. In fhort, the corruption of that 

clafs of people is, doubtlefs,'to be attributed 

to the example of their fupericrs. But how 

feverely are thofe fuperiors punifhed ? Why 

this general indifference about home; why 

are the houfehold gods, why is the facred 

hearth fo wantonly abandoned ? Alas ! th& 

charm of home is deftroyed, fmce our 

children. 
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children, educated in diftant feminaries, are 

(hangers in the paternal manfion ; and our 

fervants, like mere machines, move on their 

mercenary track without feeling or exciting 

one kind or generous fentiment. Home, 

thus defpoiled of all its charms, is no longer 

the fcene of any enjoyments but fuch as 

wealth can purchafe. At the fame time we 

feel there a namelefs cold privation, and 

confcious that money can coin the fame 

enjoyments with more variety elfewhere. 

We fubflitute thefe futile and evanefcent 

pleafures for that perennial fpring of calm 

fatisfaclion, “ without o’erflowing full/* 

which is fed by the exercife of the kindly 

affections, and foon indeed muff thofe flag* 

nate where there are not proper objeCts to 

excite them. I have been forced into this 

painful digreffion by unavoidable compari* 

fons. To return :— 

Amidft all this mild and really tender in* 

dulgence to their negroes, thefe colonifts 

had not the fmalleft fcruple of confcience 

with regard to the right by which they held 

them infubjeClion. Had that been the cafe, 

d 5 their 
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their Angular humanity would have been 

incompatible with continued injuftice. But 

the truth is, that of law the generality of 

thofe people knew little ; and of philofophy, 

nothing at all. They fought their code of 

morality in the Bible, and there imagined 

they found .this haplefs race condemned to 

perpetual flavery ; and thought nothing 

remained for them but to lighten the chains 

of their fellow Chriftians, after having made 

them fuch. Tiiis I neither “ extenuate,” 

nor “ fet down in malice,” but merely re¬ 

cord the fa£l. At the fame time it is but 

juftice to record alfo a Angular inftance of 

moral delicacy diflinguilhing this fettlement 

from every other in the like circumftances, 

though, from their Ample and kindly modes 

of life, they were from infancy in habits of 

familiarity with thefe humble friends, yet 

being early taught that nature had placed 

between them a barrier, which it was in a 

high degree criminal and difgraceful to 

pafs, they conAdered a mixture of fuch 

diftinft races with abhorrence, as a viola¬ 

tion of her laws. This greatly conduced 

to 
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to the prefervation of family happinefs and 

concord. An ambiguous race, which the 

law does not acknowledge; and who (if 

they have any moral fenfe, muft be as much 

afhamed of their parents as thefe lad are of 

them) are certainly a dangerous, becaufe 

degraded part of the community. How 

much more fo muft be thofe unfortunate 

beings who (land in the predicament of the 

bat in the fable, whom both birds and beads 

difowned ? 1 am forry to fay that the pro- 

grefs of the Britifh army, when it arrived, 

might be traced by a fpurious and ambigu¬ 

ous race of this kind. But of a mulatto 

born before their arrival I only remember a 

Angle inftance ; and from the regret and 

wonder it occaAoned, confidered it as An¬ 

gular. Colonel Schuyler, of whom I am to 

fpeak, had a relation fo weak and defe&ive 

in capacity, that he never was intruded 

with any thing of his own, and lived an. 

idle bachelor about the family. In procefs 

of time a favourite negroe-woman, to the 

great offence and fcandal of the family, 

bore a child to him, whofe colour gave tef- 

d 6 timony 
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rimony to the relation. The boy was care¬ 

fully educated; and when he grew up a 

farm was allotted to him well flocked and 

fertile, but “ in depth of woods embraced,” 

about two miles back from the family feat. 

A deflitute white woman, who had forae- 

how wandered from the older colonies, was 

Induced to marry him ; and all the branches 

of the family thought it incumbent on them 

now and then to pay a quiet vifit to Chalk 

(for fo, for fome unknown reafon, they al¬ 

ways called him). I have been in Chalk’s 

houfe myfelf, and a moft comfortable abode 

it was; but confidered him as a myfterious 

and anomalous being. 

1 have dwelt the longer on this Angular 

inftance of flavery, exifling devoid of its 

attendant horrors, becaufe the fidelity and 

affection refulting from a bond of union fo 

early formed between mafter and fervant 

contributed fo very much to the fafety of 

individuals, as well as the general comfort 

of fociety, as will hereafter appear. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII 

Education and early Habits of the Albanians 
defcribed6 

he foundations both of friendfhip and 

(till tenderer attachments were here 

laid very early by an inftitution which 

I always thought had been peculiar to 

Albany, till I found in Dr. Moore’s 

View of Society on the Continent an ac¬ 

count of a fimilar cuftom fubfifting in 

Geneva. The children of the town were 

all divided into companies, as they called 

them, from five or fix years of age, till they 

became marriageable. How thofe compa¬ 

nies firft originated, or what were their 

exadc regulations, I cannot fay; though I, 

belonging to none, occafionally mixed with 

feveral, yet always as a ftranger, though 

1 fpoke their current language fluently. 

Every company contained as many boys as 

girls. But I do not know that there was 

any 
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any limited number ; only this 1 recoiled, 

that a boy and a girl of each company, who 

were older, cleverer, or had fome other 

pre-eminence above the reft, were called 

heads of the company, and, as fuch, obeyed 

by the others. Whether they were voted 

in, or attained their pre-eminence by a tacit 

acknowledgement of their fuperiority, I 

know not; but however it was attained it 

was never difputed. The company of little 

children had alfo their heads. All the 

children of the fame age were not in one 

company ; there were at ieaft three or four 

of equal ages, who had a ftrong rivalry with 

each other; and children of different ages, 

in the fame family, belonged to different 

companies. Wherever there is human na¬ 

ture there will be a degree of emulation, 

ftrife, and a defire to leffen others, that we 

may exalt ourfelves. Difpaflionate as my 

friends comparatively were, and bred up in 

the high eft attainable candour and inno¬ 

cence, they regarded the company moft in 

competition with their own with a degree 

of jealous animofity. Each company, at a 

i certain 
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certain time of the year, went in a body to 

gather a particular kind of berries, to the 

hills. It was a fort of annual feftival, at¬ 

tended with religious punctuality. ' Every 

company had an uniform for this purpofe; 

that is to fay, very pretty light balkets made 

by the Indians, with lids and handles, which 

hung over the arm, and were adorned with 

various colours. One company would 

never allow the leaft degree of tafte to the 

other in this inftance ; and was fare to vent 

its whole flock of fpleen in decrying the 

rival bafkets. Nor would they ever admit 

that the rival company gathered near fo 

much fruit on thefe excurflons as they did. 

The parents of thefe children feemed very 

much to encourage this manner of marfhal- 

ling and dividing themfelves. Every child 

was permitted to entertain the whole com¬ 

pany on its birth-day, and once befides, 

during winter and fpring. The matter and 

miftrefs of the family always were bound to 

go from home on thefe occafions, while 

fome old domeflic was left to attend and 

watch over them, with an ample proviflon 

of 
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of tea, chocolate, preferved and dried fruits, 

nuts, and cakes of various kinds, to which 

was added cyder or a fyllabub, for thefe 

young friends met at four, and did not part 

till nine or ten, and arnufed themfelves with 

the utmoft gaiety and freedom in any way 

their fancy diflated. I fpeak from hearfay; 

for no perfon that does not belong to the 

company is ever admitted to thefe meet¬ 

ings : other children or young people vifit 

occafionally, and are civilly treated, but 

they admit of no intimacies beyond their 

company. The confequence of thefe ex- 

clufive and early intimacies was, that, grown 

up, it was reckoned a fort of apoftacy to 

marry out of one’s company, and indeed it 

did not often happen. The girls, from the 

example of their mothers, rather than any 

compulfion, became very early notable and 

induftrious, being conftantly employed in 

knitting (lockings, and making clothes for 

the family and flaves ; they even made all 

the boys’ clothes. This was the more ne« 

ceffary, as all articles of clothing were ex¬ 

tremely dear. Though all the neceffaries 

of 
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of life, and fome luxuries, abounded, money, 

as yet, was a fcarce commodity. This in- 

dultry was the more to be admired, as chil¬ 

dren were here indulged to a degree that, 

in our vitiated Hate of fociety, would have 

rendered them good for nothing. But 

there, where ambition, vanity, and the more 

turbulent paffions were fcarce awakened ; 

where pride, founded on birth, or any ex¬ 

ternal pre-eminence, was hardly known; 

and where the affections flourilhed fair and 

vigorous, unchecked by the thorns and 

thirties with which our minds are curfed in 

a more advanced ftate of refinement, af¬ 

fection reftrained parents from keeping their 

children at a diftance, and inflicting harrtt 

punilhments. But then they did not treat 

them like apes or parrots, by teaching them 

to talk with borrowed words and ideas, and 

afterwards gratifying their own vanity by 

exhibiting thefe premature wonders to com¬ 

pany, or repeating their fayings. They 

were tenderly cheriflied, and early taught 

that they owed all their enjoyments to the 

divine fource of beneficence, to whom 

they 
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they were finally accountable for their ac¬ 

tions ; for the reft they were very much 

left to nature, and permitted to range about 

at full liberty in their earlieft years, covered 

in fummer with fome flight and cheap garb, 

which merely kept the fun from them, and 

in winter with fome warm habit, in which 

convenience only was confulted. Their 

drefs of ceremony was never put on but 

when their company were afiembled. They 

were extremely fond of their children; but, 

luckily for the latter, never dreamed of 

being vain of their immature wit and parts, 

which accounts, in fome meafure, for the 

great fcarcity of coxcombs among them. 

The children returned the fondnefs of their 

parents with fuch tender affeftion, that they 

feared giving them pain as much as ours do 

punifliment, and very rarely wounded their 

feelings by neglect, or rude anfwers. Yet 

the boys were often wilful and giddy at a 

certain age, the girls being fooner tamed 

and domefticated. 

Thefe youths were apt, whenever they 

could carry a gun, (which they did at a 

very 



( 67 ) 

very early period,) to follow fome favourite 

negroe to the woods, and, while he was 

employed in felling trees, range the whole 

day in fearch of game, to the neglect of all 

intellectual improvement, and contract a 

love of favage liberty which might, and in 

fome indances did, degenerate into licen¬ 

tious and idle habits. Indeed, there were 

three dated periods in the year when, fdr a 

few days, young and old, mailers and 

Haves, were abandoned to unruly enjoy¬ 

ment, and negleCted every ferious occupa¬ 

tion for purfuits of this nature. 

We who occupy countries fully inhabited 

can form no idea of the multitude of birds 

and animals that nature provides to confume 

her wade fertility in thofe regions unex¬ 

plored by man. In the interior of the pro¬ 

vince the winter is much colder than might 

be fuppofed, from the latitude in which it 

lies, which is only 420 36', from the keen 

north winds which blow condantly for four 

or five months over vad frozen lakes and 

fnowy trads, in the direction of Canada. 

The fnow too lies very deep; but when 

once 
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once they are vifited by the fouth wind in 

March, its literally warm approach diffolves 

the fnow like magic; and one never fees 

another wintry day till the feafon of cold 

returns. Thefe fouthern winds feem to 

flow in a rapid current, uninterrupted by 

mountains or other obftacles, from the 

burning fands of the Floridas, Georgia, 

and the Carolinas, and bring with them a 

degree of warmth, that appears no more 

the natural refult of the fituation, than the 

intenfe cold of winter does in that feafon. 

Along the fea banks in all thefe fouthern 

provinces, are low fandy lands, that never 

were or will be inhabited, covered with the 

berry-bearing myrtle, from which wax is 

extra&ed fit for candles. Behind thefe 

banks are woods and unwholefome fwamps 

of great extent. The myrtle groves 

formerly mentioned afford fhelter and food 

to countlefs multitudes of pigeons in winter, 

when their fruit is in feafon j while wild 

geefe and ducks, in numbers nearly as 

great, pafs the winter in the impenetrable' 

fwamps behind. Some time in the month 

of 
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of April, a general emigration takes place 

to the northward, firft of the geefe and 

ducks, and then of the pigeons; they keep 

the direction of the fea coaft till they come 

to the mouths of the great rivers, and. then 

follow their courfe till they reach the great 

lakes in the interior, where nature has pro¬ 

vided for them with the fame liberality as 

ill their winter haunts. On the banks of 

thefe lakes there are large tra&s of ground, 

covered with a plant taller and more lux¬ 

uriant than the wild carrot, but fomething 

refembling it, on the feeds of which the 

pigeons feed all the fummer, while they are 

breeding and rearing their young. When 

they pafs in fpring, which they always do in 

the fame track, they go in great numbers, 

and are very fat. Their progreffion north* 

ward and fouthward begins always about 

the vernal and autumnal equinoxes; and it 

is this that renders the carnage fo great 

when they pafs over inhabited diftriQs. 

They begin to fly in the dawn, and are 

never feen after nine or ten o’clock in the 

morning, poffibly feeding and reding in the 

woods 
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woods all the reft of the day. If the morn* 

ing be dry and windy, all the fowlers (that 

is every body) are difappointed, for then 

they fly fo high that no Ihot can reach them; 

bnt in a cloudy morning the carnage is in¬ 

credible ; and it is lingular that their re¬ 

moval falls out at the times of the year that 

the weather (even in this ferene climate) is 

generally cloudy. This migration, as it 

paffed by, occafioned, as I faid before, a 

total relaxation from all employments, and 

a kind of drunken gaiety, though it was 

rather flaughter than fport; and, for above 

a fortnight, pigeons in pies and foups, and 

every way they could be dreffed, were the 

food of the inhabitants. Tbefe were im¬ 

mediately fucceeded by wild geefe and 

ducks, which concluded the carnival for 

that feafon, to be renewed in September. 

About lix weeks after the paffage of thefe 

birds, fturgeon of a large fize, and in great 

quantity, made their appearance in the river. 

Now the fame ardour feemed to pervade all 

ages in purfuit of this new objed. Every 

family had a canoe; and on this occafion 

all 
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air were launched; and thefe perfevering 

filhers traced the courfe of the burgeon up 

the river; followed them by torch light; 

and often continued two nights upon the 

water, never returning till they had loaded 

their canoes with this valuable fifli, and 

many other very excellent in their kinds, 

that come up the river at the fame time. 

The burgeon not only furnilhed them with 

good part of their food in the fummer 

months, but was pickled or dried for future 

ufe or exportation. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Defcrlption of the Manner in which tne Indian Traders 

fet out on their fir ft Adventure. 

rp'o return to the boys, as all young men 

were called here till they married. 

Thus early trained to a love of fylvan 

fports, their characters were unfolded by 

contingencies. In this infant fociety penal 

laws lay dormant, and every fpecies of co¬ 

ercion was unknown. 

Morals, founded on chriflianity, were fof- 

tered by the fweet influence of the charities 

of life. The reverence which children in 

particular had for their parents, and the 

young in general for the old, was the chief 

bond that held fociety together. This ve¬ 

neration, being founded on efteem, certain¬ 

ly could only have exifted thus powerful¬ 

ly in an uncorrupted community. It 

had, however, an auxiliary no lefs power- 

Here; 
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Here, indeed, it might with truth be 

'laid, 

€( Love breath'd h!s infant fighs from anguTih free.** 

In confequence of the lingular mode of 

affociating together little exclufive parties 

of children of both Texes, which has been 

already mentioned, endearing intimacies, 

formed in the age of playful innocence, 

were the precurfors of more tender attach¬ 

ments. 

Thefe were not wrought up to romantic 

enthufiafm, or extravagant paffion by an 

inflamed imagination, or by the fears of 

rivalry, or the -artifices of coquetry, yet 

they had power fufficient to fofteu the 

manners and elevate the character of the 

lover. 

I know not if this be the proper place to 

-obferve, how much of the general order 

of fociety, and the happinefs of a people, 

depends on marriage being early and uni- 

verfal among them : but of this more here¬ 

after. The defire (undiverted by any other 

paffion) of obtaining the object of their af- 

vol. i. s feQion, 
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Fection, was to them a ftimulus to early 

and fevere exertion. The enamoured 

youth did not liftlefsly fold his arms and 

figh over his hopelefs or unfortunate paf- 

fion. Of love not fed by hope they had 

not an idea. Their attachments originated 

at too early an age, and in a circle too fa¬ 

miliar to gi ve room for thofe fir ft fight 

Impreffions of which we hear fuch won¬ 

ders. If the temper of the youth was rafh 

■and impetuous, and his fair one gentle 

and complying, they frequently formed a 

rafh and precipitate union without con* 

lulling their relations, when perhaps the 

■elder of the two was not above feventeen. 

This was very quietly borne by the parties 

aggrieved. The relations of both parties 

met, and with great calmnefs confulted on 

what was to be done. The father of the 

youth or the damfel, whichever it was who 

had rnoft wealth, or feweft children, 

brought home the young couple; and the 

new married man immediately fet about a 

trading adventure, which was renewed 

every frafon, till he had the means of pro¬ 

viding 
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Vidiiig a home of his own* Meantime the 

increafe of the younger family did not 

feem an inconvenience, biit rather a fource 

of delight to the old people; and an ar¬ 

rangement begun from neceflity was often 

continued through choice for many years 

after. Their tempers, unruffled by the 

endlefs jealoufies and Competitions incident 

to our mode of life, were Angularly placid* 

and the love of offspring, where children 

were truly an unmixed blefling, was a 

common fentiment which united all the 

branches of the family and predominated 

over every other. The jarring and dif— 

trull, the petulance and egotifm, which* 

di(tin£l from all weightier considerations* 

Would not fail to poifon concord, were 

different families to dwell under one roof 

here, were there fcarcely known. It is 

but juftice to our acquired delicacy of fen* 

timent to fay, that the abfence of refine* 

ament contributed to this tranquillity* 

Thefe primitive people, if they did not 

gather the flowers of cultivated elegance* 

Were not wounded by the thorns of irrita- 

!■ & ble 
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Ible delicacy: they had neither -artificial 

wants, nor artificial miferies. In fhort, they 

were neither too wife to be happy, nor too 

witty to be at reft. 

Thus it was in the cafe of unauthorized 

marriages. In tire more ordinary courfe 

of things, love, which makes labour light, 

tamed thefe young hunters, and trans¬ 

formed them into diligent and laborious 

traders, for the nature of their trade in¬ 

cluded very fevere labour. .When one of 

the boys was deeply fmitten, his fowling, 

piece and filhing rod were at once relin- 

quilhed. He demanded of his father forty 

or at inoft fifty dollars, a negroe boy, and 

a canoe; all of a fudden he a flu tned the 

brow of care and folicitude, and began to 

fmoke, a precaution abfolutely neceflary to 

repel aguilh damps, and troubiefome in¬ 

fers. He arrayed himfelf in a habit very 

little differing from that of the Aborigines., 

into whofe bounds he was about to pene¬ 

trate, and in fhort commenced Indian 

trader. That ftrange amphibious animal, 

who, uniting the acute fenfes, ftrong in- 

44 ftin&s. 
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it infs, and unconquerable patience and' 

fortitude of the favage, with the art, po-‘ 

licy, and inventions of the European, en¬ 

countered in the purfuit of gain dangers' 

and difficulties equal to thofe defcribed in 

the romantic legends of chivalry; 

The Email bark canoe in which this hardy 

adventurer embarked himfelf, his fortune, 

and his.-fahtifi&l'-f%Qire* (who was generally 

born in the fame houfe, and predefined to 

his fervice,) was launched amidft the tears' 

and prayers of his female relations, amonglt 

whom was generally included his defined 

bride, who well knew herfelf to be the mo-- 

live of this perilous adventure. 

The canoe was entirely filed with coarfe' 

ftrouds and blankets, guns, powder, beads. 

See. fuited to the various Wants and fancies ' 

of the natives ; one pernicious article was* 

never wanting, and often made a great part 

of the eftrgo. This was a dent fpirits, for ' 

which the natives too early acquired a reliih, • 

and the poffeffion of which alw ys proved- 

dangerous, and fometimes -atal to the tra-< 

ders. The Mohawks bringing their furs * 

e 3 and 
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and other peltry habitually to the (lores of 

their wonted friends and patrons. It was 

not in that eafy and fafe direction that thefe 

trading adventures extended. The canoe 

generally (leered northward towards the 

Canadian frontier. They paffed by the 

Hats and ftonehook in the outfet of their 

journey. Then commenced their toils and 

dangers at the famous water-fall called the 

Cohoes, ten miles above Albany, where 

three rivers, uniting their dreams into one, 

dafh over a rocky (helf, and falling into a 

gulph below with great violence, raife 

clouds of mid bedecked with fplendid rain¬ 

bows. This was the Rubicon which they 

had to pafs before they plunged into path- 

lefs woods, ingulphing fwamps, and lakes, 

the oppofite (hores of which the eye could 

not reach. At the Cohoes, on account of 

the obftruction formed by the torrent, 

they unloaded their canoe, and carried it 

above a mile further upon their (houlders, 

returning again for the cargo, which they 

were obliged to tranfport in the fame man¬ 

ner. This was bht a prelude to la¬ 

bours 



( 79 ) 
* 

hours and dangers, incredible to thole who 

dwell at eafe. Further on, much longer 

carrying places frequently recurred j where 

they had the veflel and cargo to drag 

through thickets impervious to the day, 

abounding with fnakes and wild beads, 

which are always to be found on the fide of 

rivers. 

Their provifion of food was necefiarily 

fmall, for fear of over-loading the flender 

and unftable conveyance already crouded 

with goods. A little dried beef and In¬ 

dian corn-meal was their whole ftock, 

though they formerly enjoyed both plenty 

and variety. They were in a great mea- 

fure obliged to depend upon their own 

ikill in hunting and filhing, and the hof- 

pitality of the Indians: for hunting, indeed, 

they had final! leifure, their time being fe- 

duloufly employed in confequence of the 

obftacles that retarded their prog-refs. In 

the flight and fragile canoes, they often 

had to crofs great lakes, on which the wind 

railed a terrible furge. Afraid of going 

into the track of the French traders, who- 

E 4, were 
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were always dangerous rivals, and oft at 

declared enemies, they durft not follow the 

direction of the river St. Lawrence; but* in 

fearch of diftant territories and unknown 

tribes, were wont to deviate to the eaft 

and ibuth-weft, forcing their painful way 

towards the fource of 44 rivers unknown to 

long,” whofe winding courfe was often in¬ 

terrupted by fhaliows, and oftener ftill by 

fallen trees of great magnitude lying acrois,. 

which it was requilite to cut through with 

their hatchets before they could proceed. 

Small rivers which wind through fertile 

valleys, in this country, are peculiarly li¬ 

able to this obftru&ion. The chefnut and 

hiccory gre'w to fo large a fize in this kind 
of foil, that in time they become top heavy, 

and are then the fir ft prey to the violence of 

the winds; and thus falling, form a kind 

of accidental bridge over thefe rivers. 

When the toils and dangers of the day 

were over, the ftill greater terrors of the 

night commenced. In this, which might 

literally be ftiled the howling wildernefs, 

they were forced to fleep in the open air, 

which 
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which was frequently loaded with the ha> - 

mid evaporation of fwamps, ponds, and- 

redundant vegetation. Here the axe mud 

be again employed to procure the mate¬ 

rials of a large fire even in the warmed 

weather. This precaution was neceffary,- 

that the flies and mufkitoes might be ex- - 

pelled by the fmoke, and that the wolves 

and bears might be deterred by the flams- 

from incroaching on their place of redo 

But the light which afforded-them protec¬ 

tion created frefh difturbance. 

“ Loud as jhe wolves on Orca’s (lormy fteep. 

Howl to the roarings of the northern deep,’” " 

the American wolves howl to the fires- 

kindled to affright them, watching the- 

whole night on the furrounding hills to 

keep up a concert which truly “ rendered- 

night hideous meantime the bull-frogs,,. • 

terrible though harmlefs, and fmaller-1 

kinds of various tones and countlefs num¬ 

bers, feemcd all night calling to each 

other from oppofite fvvamps, forming the> 

mod difinal affemblage of difcordant 

e 5 founds. 
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founds. Though ferpents abounded very 

much in the woods: few of them were 

noxious. The rattle-fnake, the only dan¬ 

gerous reptile, was not fo frequently met 

with as in the neighbouring provinces; 

and the remedy which nature has bellowed 

as an antidote to his bite, was very gene¬ 

rally known. The beauties of rural and 

varied fcenery feldom compenfated the 

traveller for the dangers of his journey. 

“ In the clofe prifon of innumerous 

boughs,” and on ground thick with un¬ 

der-wood, there was little of landfcape 

open to the eye. The banks of dreams 

and lakes no doubt afforded a rich variety 

of trees and plants : the former of a mod 

majeftic fize, the latter of fingular beauty 

and luxuriance; but otherwife they only 

travelled through a grove of chefnuts or 

oak, to arrive at another of maple, or pop¬ 

lar, or a vail dretch of pines and other 

ever-greens. If by chance they arrived at 

a hill crowned with cedars, which afforded 

fome command of profpecl, dill the gloomy 

and interminable fored, only varied with 

. . dif- 
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different fhades of green, met the eye 

which ever way it turned, while the mind, 

repelled by folitude fo vaft, and filence fo 

profound, turned inward on itfelf. Na¬ 

ture here wore a veil rich and grand, but 

impenetrable: at leaf! this was the im» 

preffion it was likely to make on an Euro- 

pean mind ; but a native American, fa¬ 

miliar from childhood with the produc¬ 

tions and inhabitants of the woods, fought 

the nut. and wild fruits with which they 

abounded ; the nimble fqdirrel in all its 

varied forms, the architect beaver, the 

favage racoon, and the flately elk; where 

we (hould fee nothing but awful folitudes 

untrod by human foot. It is inconceivable 

how well thefe young travellers, taught 

by their Indian friends, and their experi¬ 

mental knowledge of their fathers, under- 

flood every foil and its productions. A 

boy of twelve years old would aftonifii you 

with his accurate knowledge of plants, 

their properties, and their relation to the 

foil and to each other. “ Here,’' faid he, 

“ is a wood-of red oak, when it is grubbed 

i-6 up 
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up this will be loam and fand, and make 

“ good Indian-corn ground. This chefnut 

“ wood abounds with ftrawberries, and is 

*' the very bell: foil for wheat. The poplar 

(c wood yonder is not worth clearing ; the 

“ foil is always wet and cold. There is a 

“ hiccory wood, where the foil is always rich 

“ and deep, and does not run out; fuch and 

** fuch plants that dye blue, or orange, grew 

“ under it.” 

This is merely a flight epitome of the 

wide views of nature that are laid open to 

thefe people from their very infancy, the 

acquifition of this kind of knowledge being 

one of their firft amufements ; yet thofe 

who were capable of aflonilhing you by 

the extent and variety of this local fkill, in 

objects fo varied and fo cotnplicated, never 

heard of a petal, corolla, or ftigma in their 

lives, nor even of the ilrata of that foil 

with the productions and properties of 

which they were fo intimately acquainted. 

Without compafs, or guide of any 

kind, the traders fleered through thefe 

pathlefs forcfts. In thofe gloomy days 

when 
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when the fun is not viflble, or in winter, 

when the, falling fnows obfcured his 

beams, they made an incifion on the bark- 

on the different fides of a tree; that on 

the north was invariably thicker than 

the other, and covered with mofs in much 

greater quantity. And this never failing 

indication of the polar influence, was to 

thofe fagacious travellers a fufficient guide. 

They had indeed feveral fubordinate mo¬ 

nitors. Knowing fo well as they did the 

quality of the foil by the trees or plants 

mod prevalent, they could avoid a fwamp, 

or approach with certainty to a river or 

high ground if fuch was their wifh, by 

means that to us would feem incomprehen- 

fihle. Even the favages feldotn vifited 

thefe difliids, except in the dead of winter j 

they had towns, as they called their fum- 

mer dwellings, on the banks of the lakes 

and rivers in the interior, where their great 

fifhing places were. In the winter, their 

grand hunting parties were in places more 

remote from our boundaries, where the 

deer and other larger animals took fhelter 

from 
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from the neighbourhood of man. Thefe 

fingle adventurers fought the Indians in 

their fpring haunts as foon as the rivers 

were open; there they had new dan¬ 

gers to apprehend. It is well known that 

arnong the natives of America, revenge 

was actually a virtue, and retaliation a po- 

fitive duty j while faith was kept with thefe 

people they never became aggreffors. But 

the Europeans, by the force of bad exam¬ 

ple, and ftrong liquors, feduced them from 

their wonted probity. Yet from the firft 

their notion of juftice and revenge was of 

that vague and general nature, that if they 

confidered themfelves injured, or if one of 

their tribe had been killed by an inhabitant 

of any one of our fettlements, they confi¬ 

dered any individual of our nation as a 

proper fubjeft for retribution. This feldom 

happened among our allies ; never indeed, 

but when the injury was obvious, and our 

people very culpable. But the avidity of 

gain often led our traders to deal with In¬ 

dians, among whom the French poffeffed 

a degree of influence, which produced a 

finothered 



'( ) 

fmothered animofity to our nation. When 

at length, after conquering numberleis ob- 

ftacles, they arrived at the place of their 

deftination, thefe daring adventurers found 

occafion for no little addrefs, patience, 

and indeed courage, before they could 

difpofe of their cargo, and return fafely 

with the profits. 

The fuccefsful trader had now laid the 

foundation of his fortune, and approved 

himfelf worthy of her for whofe fake he 

encountered all thefe dangers. It is utterly 

inconceivable, how even a fingle feafon, 

fpent in this manner, ripened the mind, 

and changed the whole appearance, nay 

the very character of the countenance of 

thefe demi-favages, for fuch they feem on 

returning from among their friends in the 

forefts. Lofty, fedate, and collected, 

they feem mailers of themfelves, and in¬ 

dependent of others; though fun-burnt 

and aultere, one fcarce knows them till 

they unbend. By this Indian likenefs, I 

do not think them by any means degraded. 

One mull have feen thefe people, (the In- 

12 dians 
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dians I mean,) to have any idea what a no* 

ble animal man is, while unfophifticated, 

I have been often amufed with the deferip- 

tions that philofophers, in their clofets, 
s' / — . — . 

Who never in their lives faw man, but in 

his improved or degraded (fate, give- of 

uncivilized people; not recollecting that 

they are at the fame time uncorrupted. 

Voyagers,- who have not their language, 

and merely fee them tranfiently, to wonder 

and be wondered at, are equally (hangers 

to the real character of man in a focial, 

though unpolilhed (late. - It is no criterion 

to judge of this ftate of fociety by the roam¬ 

ing favages (truly fuch) who are met with 

on thefe inhofpitable coafts, where nature 

is niggardly of her-gifts, and where the^ 

(kies frown continually on her hard-fated 

children. For forae good reafon to us un¬ 

known, it is requifite that human beings 

(hould be fcattered through all habitable, 

fpace, “ till gradual life goes out beneath 

the. pole znd to beings fo deftined, what 

mifery would refult from focial tender- 

Refs and fine perceptions. Of the - elate 

of 
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of' locial beings (for fach indeed they were) 

of whom I fpeak, let us judge from the 

traders who know their language and cuf* 

toms, and from the adopted prifonsrs who 

have fpent years among, them. Mow une¬ 

quivocal, how confident is the ieftimony 

they bear to their humanity, friend drip, 

fortitude, fidelity, and generpfity ; but the 

indulgence of the recollections thus fug- 

gelled have already led me too far from my 

fitbjefii. 

The joy that the return of thefe youths 

occafioned was proportioned to the anxiety 

their perilous journey had produced. In fome 

infiances the union of the lovers immediately 

took place before the next career of gainful 

kardlhips commenced. But the more cau¬ 

tious went to New York in winter, difpofed: 

of their peltry, purchafed a larger cargo, 

and another Have and canoe. The next 

year they laid out the profits of their for¬ 

mer adventures in flout and provifions, the 

flaple of the provincej this they difpofed 

of at the Bermuda Blands,, where they ge¬ 

nerally purchafed one of thofe light-failing 
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iflanders are famous, and proceeding to the 

Leeward Iflands, loaded it with a cargo of 

rum, fugar, and molaffes. 

They were now ripened into men, and 

confidered as active and ufeful members of 

fociety, pofleffing a {take in the common 

weal. 

The young adventurer had generally 

finilhed this procefs by the time he was 

one or, at molt, two and twenty. He now 

married, or if married before, which pretty 

often was the cafe, brought home his wife 

to a houfe of his own. Either he kept his 

fchooner, and, loading her with produce, 

failed up and down the river all fuminer, 

and all winter difpofed of the cargoes he. 

obtained in exchange to more dillant fet- 

tlers; or he fold her, purchafed European 

goods, and kept a {tom Otherwife he fet¬ 

tled in the country, and became as diligent 

in his agricultural purfuits as if he had; 

never, known any other.. 
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CHAP. X. 

Marriages, Amufements, rural Excurfions, &c. among 

the Albanians,. 

Jt was in this manner that the young co- 

ionift made the tranfition from boyhood 

to manhood 5 from the difengaged and 

carelefs bachelor, to the provident and 

thoughtful father of a family; and thus 

was fpent that period of life fo critical in 

polifhed fociety to thofe whofe condition 

exempts them from manual labour. Love, 

undiminilhed by any rival paffion, and che- 

rilhed by innocence and candour, was here 

fixed by the power of early habit, and 

{Lengthened by fimilarity of education, 

taftes, and attachments. Inconftancy or 

even indifference among married couples 

was unheard of, even where there happened 

to be a confiderable difparity in point of 

intellect. The extreme affe&ion they bore 

their mutual offspring was a bond that for 

ever 
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ever endeared them to each other. Marriage 

in this colony was always early, very often 

happy, and very feldom indeed interefted,. 

When a man had no fon there was nothing 

to be expected with a daughter but a well- 

brought-up female Have, and the furniture 

of the heft bed-chamber. At the death of 

her father fhe obtained another divifion cf 

his effects, fuch as he thought file needed 

or deferred, for there was no rule in thef# 

cafes. 

Such was the manner in which t’riofe co»- 

lonifts began life; nor muft it be thought 

that thole were mean or uninformed per- 

£ons. Patriots, magiftrates, generals, thofe- 

who were afterwards wealthy, powerful,’ 

and diftinguifh ;d, all, except a few elder 

brothers, occup ed by their pofleffions afe 

home, fet out in the fame manner ; and in* 

after life, even in the moil profperous cir— 

cumftances, they delighted to recount the* 

44 humble toils and'deftiny-obfeure’/ of their, 

early years. 

The, very, idea of being alhained. of any- 

t hinge 
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thing that was neither vicious nor indecent 

never entered an Albanian head. Early* 

aceuftomed to this noble fimplicity, this 

dignified candour, I cannot exprefs the 

contempt and difguft I felt at the fhame of 

honourable poverty. The extreme defire of 

concealing our real condition, and appear¬ 

ing what we are not, that peculiarly cha¬ 

racterizes, I had almoft, faid difgraces, the 

northern part more particularly of this 

iiland. I have often wondered how this 

vile fentiment, that .undermines ail true 

greatnefs of mind,ihou!d prevail more here 

than in England, where wealth, beyond a 

doubt, is more refpeCted, at lead preponde¬ 

rates more over birth, and heart, and mind, 

and many other valuable confiderations. 

As a people, we certainly are not fordid, 

why then fhould we defcend to the mean- 

nefs of being alhamed of our condition, 

while we have not done any thing to de¬ 

grade ourfelves ? Why add a fling to po¬ 

verty, and a plume to vanity, by the poor 

tranfparent artifice that conceals nothing, 

and only changes pity into fcorn ? 

Before 
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Before I quit the fubject of Albanian 
» 

manners I mu ft defcribe their amufements, 

and fome other peculiarities in their modes 

of life. When I fay their amufements, I 

mean thofe in which they differed from moft 

other people. Such as they had in com* 

mon with others require no defcription. 

They were exceedingly foeial, and vifited 

each other very frequently, beftde the re¬ 

gular affembling together in their porches 

every fine evening. Of the more fubftan- 

fial luxuries of the table they knew little, 

and of the formal and ceremonious parts of 

good breeding ftill lefs. 

If you went to fpefid a day any where* 

you were received in a manner we fhould 

think very cold. No one rofe to welcome 

you ; no one wondered you had not come 

fooner, or apologized for any deficiency in 

your entertainment. Dinner, which was 

very early, was ferved exactly in the fame 

manner as if there were only the family. 

The houfe indeed was fo exquifitely neat 

and well regulated* that yoU could not fur- 

prife them; and they faw each other fo 

often 
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•often and fo eafily, that intimates made no 

difference. Of ftrangers they were fhy § 

not by any means from want of hofpitality, 

but from a confcioufnefs that people who 

had little to value themfelves on but their 

knowledge of the modes and ceremonies of 

polifhed life, diftiked their fincerity, and 

defpifed their fimplicity. If you (hewed no 

infolent wonder, but eafily and quietly 

adopted their manners, you would receive 

from them not only very great civility, but 

much effential kindnefs. Whoever has 

not common fenfe and common gratitude 

enough to pay this tribute of accommoda¬ 

tion to thofe among whom he is deff 

fined for the time to live, muff of courfe be 

an infulated, difcontented being 5 and come 

home railing at the people whofe focial 

comforts he difdained to partake. After 

fharing this plain and unceremonious din- 

ner, which might, by the bye, chance to be 

a very good one, but was invariably that 

which was meant for the family, tea was 

ferved in at a very early hour. And here 

it was that the diftinction Ihewn to ftrangers 

commenced. 
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commenced. Tea here was a perfect regale; 

accompanied by various forts of cakes un¬ 

known to us, cold paltry, and great quantities 

of fweetmeats and preferved fruits of various 

kinds, and plates of hiccory and other nuts 

ready cracked. In all manner of confection¬ 

ary and paltry thefe people excelled ; and 

having fruit in great abundance, which colt 

them nothing, and getting fugar home at an 

eafy rate, in return for their.exports to the 

Welt Indies, the quantity of thefe articles 

ufed in families, otherwife plain and frugal, 

was aftonifhing. Tea was never unaccom¬ 

panied with fomc of thefe petty articles ; 

but for (hangers a great difplay was made. 

If you (laid fopper, you were fore of a rnoft 

fobftantial though plain one. In this meal 

they departed, out of compliment to the 

(hangers, from their ufoal fimplicity. Hav¬ 

ing dined between twelve and one you were 

quite prepared for it. You had either game 

or poultry roalted, and always fhell-filh in 

the feafon: you had alfo fruit in abundance. 

All this with much neatnefs but no form. 

The feeraing coldnefs with which you were 

firft 
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firft received wore off by degrees. They 

could not accommodate their topics to you, 

and fcarcely attempted it. But the conver- 

fation of the old, though limited in regard 

to fubjedts, was rational and eafy, and had 

in it an air of originality and truth not with*, 

out its attractions. That of the young was 

natural and playful, yet full of localities, 

which leffened its intereft to a ftranger, bat 

which were extremely amufing when you 

became one of the initiated. 

Their amufements were marked by a 

ftmplicity which, to ftrangers, appeared 

rude and childilh, (I mean thofe of the 

younger clafs.) In fpring, eight or ten of 

the young people of one company, or re¬ 

lated to each other, young men and mai¬ 

dens, would fet out together in a canoe oel 

a kind of rural excurfion, of which amufe- 

ment was the objedt. Yet fo fixed were 

their habits of induftry, that they never 

failed to carry their work-bafkets with 

them, not as a form, but as an ingredient 

neceffarily mixed with their pleafures. 

They had no attendants j and fleered a 

vol. i, f devious 



C £>3 ) 

devious courfe of four, five, or perhaps 

more, miles, till they arrived at fome of the 

beautiful iflands with which this fine river 

abounded, or at fome fequeftered fpot on 

its banks, where delicious wild fruits, or 

particular conveniencies for fifhing, afforded 

fome attraction. There they generally ar¬ 

rived by nine or ten o’clock, having fet out 

in the cool and early hour of fun-rife. 

Often they met another party going, per¬ 

haps, to a different place, and joined them, 

or induced them to take their route. A 

bafket with tea, fugar, and the other ufual 

provifions for breakfafl, with the apparatus 

for cooking it; a little rum and fruit for 

making cool weak punch, the ufual beve¬ 

rage in the middle of the day, and now and 

then fome cold paftry, was the foie provi- 

jfion; for the great affair was to depend on 

the foie exertions of the boys, in procuring 

fifii, wild ducks, &c. for their dinner. 

They were all, like Indians, ready and dex¬ 

terous with the axe, gun, &c. Whenever 

they arrived at their deflination they fought 

out a dry and beautiful fpot oppofite to the 

river, 
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river, and in an inftant with their axes 

cleared fo much fuperfluous (hade or (hrub- 

bery as left a femicircular opening, above 

which they bent and twined the boughs, 

fo as to form a pleafant bower, while the 

girls gathered dried branches, to which 

one of the youths foon fet fire with gun¬ 

powder, and the breakfafi, a very regular 

and cheerful one, occupied an hour or two; 

the young men then fet out to fifh, or per¬ 

haps to (hoot birds, and the maidens fat 

bufily down to their work, finging and 

converfing with all the eafe and gaiety the 

bright ferenity of the atmofphere and beau¬ 

ty of the furrounding fcene were calculated 

to infpire. After the fultry hours had been 

thus employed, the boys brought their tri¬ 

bute from the river or the wood, and 

found a rural meal prepared by their fair 

companions, among whom were generally 

their fillers and the chofen of their hearts. 

After dinner they all fet out together to 

gather wild ftrawberries, or whatever other 

fruit was in feafon; for it was accounted a 

reflection to come home empty handed. 

f 2 When 
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When wearied of this amufement, they 

either drank tea in their bower, or return¬ 

ing, landed at fonre friend’s on the way, 

to partake of that refrefhment. Here, in¬ 

deed, 

** Youths’ free fpmt, innocently gay, 

JJnjoyed the moft that innocence could give.” 

Another of their fummer amufements 

was going to the bufh, which was thus ma¬ 

naged : a party of young people fet out in 

little open carriages, fomething in the form 

of a gig, of which every family had one; 

every one carried fomething with him, as 

in thefe cafes there was no hunting to add 

provifion. One brought wine for negus, 

another tea and coffee of a fuperior quality, 

a third a pigeon pye; in fhort, every one 

brought fomething, no matter how trifling, 

for there was no emulation about the ex¬ 

tent of the contribution. In this fame 

biilh, there were fpots to which the poorer 

members of the community retired, to 

work their way with patient induftry, 

through much privation and hardfhip, 

compared 
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compared to the plenty and comfort enjoy* 

ed by the reft. They perhaps could only 

afford to have one negroe-woman, whole 

children, as they grew up, became to their 

mafter a fource of plenty and eafe : but in 

the mean time the good man wrought hard 

himfelf, with a little occafional aid fent 

him by his friends. He had plenty of the 

neceffaries of life, but no luxuries. His 

wife and daughters milked the cows and 

wrought at the hay, and his houfe was on 

a fmaller fcale than the older fettlers had 

theirs, yet he had always one neatly fur * 

nifhed room. A very clean houfe, with a 

pleafant portico before if, generally a- fine 

ftream befide his dwelling, and fame In¬ 

dian wigwams near it. He was wood-fur- 

rounded, and feetned abfolutely to live in 

the bofom of nature, fcreened from all the 

artificial ills of life ; and thole fpots cleared 

of incumbrances, yet rich in native luxu¬ 

riance, had a wild originality about them 

not eafily delcribed. The young parties, 

or fometimes eider ones, who fet out on 

this woodland excurfion, had no fixed 

s 3 deftina- 
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defHnation; they went generally in the 

forenoon, and when they were tired of 

going on the ordinary road, turned into 

the bujh, and whenever they faw an inha¬ 

bited fpot, with the appearance of which 

they were pleafed, went in with all the 

eafe of intimacy, and told them they were 

come to fpend the afternoon there. The 

good people, not in the leaft fur prized at 

this incurfion, very calmly opened the re- 

ferved apartments, or if it were very hot, 

received them in the portico. The guefts 

produced their (lores, and they boiled their 

tea fettle, and provided cream, nuts, or 

&ny peculiar dainty of the woods which 

they chanced To have; and they always 

furnilhed bread and butter, which they 

had excellent of their kinds. They were 

invited to (hare the collation, which they 

did with great eafe and franknefs: then 

dancing, or any other amufement that 

(truck their fancy, fucceeded. They faun- 

tered about the bounds in the evening, and 

returned by moonlight. Tbefe good peo¬ 

ple felt not the leaft embarrafied at the ruf-. 

tic 
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tic plainnefs of every thing about them j 

they confidered themfelves as on the way, 

after a little longer exertion of patient in- 

duftry, fo have every thing that the others- 

had: and their guefts thought it an agree¬ 

able variety in this abrupt manner to viiit- 

their fequeftered abodes. 

V* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

Winter Araufements of the Albanians, See. 

■|N winter the river, frozen to a great 

depth, formed the principal road through 

the country, and was the feene of all thofe 

amufements of fearing, and fledge races, 

common to the north of Europe. They 

trfwd in great partie s to vifit their friends 

at a diftance, and having an excellent and 

hardy breed of horfes,. flew from place to 

place over the fnow or ice in thefe fledges 

with incredible rapidity, flopping a little 

while at every houfe they came to, and al¬ 

ways well received, whether acquainted 

with the owners or not. The night never 

impeded thefe travellers, for the atmof- 

phere was fb pure and ferene, and the 

fnow fo reflected the moon and ftar-lighr, 

that the nights exceeded the days in 

beauty. 

In 
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In town all the boys were extravagantly 

fond of a diverfion that to us would appear 

a very odd and childifh one. The great 

flreet of the town, in the midfl of which, 

as has been formerly mentioned, flood all 

the churches and public buildings, Hoped 

down from the hill on which the fort 

fl-ood, towards the river j between the 

buildings was an unpaved carriage road, 

the foot-path befide the houfes being the 

only part of the flreet which was paved* 

In winter this Hoping defcent,. continued 

for more than a quarter of a mile, acquired 

firmnefs from the froft, and became ex¬ 

tremely flippery. Then the amufement 

commenced. Every boy and youth in..- 

town, from eight to eighteen, had a lit tie 

low fledge,, made with a rope like a bridle 

to the front,, by which it could be dragged 

after one by the hand*. On. this one or 

two at moil could1 fit, and this Hoping 

defcent being made as. lmooth as a looking- 

glafs, by fliders? fledges, &c. perhaps a. 

hundred at once fet out in fuccefliorr from, 

the top of this flreet, each feated in his* 

f 5 little 
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little fledge with the rope in his hand, 

which, drawn to the right or left, ferved 

to guide him. He pulhed it off with a 

little flick, as one would launch a boat , 

and then, with the mo ft aftonilhing velo- 

' city, precipitated by the weight of the 

owner, the little machine glided pad, and 

was at the lower end of the ftreet in an in- 

flant. What could be fo peculiarly de¬ 

lightful in this rapid and fmooth defcent, 

I could never difco.ver ; though in a more 

retired place, and on a fmaller fcale, I 

have tried the amufement: but to a young 

Albanian, flaying, as he called it, was one 

of the firft joys of life, though attended 

with the drawback of walking to the top 

of the declivity dragging his fledge every 

time he renewed his flight, for fuoh it 

might well be called. In the managing 

this little machine fome dexterity was ne- 

cefiary: an unfkilful Phaeton was fure to 

fall. The conveyance was fo low, that a 

fall was attended with little danger, yet 

with much difgrace, for an univerfal laugh 

from all fides affailed the fallen charioteer. 

This 
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This laugh was from a very full chorus, 

for the conftant and rapid fuccefiion of this 

proceflion, where every one had a brother, 

lover, or kinfman, brought all the young 

people in town to the porticos, where they 

ufed to fit wrapt in furs till ten or eleven 

at night, engroifed by this dele&able fpec- 

tacle. What magical attraction it could 

poffibly have, I never could find out; but 

I have known an Albanian, after refiding 

fome years in Britain, and becoming a po- 

lifhed fine gentleman, join the fport, and 

Hide down with the reft. Perhaps, after 

all our laborious refinements in amufement,' 

being eafily pleafed is one of the great fe- 

crets of happinefs, as far as it is attainable: 

in this “ frail and feveriflr being.” 

Now there remains another amufement'' 

to be defcribed, which I mention with re¬ 

luctance, and fhould fcarce venture to 

mention at all, had I not found a prece¬ 

dent for it among the virtuous Spartans. 

Had Lycurgus himfelf been the founder of ’ 

their community, the young men could 

fcarce have ftolen with more alacrity and. 

f 6 dexterity. 
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dexterity. I could never conje&ure how 

the cuftom could poffibly originate among 

a fet of people of fuch perfect and plain in¬ 

tegrity. But thus it was. The young 

men now and then fpent a convivial even¬ 

ing at a tavern together, where from the 

extreme cheapnefs of liquor, their bills 

(even when they committed an occafional 

excefs) were very moderate. Either to 

leffen the expence of the fupper, or from 

the pure love of what they ftiled frolick,. 

(Anglice mifehief,) they never failed to 

fteal either a roafting pig or a fat turkey 

for this feilive occation. The town was 

the fcene of thefe depredations, which 

never extended beyond it. Swine and tur¬ 

keys were reared in great numbers by all 

the inhabitants. For thofe they brought 

to town in winter, they had an appropriate 

place at the lower end of the garden, in 

which they were locked up. It is obferva- 

ble, that thefe animals were the only 

things locked up about the houfe, for this 

good reafon, that nothing elfe ran the lea ft 

rifle of being ftolen. The dexterity, of the 

theft 
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theft confiding in climbing over very high 

walls, watching to fteal in when the ne¬ 

groes went down to feed the horfe or cow, 

or making a clandeftine entrance at fome 

window or aperture: breaking up doors 

was quite out of rule, and rarely ever re« 

forted to. Thefe exploits- were always per¬ 

formed in the darkeft nights; if the owner 

heard a noife in his ftables, he ufually ran 

down with a cudgel, and laid it without 

mercy on any culprit he could overtake. 

This was either dexteroufly avoided, or 

patiently borne.. To plunder a man, and 

afterwards offer him any perfonal injury, 

was accounted fcandalous; but the turkies 

or pigs were never recovered. In fome 

inflames- a whole band of thefe young 

plunderers would traverfe the town, and 

carry off fuch a prey as would afford pro- 

vifion for many jovial nights. Nothing 

was more common than to find one’s bro¬ 

thers or nephews amongft thefe pillagers.. ~ 

Marriage was followed by two dreadful 

privationsa married man could not fly 

down the flreet in a little fledge, or join a. 

5 pa«y 



( no ) 

party of pig ftealers, without outraging 

decorum. If any of their confederates 

married, as they frequently did, very 

young, and were in circumftances to begin 

houfe-keeping, they were fure of an early 

vifit of this nature from their old confede¬ 

rates. It was thought a great ad of gal¬ 

lantry to overtake and chaflife the robbers. 

I recoiled an inftance of one young married 

man, who had not long attained to that 

dignity, whofe turkies fcreaming violently 

one night, he ran down to chaflife the 

aggreffors; he overtook them in the fad 

but finding they were his old affociates 

could not refill the force of habit, joined 

the reft in another exploit of the fame na¬ 

ture, and then (hared his own turkey at 

the tavern. There were two inns in the 

town, the mailers of which were “ honour¬ 

able menyet thefe pigs and turkies- 

were always received and dreffed without 

queftioning whence they came. In one in- 

fiance, a young party had in this manner 

provided a pig, and ordered it to be roaft- 

ed at the King’s Arms $ another party at¬ 

tacked 



( 111 ) 
tacked the fame place whence this booty 

was taken, but found it already rifled. 

This party was headed by an idle mifchie- 

vous young man, who was the Ned Poins 

of his fraternity: well guefling how the 

ftolen roafting pig was difpofed of, he or¬ 

dered his friends to adjourn to the rival 

tavern, and went himfeif to the King’s 

Arms. Enquiring in the kitchen (where 

a pig was roafting) who fupped there, he 

foon arrived at certainty : then taking an 

opportunity when there was no one in the 

kitchen but the cook-maid, he fent for 

one of the jovial party, who were at cards 

up flairs. During her abfence, he cut the 

firing by which the pig was fufpended, 

laid it in the dripping-pan, and through 

the quiet and dark ftreets of that fober city, 

carried it fafely to the other tavern : where, 

after finifliing the roafting, he and his com¬ 

panions prepared to regale themfelves. 

Meantime the pig was miffed at the King’s 

Arms; and it was immediately concluded, 

from the dexterity and addrefs with which 

this trick was performed, that no other but 

6 the 
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the Poins aforefaid could be the author of 

it. A new dratagem was now devifed to 

outwit this dealer of the dolen. An ad- 
4* 

venturous youth of the defpoiled party 

laid down a parcel of (havings oppofite to 

the other tavern, and fetting them in a 

blaze, cried fire!. a mod alarming found 

here,, where fuch accidents were too fre¬ 

quent. Every one rufhed out of the houre, 

where flipper- had been juft ferved. The 

dextrous purveyor, who had occa^ med 

all this didurhance,. dole in, fnatched up 

the dilh. with the pig in it, dole out again 

by the back door, and feaded his compa¬ 

nions with the recovered fpoils. 

Thefe were a few idle yo,ung men, the 

fons of avaricious fathers, who grudging 

to advance the means of pulhing them for¬ 

ward by the help of their, own indudry to. 

independence,, allowed them to remain fo- 

long unoccupied, that their time was- 

waded, and habits of conviviality at length, 

degenerated in thofe of diffipation. Thefe 

were not only pitied and endured, but re¬ 

ceived with a great deal of kiridnefs and in- 

dul- 
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diligence that was wonderful. They were 

ufually a kind of wags, went about like 

privileged perfons, at whofe jells no one 

took offence i and were in their difcourfe 

and ftile of humour, fo much like Shakf- 

peare’s clowns, that on reading that, ad¬ 

mirable author, I thought 1 recognized 

my old acquaintances. Of thefe, however, 

I faw little, the fociety admitted at my 

friends being very feleft.-. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XL 
+ \ ' 

Lay-Brothers.—Catalina.— Detached Indians. 

gEFoRE I quit this attempt to delineate 

the number of which this community 

was compofed, I mull mention a clafs o£ 

aged perfons, who, united by the fame re- 
% 

collections, purfuits, and topics, alfociated 

very much with each other, and very little 

with a world which they feemed to have 

renounced. They might be filled lay- 

brothers, and were ufually widowers, or 

perfons who, in confequence of fome early 

disappointment, had remained unmarried. 

Thefe were not devotees who had, as was 

formerly often the cafe in catholic countries, 

run from the extreme of licentioufnefs to 

that of bigotry. They were generally 

perfons who were never marked as being 

irreligious or immoral; and juft as little 

diftinguilhed for peculiar ftridlnefs, or de¬ 

votional 



( n5 ) 
vctional fervour. Thefe good men lived 

in the houfe of feme relation, where they 

had their own apartments to themfelves ; 

and only occafionally mixed with the fa¬ 

mily. The people of the town lived to a 

great age ; ninety was frequently attained : 

and I have feen different individuals of 

both fexes who had reached a hundred. 

Thefe ancients feemed to place all their de¬ 

light in pious books and devotional exercifes, 

particularly in linging pfaltns, which they 

would do in their own apartments for hours 

together. They came out and in like ghofis, 

and were treated in the fame manner; for 

they never fpoke unlefs when addreffed, 

and feemed very carelefs of the things of this 

world, like people who had got above it. 

Yet they were much together, and feemed 

to enjoy each other’s converfation. Retro- 

fpe&ion on the feenes of eariy life, antici¬ 

pations of that futurity fo clofely veiled 

from our fight, and difcuffions regarding 

different paffages of holy writ, feemed their 

favourite themes. They were mild and 

benevolent, but abitrafted, and unlike other 

i 
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people. Their happinefs, for happy I am 

convinced they were, was of a nature pe¬ 

culiar to thensfelves, not obvious to others. 

Others there were not deficient in their at¬ 

tention to religious duties, who living 

in ' the bofom of their families, took 

an active and cheerful concern to the 

laft in all that amufed or inter efted them 5 

and I never underflood that the lay-bro¬ 

thers, as 1 have chofen to call them, blamed 

them for fo doing. One of the firft chriftian 

virtues, charity in the mofl obvious and 

common Tenfe of the word,, had little fcope. 

Here a beggar was unheard of. People, 

fuch as I have defcribed in the bu/h, or 

going there, were no more confidered as 

objects of pity, than we confider an ap¬ 

prentice as fuch for having to ferve his 

time before he lets up for himfelf. In fuch 

cafes, the wealthier, becaufe older fettlers, 

frequently gave a heifer or colt each to a 

new beginner, who fet about clearing land 

in their vicinity. Orphans were never neg¬ 

lected ; and from their early marriages, 

and the cafualties. their manner of life fub- 

jefted 
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je£ted them to, thefe were not unfrequent. 

You never entered a houfe without meeting 

children. Maidens, bachelors, and child- 

lefs married people, ail adopted orphans, 

and all treated them as if they were their 

own. 

Having given a {ketch, that appears to 

my recolle&ion (aided by fubfequent con- 

verfations with my fellow travellers) a faith¬ 

ful one, of the country and its inhabitants, 

it is time to return to the hiftory of the 

mind of Mifs Schuyler, for by no other cir- 

cumftances than prematurity of intellect, 

and fuperior culture, were her earlieft years 

diftinguifhed. Her father, dying early, 

left her very much to the tuition of bis, 

brother. Her uncle’s frontier fituation 

made him a kind of barrier to the fettle- 

ment; while the powerful influence, that 

his knowledge of nature and of charadter, 

his found judgment and unftained integrity, 

had obtained over both parties, made him 

the bond by which the Aborigines were 

united with the colonifts. Thus, little lei- 

fure was left him for domeftic enjoyments. 

or 
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or literary purfuits, for both of which his 

mind was peculiarly adapted. Of the lei- 

fure time he could Command, however, 

he made the bell ufe ; and foon diftinguifh- 

ing Catalina as the one amongft his family 

to whom nature had been mod liberal, 

he was at the pains to cultivate her tafte for 

reading, which foon difcovered itfelf, by 

procuring for her the belt authors in hif- 

tory, divinity, and belles lettres : in this 

latter branch, her reading was not very 

extenfive: but then the few books of this 

kind that (he poffeffed were very well cho* 

fen; and flie was early and intimately fa¬ 

miliar with them. What I remember of 

her, aflifted by comparifons fmce made 

with others, has led me to think that exten¬ 

five reading, fuperficial and indifcriminate, 

fuch as the very eafy accefs to books 

among us encourages, is not at an early 

period of life favourable to folid thinking, 

true tafte, or fixed principle. Whatever 

file knew, fire knew to the bottomj 

and the reflections, which were thus fug- 

gefted to her ftrong difcerning mind, were 

digefted 
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digefted by means of eafy and inflruCtive 

converfation. Colonel Schuyler had many 

relations in New York ; and the governor 

and other ruling characters there carefully 

cultivated the acquaintance of a perfon fa 

well qualified to inftruCt and inform them 

on certain points, as he was. Having con- 

fiderable dealings in the fur trade too, he 

went every winter to the capital for a fiiort 

time, to adjuft his commercial concerns, 

and often took his favourite niece along 

with him, who, being of an uncommon 

quick growth and tall ftature, foon attraft* 

ed attention by her perfonal graces, as well 

as by the charms of her converfation. I 

have been told, and (hould conclude from a 

pi&ure I have feen drawn when (he was 

fifteen, that fhe was in her youth very 

handfome. Of this few traces remained 

when I knew her; exceffive corpulence 

having then overloaded her majeftic perfon, 

and entirely changed the afpeCt of a coun¬ 

tenance once eminently graceful. In no 

* place did female excellence of any kind 

more amply receive its due tribute of ap« 

plaufe 
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plaufe and admiration than here, for various 

reafons; firlt, cultivation and refinement 

were rare. Then, as it was not the 

common routine that women ihould ne- 

cefTarily have fueh and fuch accomplifh- 

ments, pains were only taken on minds 

ftrong enough to bear improvements 

without becoming conceited or pedantic. 

And laftly, as the fpur of emulation was 

not invidioufly applied, thofe who acquired 

a.fuperior degree of knowledge confidered 

themfelves as very fortunate in having a 

new fource of enjoyment opened to them. 

But never having been made to underftand 

that the chief motive of excelling was to 

dazzle or outfhine others, they no more 

thought of defpifmg their lefs fortunate 

companions, than of affuming pre-eminence 

for difcovering a wild plum-tree or bee¬ 

hive in the woods, though, as in the former 

cafe, they would have regarded fuch a dif- 

covery as a benefit and a pleafure; their 

acquifitions, therefore, were never fhaded 

by affe&ation. The women were all na¬ 

tives of the country, and few had more than 

domed ic 



domeflic education. But men, who pof- 

feffed the advantages of early culture and 

ufage of the world, daily arrived on the 

continent from different'parts of. Europe* 

So that if we may be indulged in the inele¬ 

gant liberty of talking commercially of fe¬ 

male elegance, the fupply was not equal-to 

the demand. It may be eafily fuppofed 

that Mifs Schuyler met with due attention ; 

who, even at this early age, was refpe&ed 

for the ftrength of her character, and the 

dignity and compofure of her manners. 

Her mother, whom file delighted to recoi¬ 

led, was mild, pious, and amiable ; her ac¬ 

knowledged worth was chaflened by the 

utmoft diffidence. 'Yet accuftorned to ex~ 

ercife ascertain power over the minds of the 

natives* {he had great influence in reft rain¬ 

ing their irregularities, and fwaying their 

opinions. From- her knowledge of their 

language, and habit of converfing with 

them, feme detached Indian families refided 

for a while in fummer in the vicinity of 

hordes occupied by the more wealthy and 

benevolent inhabitants. They generally 

voi,. x. 6 b.xijt a 
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built a flight wigwam under fhelter of the 

orchard fence on the lhadiefl: fide; and 

never were neighbours more barmlefs, 

peaceable, and obliging; I might truly 

add, induftrious; for in one way or other 

they were conftantly occupied. The wo* 

men and their children employed them- 

felves in many ingenious handicrafts, which.. 

Since the introduction of European arts and 

manufactures, have greatly declined. Bak¬ 

ing trays, wooden difhes, ladles and fpoons, 

Shovels and rakes ; brooms of a peculiar 

manufacture, made by Splitting a birch- 

block into Slender but tough filaments; 

bafkets of all kinds and fizes, made of 

Similar filaments, enriched with the moil: 

beautiful colours, which they alone knew 

how to extraCt from vegetable fubflances, 

and incorporate with the wood. They made 

alfo of the birch-bark, (which is here fo 

Strong and tenacious, that cradles and ca¬ 

noes are made of it,) many receptacles for 

holding fruit and other things, curioufly 

adorned with embroidery, not inelegant, 

done with the finews of deer, and leggions 

a*id 
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and modmefans, a very comfortable and 

highly ornamented fubflitute for (hoes and 

{lockings, then univerfally ufed in winter 

among the men of our own people. They 

had alfo a beautiful manufa&ure of deer {kin, 

foftened to the confidence of the fined Cha¬ 

mois leather, and embroidered with beads 

of Wampum, formed like bugles ; thefe, 

with great art and induftry, they formed 

out of (hells, which had the appearance of 

fine white porcelaine, veined with purple. 

This embroidery fire wed both (kill and fade, 

and was among themfelves highly valued.' 

They had belts,' large embroidered garters, 

and many other ornaments, formed, fird of 

deer finews, divided to the fize of coarfe 

thread, and afterwards, when they obtained, 

worded thread from us, of that material, 

formed in a manner which I could never 

comprehend. It was neither knitted nor 

wrought in the manner of net, nor yet 

woven; but the texture was formed more 

like an officer’s fafh than any thing I can 

•compare it to. While the women and chil¬ 

dren were thus employed, the men feme- 

times G 2 
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times afiified them in the more laborious 

part of their bufmefs, but oftener occupied 

themfelves in fifiling on the rivers, and dry¬ 

ing or preferving, by means of fmoke, in 

fheds erected for the purpofe, fiurgeon and 

large eels, which they caught in great quan¬ 

tities, and of an extraordinary hze, for winter 

provifion. 

Boys on the verge of manhood, and am¬ 

bitious to be admitted into the hunting par¬ 

ties of the enfuing winter, exercifed them¬ 

felves in trying to improve their fkill in 

archery, by fhooting birds, fquirrels, and 

racoons. Thefe petty huntings helped to 

fupport the little colony in the neighbour¬ 

hood, which however derived its principal 

fubfi(fence from an exchange of their ma¬ 

nufactures with the neighbouring family for 

milk, bread, and other articles of food. 

The fummer reftdence of thefe ingenious 

artifans promoted a great intimacy between 

t he females of the vicinity and the Indian 

women, whofe fagacity and comprehenfion 

of mind were beyond belief. 

It is a fmgular circumfiance, that though 

thm 
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they faw the negroes in every refpe&able 

family not only treated with humanity, but 

cherilhed with parental kindnefs, they al¬ 

ways regarded them with contempt and dif- 

like, as an inferior race, and would have no 

communication with them. It was necef. 

fary then that all conventions fhould be 

held, and all bufinefs tranfafbed with thefa 

females, by the miftrefs of the family. In 

the infancy of the fettlemem the Indian 

language was familiar to the more intelli¬ 

gent inhabitants, who found it very ufeful, 

and were, no doubt, pleafed with its ner¬ 

vous and emphatic idiom, and its lofty apd 

fonorous cadence. It was indeed a noble 

and copious language, when one confidersr 

that it ferved as the vehicle of thought to a 

people whofe ideas andrfphere of action we 

fnould confider as fo very confined. 

<2HAih 
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€ H A P. XIII, 

Prog refs of Knowledge.-—Indian Manner#. 

Conversing with thofe interefting and 

deeply reflecting natives, was to think¬ 

ing minds no mean fource of entertainment. 

Communication foon grew eafier; for the 

Indians had a fingular facility in acquiring 

other languages; the children I well re¬ 

member, from experimental knowledge, for 

I delighted to hover about the wigwam, and 

converfe with thofe of the Indians, and we 

very frequently mingled languages. But 

to return: whatever comfort or advan¬ 

tage a good and benevolent mind pofleffes, 

it is willing to extend to others. The 

mother of my friend, and other matrons, 

who like her experienced the confolations, 

the hopes, and the joys of chriflianity, 

wifhed thofe eftimable natives to {hare in 

their pure enjoyments. 

Of 



( 12 7 > 
0T all others thefe mild and practical 

ehriftians were the bed fitted for making 

profelytes. Unlike profeffed miffionarie»| 

whofe zeal is not always feconded by 

judgment, they did not begin by alarming 

the jealoufy with which all manner of peo¬ 

ple watch over their hereditary prejudices.. 

Engaged in adive life, they had daily op¬ 

portunities of demonftrating the truth of 

their religion by its influence upon their 

eondud. Equally unable and unwilling to 

enter into deep difquifitions or polemical 

arguments, their calm and unftudied ex¬ 

planations of the effential dodrines of 

chriftianity were the natural refults which 

arofe out of their ordinary converfation0 

To make this better underftood, I mull 

endeavour to explain what I have obferved 

in the unpoliihed fociety, that occupies the 

wild and remote diftrids of different coun¬ 

tries. Their converfation is not only more 

original, bur, however odd the expreflion 

may appear, more philofophical than that 

of perfons equally deftitute of mental cul¬ 

ture in more populous diftrids. They de- 

g 4 rive 
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five their fubjeds of refledion and ccnver- 

fation more from natural objeds, which 

lead minds, poffefting a certain degree of 

intelligence, more forward to trace effects 

to their caufes. Nature there, too, is feen 

arrayed in virgin beauty and fimple majefi- 

ty. Its various afpeds are more grand 

and impreffive. Its voice is more diftindly 

heard, and finks deeper into the heart. 

Thefe people, more dependent on the fitri¬ 

ples of the fields and the wild fruits of the 

woods j better acquainted with the forms 

and inftinds of the birds and beafts, their 

fellow denizens in the wild ; and more ob- 

fervant of every conftellation and every 

change in the Iky, from living fo much in 

the open air, have a wider range of ideas 

than we are aware of. With us, art every 

where combats nature, oppofes her plain- 

eft didates, and too often conquers her. 

The poor are fo confined to the fpot where 

their occupations lie, fo engrofied by their 

ftruggles for daily bread, and fo furround- 

ed by the Works of man, that thofe of 

their Creator are almoit excluded from 

their 
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their view, at lead form a very frnall part 

of the fubje&s that engrofs their thoughts. 

What knowledge they have is often merely 

the hulks and orts that fall from the table 

of their fuperiors, which they fwallow with¬ 

out chewing. 

Many of thofe who are one degree 

above the lowed clafs, fee nature in poetry, 

novels, and other books, and never think 

of looking for her any where elfe: like a 

perfon amufed by feeing the reflection of 

the Aarry heavens or drifting clouds in a 

calm lake, never lifting his eyes to thofe 

objects of which he fees the imperfeft 

though refenibling pictures. 

Thofe who live in the undifguifed bo- 

fom of tranquil nature, and whofe chief 

employment it is, by difincumbering her 

of wade luxuriance, to difcover and im¬ 

prove her latent beauties, need no borrow¬ 

ed enthudafm to relilh her fublime and 

graceful features. The venerable fimpli- 

city of the facred fcriptures has fomething 

extremely attractive for a mind in this 

date. The foul, which is the mod familiar 

e 5 with 
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with its Creator in his works, will be ah 

ways the mo ft ready to recognize him in 

his word. Converfations, which had for 

their fubjeft the nature and virtues of 

plants, the extent and boundaries of woods 

and lakes, and the various operations of 

inftinft in animals, under thofe circum- 

flances where they are folely directed by 

it, and the diftinct cuftoms and manners 

of various untutored nations, tended to 

expand the mind, and teach it to afpire 

to more perfect intelligence. The untaught 

reafoners of the woods could not but ob- 

ferve that the Europeans knew much that 

was concealed from them, and derived 

many benefits and much power from that 

knowledge. Where they faw active virtue 

keep pace with fuperior knowledge, it was 

natural to conclude that perfons thus be¬ 

neficially enlightened, had clearer and 

ampler views of that futurity, which to 

them only dimly gleamed through form- 

lefs darknefs. They would fuppofe, too, 

that thofe illuminated beings had fome 

means of approaching nearer to that fource 

of 
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of light and perfedtion from which wifdom 

is derived, than they themfelves had at¬ 

tained. Their minds being thus prepared 

by degrees, thefe pious matrons (probably 

a (filled by thofe lay-brothers of whom I 

have fpoken) began to diffufe the know¬ 

ledge of the diftinguifhing dodtrines of 

chriftianity among the elderly and well-in¬ 

tentioned Indian women. Thefe did not 

by any means receive the truth without 

examination: the acutenefs of intelledl 

which difcovered itfelf in their objedlions 

(of which I have heard many ftriking in- 

ftances) was aftonilhing; yet the humble 

and fuccefsfui inftruments of enlightening 

thofe fmcere and candid people, did by 

no means take to themfelves any merit in 

making profeiytes. "When they found 

their auditors difpofed to liften diligently 

to the truth, they fent them to the clergy¬ 

man of the place, who inftrudled, con¬ 

firmed, and baptized them. I am forry 

that I have not a clear and diftindt recob 

ledtion of the exadt manner, or the num¬ 

bers, &c. of thefe firft converts, of whom 

g 6 I ihall. 
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I (hall fay more hereafter; but I know that 

this was the ufual procefs. They were, 

however, both zealous and perfevering, 

and proved the means of bringing many 

others under the law of love, to which it 

is reasonable to fuppofe the fafety of this 

unprotected frontier was greatly owing at 

that crifis, that of the firil attacks of the 

French. The Indian women, who from 

motives of attachment to particular fami¬ 

lies, or for the purpofe of carrying on the 

fmall traffic already mentioned, were wont 

to pafs their fu miners near the fettlers, 

were of detached and wandering families, 

who preferred this mode of living to the 

labour of tilling the ground, which entire¬ 

ly devolved upon the women among the 

Five nations. By tilling the ground I 

would not be underRood to mean any 

fettled mode of agriculture, requiring cat¬ 

tle, inclofures, or implements of hulban- 

dry. Grain made but a very fubordinate 

part of their fubfiHence, which was chiefly 

derived from fifiling and hunting. The 

little they had was maize; this with kid¬ 

ney 
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ney beans and tobacco, the only plants 

they cultivated, was fowed in fome very plea- 

fant fields along the Mohawk river, by the 

women, who had no implements of tillage 

but the hoe, and a kind of wooden fpade. 

Thefe fields lay round their caftlcs, and 

while the women were thus employed, the- 

men were catching and drying fifh by the 

rivers or on the lakes. The younger girls 

were much bufied during fummer and au¬ 

tumn, in gathering wild fruits, berries, 

and grapes, which they had a peculiar 

mode of drying to preferve them for the 

winter. The great cranberry they gather¬ 

ed in abundance, which, without being 

dryed, would lafl the whole winter, and 

was much ufed by the fettlers. Thefe 

dryed fruits were no luxury; a faftidious 

tafle would entirely rejed them. Yet, 

befides furnilhing another article of food, 

they had their uie, as was evident. With¬ 

out fome antifeptic, they who lived the 

whole winter on animal food, without a 

fingle vegetable, or anything of the nature 

of bread, unlefs now and then a little 

1i maize. 
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maize, which they had the art of boiling 

down to foftnefs in lye of wood-afhes, 

mud have been liable to that great fcourge 

of northern nations in their primitive date, 

the fcurvy, had not this fimple defert been 

a prefervative againft it. Rheumatifms, 

and fometimes agues affected them, but no 

fymptom of any cutaneous difeafe was ever 

feen on an Indian. 

The ftragglers from the confines of 

the orchards did not fail to join their tribes 

in winter ; and were zealous, and often 

fuccefsful in fpreading their new opinions. 

Indians fuppofed that every country had 

its own mode of honouring the great fpirits 

to whom all were equally acceptable. This 

had, on one hand, the bad effect of making 

them fatisfied with their own vague and 

undefined notions *, and on the other, the 

good one of making them very tolerant of 

thofe of others. If you do not infult their 

belief, (for mode of worfhip they have 

fcarce any,) they will hear you talk of 

yours with the greateft patience and atten¬ 

tion. Their good breeding, in this refpeft, 

was 
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was really fuperlative. No Indian ever inter¬ 

rupted any, the moil idle talker : but when 

they concluded, he would deliberately, me¬ 

thodically, and not ungracefully anfwer or 

comment upon all they had faid, in a man¬ 

ner which Ihewed that not a word had 

efcaped him. 

Lady Mary Montague ludicroufly fays, 

that the court of Vienna was the paradife 

of old women ; and that there is no other 

place in the world where a woman pad 

fifty excites the lead intered. Had her 

travels extended to the interior of North 

America, fhe would have feen another in¬ 

dance of this inverfion of the common 

mode of thinking. Here a woman never 

was of confequence, till die had a fon old 

enough to fight the battles of his country j 

from that date fhe held a fuperior rank in 

fociety; was allowed to live at eafe, and 

even called to confultations on national 

affairs. In favage and warlike countries, 

the reign of beauty is very fhort, and its 

influence comparatively limited. The girls 

in childhood had a very pleading appear- 

s ance 
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ance ; but excepting their fine hair, eyes and 

teeth, every external grace was foon banifhed 

by perpetual drudgery, carrying burdens too 

heavy to be borne, and other flavifh employ¬ 

ments confidered beneath the dignity of the 

men. Thefe walked before, erect and grace¬ 

ful, decked with ornaments, which fet off to 

advantage the fymmetry of their well form¬ 

ed perfons, while the poor women fol¬ 

lowed, meanly attired, bent under the 

weight of the children and utenfils, which 

they carried every where with them; and 

disfigured and degraded by ceafelefs toils. 

They were very early married : for a 

Mohawk had no other fervant but his 

wife; and whenever he commenced hun¬ 

ter, it was requifite that he fhould have 

fome one to carry his load, cook his kettle, 

make his mognefans, and above all, pro¬ 

duce the young warriors who were to fuc- 

ceed him in the honours of the chafe, and of 

the toma-hawk. V/herever man is a mere 

hunter, woman is a mere Have. It is domeftic 

intercourfe' that foftens man, and elevates 

woman 5 and of that there can be little, 

^here 
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where the employments and amufements 

are not in common : the ancient Caledoni¬ 

ans honoured the fair ; but then, it is to be 

obferved, they were fair huntreffes, and 

moved, in the light of the'r beauty, to the 

hill of roes; and the culinary toils were 

entirely left to the rougher fex. When 

the young warrior above alluded to made 

fits appearance, it foftened the cares of his 

mother} who well knew that when he 

grew up, every deficiency in tendernefs to 

his wife would be made up in fuperabun- 

daut duty and affection to her. If it were 

poffible to carry filial veneration to excefs, 

it was done here; for all other charities 

were abforbed in it. I wonder this fyftem 

of depreffing the fex in their early years, 

to exalt them when all their juvenile at¬ 

tractions were flown, and when mind alone 

can diftinguifli them, has not occurred to 

our modern reformers. The Mohawks 

took good care not to admit their women 

to fiiare their prerogatives, till they ap¬ 

prove themfelves good wives and mothers. 

This digreflion, long as it is, has a very 

in- 
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intimate connexion with the character of 

my friend 5 who early adopted the views of 

her family, in regard to thofe friendly In¬ 

dians, which greatly enlarged her mind, 

and ever after influenced her conduct. 

She was, even in childhood, well acquaint¬ 

ed with their language, opinions, and cuf- 

toms ; and, like every other perfon pof- 

fefled of a liberality or benevolence of mind, 

whom chance had brought acquainted with 

them, was exceedingly partial to thofe high- 

fouled and generous natives. The Mo¬ 

hawk language was early familiar to her ; 

Ihe fpoke Dutch and Englilh with equal 

eafe and purity; was no ftranger to the 

French tongue; and could (I think) read 

German. I have heard her fpeak it. From 

the converfations which her a&ive curiofity 

led her to hold with native Africans, 

brought into her father’s family, Ihe was 

more intimately acquainted with the cuf- 

toms, manners, and government of their 

native country, than lire could have been, 

by reading all that was ever written on the 

fubjeft. Books are, no doubt, the gra¬ 

naries 
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naries of knowledge: but a diligent, en¬ 

quiring mind, in the active morning of life, 

will find it firewed like manna over the 

face of the earth; and need not, in all 

cafes, reft fatisfied with intelligence accu¬ 

mulated by others, and tinctured with their 

paffions and prejudices. Whoever reads 

Horner or Shakfpeare may daily difcover 

that they defcribe both nature and art from 

their own obfervation. Confequently you 

fee the images, reflected from the mirror 

of their great minds, differing from the 

defcriptions of others, as the reflection of 

an objeCt in all its colours and proportions 

from any polifhed fervice, does from a fha- 

dow on a wall, or from a picture drawn 

from recollection. The enlarged mind of 

my friend, and her fimple yet eafy and 

dignified manners, made her readily adapt 

herfelf to thofe with whom fhe converfed, 

and every where command refpeCt and 

kindnefs; and, on a nearer acquaintance, 

affeCtion followed; but fhe had too much 

fedatenefs and independence to adopt thofe 

carefling and infmuating manners, by which 

the 
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the vain and the artful fo foon find their way 

into (hallow minds. Her character did 

not captivate at once, but gradually un¬ 

folded itfelf; arid you had always fome* 

thing new to difcover. Her fiile was grave 

and mafeufine, without the leaf! embellifh* 

tnent; and at the fame time fo pure, that 

every thing fire laid might be printed 'with¬ 

out corre&ion, and fo plain, that the moll 

ignorant and tnofl inferior perfons were 

never at a lofs to comprehend it. It pof- 

fefled, too, a wonderful flexibility ; it feemed 

to rife and fall with the fubjeft. I have 

not met with a flile which, to noble and uni¬ 

form fimplicity, united fuch variety of ex- 

preffion. Whoever drinks knowledge 

pure at its fources, folely from a delight 

in filling the capacities of a large mind, 

without the defire of dazzling or out-fhin* 

ing others; whoever fpeaks for the foie 

purpofe of conveying to other minds thofe 

ideas, from which he himfelf has received 

pleafure and advantage, may poffefs this 

chafle and natural flile: but it is not to be 

acquired by art or ftudy. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Marriage of Mifs Schuyler.—Defcription of the 

Fiats. 

^pss S. had the happinefs to capti¬ 

vate her coufm Philip, eldeft fon of 

her uncle, who was ten years older than 

herfelf, and was in all reflects to be ac¬ 

counted a fuitable, and in the worldly 

fenfe, an advantageous match for her. 

His father was highly fatisfied to have the 

two objects on whom he had bellowed fo 

much care and culture united, but did 

not live to fee this happy connexion take 

place. They were married in the year 

1719*, when fhe was in the eighteenth year 

of her age. When the old colonel died, 

he left confiderable poffeffions to be divided 

among his children, and from the quantity 

of plate, paintings, &c. which they (hared, 

there is reafon to believe he mud have 

brought foine of his wealth from Holland, 

* Mifs .Schuyler was born In the year 1701* 

as 
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as in thcfe days people had little means of 

enriching themfelves in new fettlements. 

He had alfo confiderable poffeffions in a 

place near the town, now called Fifli Kill, 

about twenty miles below Albany. His 

family reftdence, however, was at the 

Flats, a fertile and beautiful plain on the 

banks of the river. Fie poflefled about 

two miles on a flretch of that rich and 

level champain. This poffeffion was bound¬ 

ed on the eaft by the river Fludfon, whofe 

high banks overhung the dream and its 

pebbly ft rand, and were both adorned and 

defended by elms (larger than ever I have 

feen in any other place), decked- with na¬ 

tural feftoons of wild grapes, which abound 

along the banks of this noble ft ream. 

Thefe lofty elms were left when the coun¬ 

try was cleared, to fortify the banks again ft 

the ma-fles of thick ice which make war 

upon them in fpring, when the melting 

fnows burft this glafly pavement, and raife 

the waters many feet above their ufuai 

level. This precaution not only anfwers 

that purpofe, but gratifies the mind by 

prefenting 
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prefenting to the eye a remnant of the 

wild magnificence of nature arnidit the 

fmiling fcenes produced by varied and 

fuccefsfut cultivation. As you came along 

by the north end of the town, where the 

Patroon had his feat, you afterwards pad 

by the inclofures of the citizens, where 

as formerly defcribed, they planted their 

corn, and arrived at the Fiats, Colonel 

Schuyler’s poffeffion. On the right you 

faw the river in all its beauty, there above 

a mile broad. On the oppofite fide the 

view was. bounded by deep hills, covered 

with lofty pines, from which a water-fall 

defcended, which not only gave animation 

to the fylvan fcene, but was the bed baro¬ 

meter imaginable, foretelling by its varied 

and intelligible founds every approaching 

change, not only of the weather, but of 

the wind. Oppofite to the grounds lay an 

iiland, above a mile in length, and about 

a quarter in breadth, which alfo belonged 

to the Colonel: exquifitely beautiful it 

was, and though the haunt I mod delight¬ 

ed in, it is not in my power to defcribe it. 

Imagine 
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Imagine a little Egypt, yearly overflowed, 

and of the moft redundant fertility. This 

charming fpot was at firft covered with 

wood, like the reft of the country* ex¬ 

cept a long field in the middle, where the 

Indians had probably cultivated maize; 

round this was a broad /helving border, 

where the grey and the weeping willows, 

the bending ofier, and numberlefs aquatic 

plants not known in this country, were 

allowed to flourifli in the utmoft luxu¬ 

riance, while within, fome tall fycamores 

and wild fruit trees towered above the reft. 

Thus was formed a broad belt, which in 

winter proved an impenetrable barrier 

againft the broken ice, and in fummer was 

the haunt of numberlefs birds and final! 

animals, who dwelt in perfect fafety, it 

being impoffible to penetrate it. Num¬ 

berlefs were the productions of this luxu¬ 

riant- fpotj n4ver was a richer field for a 

botanift; for though the ice was kept off, 

/the turbid waters ©f the fpring flood over¬ 

flowed it annually, and not only depofited 

a rich fediment, but left the feeds of va¬ 

rious 
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rious plants fwept from the fhores it had 

paffed by. The-centre of the ifland, which 

was much higher than the tides, produced 

with a flight degree of culture the moil 

abundant crops of wheat, hay, and flax. 

At the end of this ifland, which was exa£t- 
t 

ly oppofite to the family manfion, a long 

fand-bank extended j on this was a very 

valuable ft filing place, of which a confider- 

able profit might be made. In fummer, 

when the water was low, this narrow {tripe 

(for fuch it was) came in fight, and fur- 

nilhed an amufing fpedtacle; for there the 

bald or white-headed eagle (a large pic- 

turefque bird, very frequent in this coun« 

try), the ofpray, the heron, and the cur¬ 

lew, ufed to (land in great numbers in a 

long row, like a military arrangement, 

for a whole fuaimer day, fifiling for perch 

and a kind of frefii-water herring which 

abounded there. At the fame feafon a 

variety of wild ducks, who bred on the 

fhores of the- ifland, (among which was a 

fmall white diver of an elegant form), 

led forth their young to try their firfl: ex- 

von. u h curfion. 
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curfion. What a fcene have I beheld on a 

calm fummer evening ! There indeed were 

■“ fringed banks” richly fringed, and won¬ 

derfully variegated ; where every imagin¬ 

able (hade of colour mingled, and where 

life teemed prolific on every fide. The 

river, a perfeCt mirror, reflecting the pine- 

covered hills oppofite; and the pliant (hades 

that bent without a wind, round this en¬ 

chanting ifland, while hundreds of the white 

divers, law-bill ducks with fcarlet heads, 

teal, and other aquatic birds, (ported at 

once on the calm waters. At the di(charge 

of a gun from the (hore, thefe feathered 

beauties all difappeared at once, as if by 

magic, and in an inftant rofe to view in 

different places. 

How much they feemed to enjoy that 

life which was fo new to them; for they 

were the young broods firft led forth to 

fport upon the waters. While the fixed 

attitude and lofty port of the large birds of 

prey, who were ranged upon the fandy 

fheif, rormed an inverted picture in the 

fame clear mirror, and were a pleafing 

contraft 
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contraft: to the playful multitude around. 

Thefe they never attempted to diflurb, well 

aware of the facility of efcape which their 

old retreats afforded them. Such of my 

readers as have had patience to follow me 

to this favourite ifle, will be, ere now, as 

much bewildered as I have often been my- 

felf on its luxuriant fhores. To return to 

the fouthward, on the confines of what 

might then be called an interminable wild, 

rofe two gently Hoping eminences, about 

half a mile from the fhore. From each of 

thefe- a large brook defcended, bending 

through the plain, and having their courfe 

marked by the fhades of primaeval trees and 

fhrubs left there to fhelter the cattle when 

the ground was cleared. On thefe emi¬ 

nences, in the near neighbourhood and full 

view of the manfion at the Flats, were two 

large and well built dwellings, inhabited by 

Colonel Schuyler’s two younger fons, Peter 

and Jeremiah. To the eldeft was allotted 

the place inhabited by his father, which, 

from its lower fituation and level furface^ 

H 2 was 
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was called the Flats. There was a cuftora 

prevalent among the new feeders fomething 

like that of gavelkind ; they made a pretty 

equal divifion of lands among their younger 

ions. The eldeft, by pre-eminence of birth, 

had a larger fhane, and generally fucceeded 

to the domain inhabited by his father, with 

the flaves, cattle, and effedts upon it. 

This, in the prefent in fiance, was the lot 

of the eldeft fon of that family whofe pof- 

feflions I have been defcribing. His por¬ 

tion of land on the fhore of the river was 

fcarcely equal in value to thofe of his bro¬ 

thers, to whofe poffeffions the brooks 1 have 

mentioned formed a natural boundary, di¬ 

viding them from each other, and from his. 

To him was allotted the coftly furniture of 

the family, of which paintings, plate, and 

china conftituted the valuable part j every 

thing elfe being merely plain and ufeful. 

They had alfo a large houfe in Albany, 

which they occupied occafionally. 

I have negledted to defcribe in its right 

place the termination or back ground of 

’ the 
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the Iandfcape I have fuch delight in recol- 

le&ing. There the folemn and intermi¬ 

nable fore (I was varied here and there by 

rifing grounds, near ftreams where birch 

and hiccory, maple and poplar, cheered the 

eye with a lighter green, through the pre¬ 

vailing fhade of dufky pines. On the bor¬ 

der of the wood, where the trees had been 

thinned for firing, was a broad fnrubbery all 

along, which marked the edges of the 

wood aboye the poffeffions of the brothers 

as far as ir extended. 

This was formed of Shumack, a fiirub 

with leaves, continually changing colour 

through all the varieties, from blend¬ 

ing green and yellow to orange tawney, 

and adorned with large lilac-fhaped 

clufters of bright fcarlet grains, covered 

with pungent dull of a fbarp flavour, at 

once faline and acid. This the Indians 

ufe as fait to their food, and for the 

dyeing of different colours. The red 

glow, which was the general refult of this 

natural border, had a fine effeft, thrown 

h 3 out 
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cut from the dufky fhades which towered 

behind. 

To the northward, a fandy trail, covered 

with low pines, formed a boundary betwixt 

the Flats and Stonehook, which lay further 

up the river. 

• 1» 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 
* 

Character of Philip Schuyler.—His Management of 

the Indians* 

Philip Schuyler, who, on the death of 

his father, fucceeded to the inheri¬ 

tance I have been defcribing, was a perfon 

of a mild benevolent chara&er, and an ex¬ 

cellent underftanding, which had received 

more culture than was ufual in that coun¬ 

try. But whether he had returned to Eu¬ 

rope, for the purpofe of acquiring know¬ 

ledge in the public feminaries there, or had 

been inftru&ed by any of the French pro- 

teftants, who were fometimes retained in the 

principal families for fuch purpofes, I do 

not exafUy know; but am led rather ter'" 

fuppofe the latter, from the connexion 

which always fubfifted between that clafs of 

people and the Schuyler family. 

When the intimacy between this gentle, 

man and the fubjeft of thefe memoirs took 

place fhe was a mere child $ for the colonel, 

H 4 as 
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as he was foon after called, was ten years 

older than fhe. This was fingular .there, 

where moft men married under twenty. But 

his early years were occupied by momentous 

concerns; for, by this time, the public fafety 

began to be endangered by the infidious 

wiles of the French Canadians, to whom 

our frontier fettlers began to be formidable 

rivals in the fur trade, which the former 

wifihed to engrofs. In procefs of time, the 

Indians, criminally indulged with ftrong li¬ 

quors by the moft avaricious and unprin¬ 

cipled of the traders, began to have an in- 

fatiable defire for them, and the traders’ 

avidity for gain increafed in the fame pro¬ 

portion. 

Occafional fraud on the one hand gave 

fife to occafional violence on the other. 

Mutual confidence decayed, and "hoftility 

betrayed itfelf, when intoxication laid open 

every thought. Some of our traders were, 

as the colonifts alleged, treacheroufly killed 

in violation of treaties folemnly concluded 

between them and the offending tribes. 

The mediation and protection of the 

Mohawk 
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Mohawk tribes were, as ufual, appealed to. 

Bat thefe fhrewd politicians faw evidently 

the value of their protection to an unwar¬ 

like people, who made no effort to defend 

themfelves ; and who, diftant from the 

fource of authority, and contributing no¬ 

thing to the fupport of government, were 

in a great meafure neglected. They began 

alfo to obferve, that their new friends were 

extending their poffeffions on every fide, 

and confcious of their wealth and increas¬ 

ing numbers, did not fo affiduoufly culti¬ 

vate the good will of their faithful allies as 

formerly. Thefe nations, favage as we may 

imagine them, were as well Skilled in the 

arts of negociation as the molt polite Euro¬ 

peans. They waged perpetual war with 

each other about their hunting grounds 5 

each tribe laying claim to foine vaft wild 

territory deftined for that purpofe, and di¬ 

vided from other diltriCts by boundaries 

which we Ihould confider as merely ideal, 

but which they perfectly underftood. Yet 

thefe were not fo diltinCtly defined as to 

preclude all difpute ; and a eafual encroach- 
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xnent on this imaginary deer park was a 

fufficient ground of hoftility; and this, not 

for the value of the few deer or bears which 

might be killed, but that they thought their 

national honour violated by fuch an aggref- 

fion. That fyftem of revenge, which fub- 

fifted with equal force among them all, ad¬ 

mitted of no fincere conciliation till the ag¬ 

grieved party had obtained at leaft an equal 

number of fcalps and prifoners for thofe 

that they had loft. This bloody reckoning 

was not eafily adjufted. After a fhort and 

hollow truce, the remaining balance on 

either fide afforded a pretext for new hofti- 

lities, and time to folicit new alliances; for 

which laft purpofe much art and much per- 

fuafive power of eloquence were employed. 

But the grand myftery of Indian politics 

was the flattery, the ftratagem, and addrefs 

employed in detaching other tribes from the 

alliance of their enemies. There could not 

be a ftronger proof of the reftlefs and tur¬ 

bulent nature of ambition than thefe artful 

negociations, the confequence of perpetual 

hoftility, where one would think there was 

fo 
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fo little ground for quarrel; and that 

amongft a people who individually, were 

by no means quarrelfome or covetous, and 

feemed in their private tranfa&ions with 

each other, impreffed with a deep fenfe of 

moral reCtirude ; who reafoned foundly, re¬ 

flected deeply, and afted in molt cafes con- 

fequentially. Property there was none, to 

afford a pretest for war, excepting a little 

poffeffed by the Mohawks, which they knew 

fo well how to defend, that their bounda¬ 

ries were never violated ; 

“ For their awe and their fear was upon all the na¬ 

tions roundabout.” 

Territory could not be the genuine fubjeft 

of contention in tnefe thinly peopled foreftsj. 

where the ocean and the pole were the only, 

limits of their otherwife boundlefs domain. 

The confequenee attached to the authority 

of chiefs, , who, as fueh, poffeffed no more* 

property than others, and had not power to. 

command a fmgie vaffal for their own per-- 

fonal benefit, .was not fuch as to be the ob- 

h 6 
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jed of tbofe wars. Their chief privilege 

was that of being firft in every dangerous 

enterprize. They were loved and honour¬ 

ed, but never, that I have heard of, tra¬ 

duced, envied, or removed from their pain¬ 

ful pre-eminence. 

The only way in which thefe wars can be 

accounted for is, flrft, from the general de¬ 

pravity of our nature, and from a Angularly 

deep feeling of injury, and a high fenfe of 

national honour. They were not the hafty 

outbreak!ngs of favage fury, but were com¬ 

menced in the moft folemn and deliberate 

manner ; and not without a prelude of re- 

monftrances from the aggrieved party, and 

attempts to foothe and conciliate from the 

other. This digreffion mull not be confi- 

dered as altogether from the purpofe. To 

return to the Indians, whofe hiftory has its 

ufe in illuftrating that of mankind : they 

now became fully fenfible of the impor¬ 

tance they derived from the increafed wealth 

and undefended flare ol the fettlement. 

They Uncovered too, that they held the ba¬ 

lance 
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lance between the interior fettlements of 

France and England, which, though ftill 

diflant from each other, were daily approxi¬ 

mating. * 

The Mohawks, though always brave and 

always faithful, felt a very allowable repug¬ 

nance to expofe the lives of their warriors 

in defence of thofe who made no effort to 

defend themfelves; who were neither pro¬ 

tected by the arms of their fovereign, nor 

by their own courage. They came down 

to hold a folemn congrefs, at which, the 

heads of the Schuyler and Cuyler families 

affifted ; and where it was agreed that hof- 

tilities ihould be delayed for the prefent, 

the hoftile nations pacified by conceflxons 

and prefents, and means adopted to put the 

fettlement into a ftate of defence again ft 

future aggreffions. 

On all fuch occafions, when prevkmfly 

fatisfied with regard to the juftice of the 

grounds of quarrel, the Mohawks promif- 

ed their hearty co-operation. This they 

were the readier to. do, as their young 

brother Philip (for To they fly led Colonel 

von. i. *h 7 Schuyler) 
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Schuyler) offered not only to head fuch 

troops as might be raifed for this purpofe, 

but to engage his two brothers, who were 

well acquainted with the whole frontier 

territory, to ferve on the fame terms. 

This was a lingular inftance of public fpirit 

in a young patriot, who was an entire 

ftranger to the profeffion of arms; and 

whofe fedate equanimity of chara&er was 

adverfe to every fpecies of rafhnefs or en- 

thuliafm. Meantime the provifions of the 

above-mentioned treaty could not be car¬ 

ried into effect, till they were ratified by 

the affembly at New York, and approved 

by the governor. Of this there was little 

doubt*; the difficulty was to raife, and pay 

the troops. In the interim, while fteps 

were taking to legalize this project, in 

1719, the marriage betwixt Col. Schuyler 

and his coufin took place under the hap*, 

piefl aufpices. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. xvr. 

Account of the Three Brothers. 

^iolonel Schuyler and his two brothers 

all poffefled a fuperior degree of Intel* 

left, and uncommon external advantages* 

Peter, the only one remaining when I knew 

the family, was (till a comely and dignified 

looking old gentleman ; and I was told his 

brothers were at leaft equal to him in this 

refpeft. His youngeft brother Jeremiah, 

who was much beloved for a difpofition, 

frank, cheerful, and generous to excels, 

had previoufly married a lady from. New 

York \ with whom he obtained feme for¬ 

tune : a thing then lingular in that country. 

This lady, whom, in her declining years, I 

knew very well, was the daughter of a 

wealthy and diftinguifhed family of French, 

proteftants. She was lively, fenfible, and 

well informed. 

Peter, the fecosid, was married to a na- 

vol* i. *n % live 
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tive of Albany. She died early: but left 

behind two children ; and the reputation 

of much worth, and great attention to her 

conjugal and maternal duties. All thefe 

relations lived with each other, and with 

the new married lady, in habits of the mod: 

Cordial intimacy and perfeCt confidence. 

They feemed, indeed, actuated by one 

fpirit; having in all things fimilar views 

and fimilar principles. Looking up to the 

colonel as the head of the family, whofe 

worth and affluence reflected confequence 

upon them all, they never dreamt of envy¬ 

ing either his fuperior manners, or his wife’s 

attainments, which they looked upon as a 

benefit and ornament to the whole. 

Soon after their marriage they vifited 

New York, which they continued to do 

once a year in the earlier period of their 

marriage, on account of their connection 

in that city, and the pleafing and intelligent 

fociety that was always to be met with 

there, both on account of its being the 

feat of government, and the refidence of 

the commander in chief on the continent, 

6 who 
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who was then neceffarily inverted with con- 

fiderable power and privileges, and had, as 

well as the governor for the time being, a 

petty court affembled round him. At a 

very early period a better ftyle of manners, 

greater eafe, franknefs, and polifh prevailed 

at New York, than in any of the neigh¬ 

bouring provinces. There was, in parti¬ 

cular, a Brigadier-General Hunter, of whom 

I have heard Mrs. Schuyler talk a great 

deal, as coinciding with her uncle and huf- 

band fucceffively, in their plans either of 

defehce or improvement. He,.,! think, was 

then governor; and was as acceptable to 

the Schuylers for his colloquial talents and 

friendly difpofition, as eftimable for his 

public fpirit and application to bufinefs, in 

which refpeCts he was not equalled by any 

of his fuccertbrs. In his circle the young 

couple were much diftinguilhed. There 

were too among thofe leading families the 

Livingftons and RenfeJaers, friends con¬ 

nected with them both by blood and attach¬ 

ment. There was alfo another diftinguilh- 

ed family to whom they were allied, and 

vol. i» #h 9 with 
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with whom they lived in cordial intimacy 5 

thefe were -the De Lancys, of French de- 

fcent, but, by fubfequent intermarriages, 

blended with the Dutch inhabitants. Of 

thefe there were very many then in New 

York, as will be hereafter explained ; but 

as thefe confcienticus exiles were perfons 

allied in religion to the primitive fettlers, 

and regular and induftrious in their habits, 

they foon mingled with and became a part 

of that fociety, which was enlivened by their 

fprightly maimers, and benefited by the ufe- 

ful arts they brought along with them. In 

this mixed fociety, which mull have had at¬ 

traction for young people of fuperior and, 

in feme degree, cultivated intellect, this 

well-matched pair took great pleafure; and 

here, no doubt, was improved that liberality 

of mind and manners which fo much dif- 

tinguilhed them from the lefs enlightened 

inhabitants of their native city. They were 

fo much carefled in New York, and found 

fo many charms in the intelligent and com¬ 

paratively polifhed fociety of which they 

made a part there, that they had at firft 

feme 
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fome thoughts of reliding there. Thefe, 

however, foon gave way to the perfuafions 

of the old colonel, with whom they princi¬ 

pally refided till his death, which happened 

in 1721,' two years after. This union was 

produftive of all that felicity which might 

be expected to refult from entire congenia¬ 

lity not of fentiment only, but of original 

difpofitions, attachments, and modes of 

living and thinking. He had been accuf- 

tomed to confider her as a child with tender 

endearment. She had been ufed to look up 

to him from infancy as the model of manly 

excellence ; and they drew knowledge and 

virtue from the fame fountain, in the mind 

of that refpedlable parent whom they 

equally loved and revered. 

VOL. I. H IO CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

The Houfe and rural CEeonomy of the Flats.—Birds 
and Infe&is, 

J have already fketched a general out¬ 

line of that pleafant home to which 

the colonel was now about to bring his 

beloved. 

Before I refume my narrative, I fiiall 

indulge myfeif in'a ftiil more minute ac¬ 

count of the premifes, the mode of liv¬ 

ing, &c. which will afford a more diflincb 

idea of the country ; all the wealthy and 

informed people of the fettlernent living on 

a fmalier' fcale, pretty much in the fame 

manner. Be it known, however, that the 

houfe I had fo much delight in recollect¬ 

ing, had no pretenfion to grandeur, and 

very little to elegance. It was a large brick 

houfe of two or rather three dories (for 

there were excellent attics), befides a funk 

dory, finifhed with the exacted neatnefs. 

The 
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The lower floor had two fpacious rooms, 

with large light clofets; on the firft there 

were three rooms, and in the upper one 

four. Through the middle of the houfe 

was a very wide paffage, with oppofite 

front and back doors, which in fumtner 

admitted a ftream of air peculiarly grate¬ 

ful to the lanugid fenfes. It was furnifhed 

with chairs and pidlures like a fummer 

parlour. Here the family ufually fat in 

hot weather, when there were no ceremo¬ 

nious ftrangers. 

Valuable furniture (though perhaps not 

very well chofen or afforted) was the fa¬ 

vour] te luxury of thefe people; and in all 

the houfes I remember, except thofe of 

the brothers, who were every way more 

liberal. The mirrors, the paintings, the 

china, but above all, the ftate bed, were 

confidered as the family Zeraphim, fecretly 

worfhipped, and only exhibited on very 

rare occafions. But in Colonel Schuyler’s 

family the rooms were merely (hut up- to 

keep the flies, which in that country are 

an 
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an abfolute nuifance, from fpoiling the fur¬ 

niture. Another motive was, that they 

might be pleafantly cool when opened for 

company. This houfe had alfo two ap¬ 

pendages common to all thofe belonging 

to perfons in eafy circumltances there. 

One was a large portico at the door, with 

a few fteps leading up to it, and floored 

like a room ; it was open at the fides, and 

had feats all round. Above was either a 

flight wooden roof, painted like an awning, 

or a covering of lattice-work, over which 

a tranfplanted wild vine fpread its luxuriant 

leaves and numerous clufters. Thefe, 

though fmall, and rather too acid till fweet- 

ened by the froft, had a beautiful appear¬ 

ance. What gave an air of liberty and 

fafety to thefe ruftic porticos, which al¬ 

ways produced in my mind a fenfation of 

pleafure that I know not how to define, 

was the number of little birds 'domeflicated 

there. For their accommodation there 

was a fmall fhelf built round, where they 

nettled, facred from the touch of Haves 

- ’ 5 and 
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and children, who were taught to regard 

them as the good genii of the place, not 

to be difturbed with impunity. 

I do not recoiled fparrows there, ex¬ 

cept the wood fparrow. Thefe- little birds 

were of various kinds peculiar to the coun¬ 

try ; but the one mod frequent and fa¬ 

miliar was a pretty little creature, of a 

bright cinnamon colour, called a wren, 

though little refembling the one to which 

we give that name, for it is more fpright- 

ly, and flies higher. Of thefe and other 

fmall birds, hundreds gave and received 

protection around this hofpitable dwelling. 

The protection they received confided 

merely in the privilege of being let alone. 

That which they bedowed was of more 

importance than any inhabitant of Britain 

can imagine. In thefe new countries, 

where man has fcarce aflerted his domi¬ 

nion, life fwarms abundant on every fide; 

the infeCt population is numerous beyond 

belief, and the birds that feed on them 

are in proportion to their abundance. In 

procefs of time, when their flickering 

woods 
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wocds are cleared, all thefe recede before 

their mailer, but not before his empire is 

fully eflablilhed. Thefe minute aerial foes 

are more haraffing than the terrible inha¬ 

bitants of the forell, and more difficult to 

expel. It is only by prote&ing, and in 

fome fort domellicating, thefe little winged 

allies, who attack them in their own ele¬ 

ment, that the conqueror of the lion and 

tamer of the elephant can hope to fleep in 

peace, or eat his meals unpolluted. While 

breakfalling ci\ drinking tea in the airy 

portico, which was often the fcene of thefe 

meals, birds were constantly gliding over 

the table with a butterfly, grafshopper, or 

cicada in their bills to feed their young, 

who were chirping above. Thefe familiar 

inmates brulhed by without ceremony, 

while the chimney fwallow, the martin, 

and other hirundines in countlefs numbers 

darted pall in purfuit of this aerial popula¬ 

tion, while the fields refounded with the 

ceafelefs chirping of many gay infe£ts un¬ 

known to our more temperate fummers. 

Thefe were now and then mingled with 

the 
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the animated and not unpleafing cry of 

the tree-frog, a creature of that fpecies, 

but of a light {lender form, almoft tranfpa- 

rent, and of a lively green; it is dry to 

the touch, and has not the dank moifture 

of its aquatic relations ; in fhort is a pretty 

lively creature, with a - lingular and cheer¬ 

ful note. This loud and not unpleafing 

infedb-chorus, with the fwarms of gay 

butterflies in conftant motion, enliven fcenes 

to which the prevalence of woods, rifing 

“ fhade above (hade” on every fide, would 

otherwife give a dill and folemn afpedf. 

Several objedls, which with us are no fmall 

additions to the foftened changes and end- 

lefs charms of rural fcenery, it muff be 

confeffed are wanting there. No lark 

welcomes the fun that rifes to gild the 

dark forefts and gleaming lakes of Ame¬ 

rica ; no mellow thrufh or deep-toned 

blackbird warbles through thefe awful fo- 

litudes, or foftens the balmy hour of twi¬ 

light with 

“ The liquid language of the groves.3* 
L! 
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Twilight itfelf, the mild and lhadowy 

hour, fo foothing to every feeling, every 

penfive mind; that foft tranfition from 

day to night, fo dear to peace, fo due to 

meditation, is here fcarce known, at lead 

only known to have its fhortnefs regretted. 

No daily haftens to meet the fpring, or 

embellilhes the meads in fummer: here 

no purple heath exhales its wholefome 

odour, or decks the arid wafte with the 

chaftened glow of its waving bells. No 

bonny broom, fuch as enlivens the narrow 

vales of Scotland with its gaudy bloom, 

nor flowering furze with its golden blof- 

foms, defying the cold blatfs of early 

fpring, animate their fandy wilds. There 

the white-blofiomed floe does not forerun 

the orchard’s bloom, nor the pale primrofe 

flielter its modeft head beneath the tangled 

fhrubs. Nature, bountiful yet not profufe, 

has affigned her various gifts to various 

climes, in fuch a manner, that none can 

claim a decided pre-eminence; and every 

country has peculiar charms, which en¬ 

dear it to the natives beyond any other. 

I have . 
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I have been tempted by lively recolle&iong 

into a digreflion rather unwarrantable. To 

return:— 

At the back of the large houfe was a 

fmaller and lower one, fo joined to it as 

to make the form of a crofs. There one 

or two lower and fmaller rooms below, 

and the fame number above, afforded a 

refuge to the family during the rigours of 

winter, when the fpacious fummer rooms 

would have been intolerably cold, and the 

frnoke of prodigious wood fires would have 

fullied the elegantly clean furniture. Here, 

too, was a funk (lory, where the kitchen 

was immediately below the eating parlour, 

and encreafed the general warmth of the 

houfe. In fummer the negroes refided in 

flight outer kitchens, where food was dreft 

for the family. Thofe who wrought in 

the fields often had their Ample dinner 

cooked without, and ate it under the (hade 

of a great tree. One room I fhould have 

faid, in the greater houfe only, was Opened 

for the reception of company; all the reft 

were bed-chambers for their accommoda- 

r 2 tioq. 
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dor, while the domeftic friends of the fa¬ 

mily occupied neat little bed-rooms in the 

attics, or in the winter houfe. This houfe 

contained no drawing-room ; that was an 

unheard-of luxury: the winter rooms had 

carpets ; the lobby had oil-cloth painted in 

lozenges, to imitate blue and white mar¬ 

ble. The bed bed-room was hung with 

family portraits, fome of which were ad¬ 

mirably executed ; and in the eating-room, 

which, by the bye, was rarely ufed for 

that purpofe, were fome fine fcripture 

paintings; that which made the greatefl: 

impreffion on my imagination, and Teem¬ 

ed to be univerfaily admired, was one of 

Efau coming to demand the anticipated 

bleffings; the noble manly figure of the 

lucklefs hunter, and the anguilh expreffed 

In his comely though ftrong featured coun¬ 

tenance, I fhall never forget. The houfe 

fronted the river, on the brink of which, 

under lhades of elm and fycamore, ran the 

great road towards Saratoga, Stillwater, 

• and the northern lakes; a little fimple 

avenue of morella cherry trees, inclofed 
with 



. ( ) 
with a white rail, led to the road and river* 

not three hundred yards diftant. Adjoining 

to this, on the fouth fide, was an inclofure 

fubdivided into three parts, of which the firft 

was a fmall hay field, oppofite the fouth 

end of the houfe; the next, not fo long, a 

garden; and the third, by far the larged* 

an orchard. Thefe were furrounded by 

Ample deal fences-. Now let not the ge¬ 

nius that prefides over pleafure-grounds* 

nor any of his elegant votaries, revolt with 

difguft while I mention the unfeemly orna¬ 

ments which were exhibited on the flakes 

to which the deals of thefe fame fences 

were bound. Truly they confided of the 

fkeleton heads of horfes and cattle in as 

great numbers as could be procured, duck 

upon the abovefaid poles. This was not 

mere ornament either, but a moil hofpi- 

table arrangement for the accommodation 

of the fmall familiar birds before defcribed* 

The jaws are fixed on the pole, and the 

1 fkull uppermofl. The wren, on feeing a 

fkull thus placed, never fails to enter by the 

orifice, which is too fmall to admit the 

i 3 hand 
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hand of an infant, lines the pericranium 

with fmall twigs and horfe-hair,and there lays 

her eggs in full fecurity. It is very amuf- 

ing to fee the little creature carelefsly go 

out and in at this aperture, though you 

fhould be (landing immediately befide it. 

Not fatisfied with providing thefe lingular 

afylums for their feathered friends, the ne-.- 

groes never fail to make a fmall round hole 

in the crown of every old hat they can lay 

their hands on, and nail it to the end of the 

kitchen, for the fame purpofe. You often 

fee in fuch a one, at once, thirty or forty 

of thefe odd little domicils, with the inha¬ 

bitants bufily going out and in. 

Befides all thefe falutary provifions for the 

domeftic comfort of the birds, there was, in 

clearing the way for their firfl eftablifhment, 

a tree always left in the middle of the back 

yard, for their foie emolument: this tree 

being purpofely pollarded at Midfummer, 

when all the branches were full of fap. 

Wherever there bad been a branch, the 

decay of the iniide produced a hole ; and 

every hole was the habitation of a bird. 

Thefe 
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Thefe were of' various kinds; fome of 

which had a pleafing note, but, on the 

whole, their fongfters are far inferior to 

ours. I rather dwell on thefe minutiae, as 

they not only mark the peculiarities of the 

country, but convey very truly the image 

of a people not too refined for happinefs. 

which, in the procefs of 

apt to die of difgult. 

elegant luxury; is 

CHAP 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Defcription of Colonel Schuyler’s Barn, the Com¬ 

mon, and its various Ufes. 

^djoining to the orchard was the mod 

fpacious bam I ever beheld j which I 

■ fhall defcribe for the benefit of fuch of my 

readers as have never i'een a building con- 

ftruded on a plan fo cotnprehenfive. This 

barn, which, as will hereafter appear, anfvver- 

ed many beneficial purpofes befides thofe 

ufually allotted for fuch edifices, was of a 

vaft fize, at leaft an hundred feet long, and 

fixty wide. The roof rofe to a very great 

height in the mid ft, and Hoped down till it 

came within ten feet of the ground, when 

the walls commenced ; which, like the 

whole of this vaft fabric, were formed of 

wood. It was raifed three feet from the 

ground, by beams reiiing on ft one j and 

on thefe beams was laid, in the middle of 

the building, a very maffive oak floor. 

Before . 
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Before the door was a large fill. Hoping 

downwards, of the fame materials. About 

twelve feet in breadth on each fide of this 

capacious building were divided off for 

cattle; on one fide ran a manger, at the 

abovementioned diftance from the wall, the 

whole length of the building, with a rack 

above it; on the others were flails for the 

other cattle, running alfo the whole length 

of the building. The cattle and horfess 

flood with their hinder parts to the wall, 

and their heads projecting towards the 

threfhing floor. There was a prodigious 

large box or open cheft in one fide built 

up, for holding the corn after it was 

thraflied; and the roof, which was very 

lofty and fpacious, was fupported by large 

crofs beams: from one to the other of thefe 

was ftretched a great number of long poles, 

fo as to form a fort of open loft, on which 

the whole rich crop was laid up. The 

floor of thofe parts of the barn, which an* 

fwered the purpofes of a liable and cow- 

houfe, was made of thick flab deals, laid 

loofely over the fupporting beams. And 

the mode of cleaning thofe places was by 

j 5 turning 
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turning the boards, and permitting the dung 

and litter to fall into the receptacles left 

open below for the purpofe; from thence, 

in fpring, they were often driven down to 

the river, the foil, in its original ftate, not 

requiring the aid of manure. In the * front 

of this vaft edifice there were prodigious 

folding doors, and two others that opened 

behind. 

Certainly never did cheerful rural toils 

wear a more exhilarating afpeft than while 

the domeftics were lodging the luxuriant 

harveft in this capacious repofitory. When 

fpeaking of the doors, I Ihould have men¬ 

tioned that they were made in the gable 

ends; thofe in the back equally large, to 

correfpond with thofe in the front j while 

on each fide of the great doors were final- 

ler ones, for the cattle and horfes to enter. 

Whenever the corn or hay was reaped or 

cut, and ready for carrying home, which in 

that dry and warm climate happened in a 

very few days, a waggon loaded with hay, 

for inftance, was driven into the midll of 

* By the front is meant the gable end, which con¬ 
tains the entrance. 

this 
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this great barn; loaded alfo with num- 

berlefs large grafshoppers, butterflies, and 

cicadas, who came along with the hay. 

From the top of the waggon, this was im¬ 

mediately forked up into the loft of 

the barn, in the inidft of which was an 

open fpace left for the purpofe; and then 

the unloaded waggon drove, in ruftic 

ftate, out of the great door at the other 

end. In the mean time every member 

of the family witnefled, or affifted in this 

fummary procefs; by which the build¬ 

ing and thatching of flacks was at once 

faved; and the whole crop and cattle 

were thus compendioufly lodged under one 

roof. 

The cheerfulnefs of this animated fcene 

was much heightened by the quick appear¬ 

ance, and vanifhing of the fwallows; who 

twittered among their high built dwellings 

in the roof. Here, as in every other in- 

ftance, the fafety of thefe domeftic friends 

was attended to; and an abode pro¬ 

vided for them. In the front of this 

i 6 barn 
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barn were many holes, like thofe of a pid~ 

geon-houfe, for the accommodation of the 

martin; that being the fpecies to which this 

kind of home fee ms molt congenial; and, 

in the infide of the barn, I have counted 

above fourfcore at once. In the winter, 

when the earth was buried deep in new 

fallen fnow, and no path fit for walking in 

was left, this barn was like a great gallery, 

well fuited for that purpofe ; and furnilhed 

with pi&ures, not unpleafing to a fimple 

and contented mind. As you walked 

through this long area, looking up, you 

beheld the abundance of the year treafured 

above you $ on one fide the comely heads 

of your fnorting deeds prefented themfelves, 

arranged in feemly order ; on the other, 

your kine difplayed their meeker vifages, 

while the perfpeftive, on either, was ter¬ 

minated by heifers and fillies no lefs in- 

terefting. In the midft, your fervants 

exercifed the flail 5 and even, while they 

threlhed out the ftraw, diftributed it to 

the expectants on both fides j while the 

s '* liberal 
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{t liberal handful” was occafionally thrown 

to the many coloured poultry on the hill. 

Winter itfelf never made this abode of life 

and plenty cold or cheerlefs. Here you 

might walk and view all your fubjefts, 

and their means of fupport, at one glance ; 

except, indeed, the fheep; for whom a 

large and commodious building was eredl- 

ed very near the barn ; the roof of which, 

was furnilhed with a loft large enough to 

contain hay fufficient for their winter’s 

food. 

Colonel Schuyler’s barn was by far 

the larged I have ever feen: but all of 

them, in that country, were conftrutted 

on the fame plan, furnilhed with the fame 

accommodation, and prefented the fame 

cheering afpeft. The orchard, as I for** 

merly mentioned, was on the fouth fide 

of the barn ; on the north, a little farther 

back towards the wood, which formed a 

dark Ikreen behind this finding fcene, 

there was an inclofure, in which the re¬ 

mains of the deceafed members of the fa¬ 

mily 
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mily were depofited. A field of pretty 

large extent, adjoining to the houfe on that 

fide, remained uncultivated, and uninclo- 

fed ; over it were fcattered a few large 

apple-trees of a peculiar kind ; the fruit of 

which was never appropriated. This piece 

of level and productive land, fo near the 

the family manfion, and fo adapted to 

various and ufeful purpofes, was never 

made ufe of ; but left open as a public 

benefit. 

From the known liberality of this munifi¬ 

cent family, all Indians, or new fettlers, 

on their journey, whether they came by 

land or water, relied here. The military, 

in palling, always formed a camp on this 

common; and here the Indian wigwams 

were often planted; here all manner of 

garden-ftufF, fruit, and milk, were plen¬ 

tifully diflributed to wanderers of all de» 

fcriptions. Every fummer, for many 

years, there was an encampment, either of 

regular or provincial troops, on this com¬ 

mon; and often, when the troops pro¬ 
ceeded 
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ceeded northward, a little colony of help- 

lefs women and children, belonging to 

them, was left in a great meafure de¬ 

pendant on the compaffion of thefe worthy 

patriarchs ; for fuch the brothers might be 

juftly called. 

CHAP.; 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Military Preparations.—DIfinterefted Condudi, the 

fureft Road to Popularity,—Fidelity of the Mo¬ 

hawks. 

rJ"'HE firft year of the colonel’s marriage 

was chiefly fpent in New York, and 

in vifits to the friends of his bride, and 

other relations. The following years they 

fpent at home; furrounded daily by his 

brothers, and their families; and other 

relatives, with whom they maintained the 

mod afiediionate intercourfe. The colonel, 

however, (as I have called him by antici¬ 

pation) had, at this time, his mind en¬ 

gaged by public duties of the mod urgent 

nature. He was a member of the colonial 

aflembly ; and, by a kind of hereditary 

right, was obliged to fupport that charac¬ 

ter of patriotifm, courage, and public wif- 

dom, which had fo eminently diftinguilhed 

his father. The father of Mrs. Schuyler, 

too. 



too, had been long mayor of Albany ; at 

that time an office of great importance; 

as including, within itfelf, the entire civil 

power exercifed over the whole fettlement 

as well as the town, and having attached 

to it a fort of patriarchal authority ; for 

the people, little acquainted with coercion, 

and by no means inclined to fubmit to it, 

had, however, a profound reverence, as 

is generally the cafe in the infancy of foci- 

ety, for the families of their firft leaders ; 

whom they had looked up to merely as 

knowing them to poffefs fuperior worth, 

talent, and enterprife. In a fociety, as 

yet uncorrupted, the value of this rich in¬ 

heritance can only be diminifhed by degra¬ 

dation of character, in the reprefentative 

of a family thus felf-ennobled ; efpecially 

if he be difinterefted. This, though ap¬ 

parently a negative quality, being the one 

of all others that, combined with the high¬ 

er powers of mind, moft engages affedion 

in private and efteem in public life. This 

isa Ihield that blunts the (hafts which envy 

• never fails to level at the profperous, even 
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in old eftablilhments ; where, from the 

very nature of things, a thoufand ob- 

ftru&ions rife in the upward path of merit; 

and a thoufand temptations appear to mif- 

lead it from its direft road ; and where 

the rays of opinion are refrafted by fo 

many prejudices of contending interefts and 

factions. Still, if any charm can be found 

to fix that fleeting phantom popularity, 

this is it: it would be very honourable to 

human nature, if this could be attributed 

to the pure love of virtue ; but, alas! mul¬ 

titudes are not made up of the wife, or the 

virtuous. Yet the very felfilhnefs of our 

nature inclines us to love and trull thofe 

who are not likely to defire any benefit 

from us, in return for thofe they confer. 

Other vices may be, if not focial, in fame 

degree gregarious: but even the avaricious 

hate avarice in all but themfelves. 

Thus, inheriting unftained integrity, 

unbounded popularity, a cool determined 

fpirir, and ample pofleffions, no man had 

fairer pretenfions to unlimited fway, in 

the fphere in which he moved, than the 

colonel, 
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colonel; but of this, no man could be lefs 

defirous. He was too wife, and too happy 

to folicit authority; and yet too public- 

fpirited, and too generous to decline it, 

when any good was to be done or any 

evil refilled ; from which no private bene¬ 

fit refulted to himfelf. 

Young as his wife was, and much as 

Ihe valued the bleffing of their union, 

.and the pleafure of his fociety, Ihe (hew¬ 

ed a fpirit worthy of a Roman matron ; 

in willingly rilking all her happinefs, 

even in that early period of her mar¬ 

riage, by confenting to his a {fuming a 

military command ; and leading forth the 

provincial troops againfl: the common ene¬ 

my : who had now become more boldly 

dangerous than ever. Not content with 

fecretly ftimulating the Indian tribes, who 

were thier allies, and enemies to the 

Mohawks, toads of violence, the French 

Canadians, in violation of exifting treaties, 

began to make incurfions on the flighted: 

pretexts. It was no common warfare in 

which the colonel was about to engage : 

but 
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but the duties of entering on Rigorous 

meafures, for the defence of the country, 

became not only obvious but urgent. 

No other perfon but he had influence 

enough to produce any cohefion among 

the people of that diltrift, or any deter¬ 

mination, with their own arms and at 

their own coft, to attack the common ene¬ 

my. As formerly obferved, this had 

hitherto been trufted to the five confede¬ 

rate Mohawk nations ; who, -though Hill 

faithful to their old friends, had too much 

fagacity and obfcrvation, and indeed to© 

ftrong a native fenfe of rectitude, to perfuade 

their young warriors to go on venturing 

their lives in defence of thofe, who, from 

their increafed power and numbers, were 

able to defend themfelves with the aid of 

their allies. Add to this, that their pof- 

feffions were on all fides daily extendingj 

and that they, the Albanians, were car¬ 

rying their trade for furs, &c. into the 

deepeft recedes of the forefts, and towards 

thofe great lakes which the Canadians were 

accuftomed to confider as the boundaries 

of 



/ ( "89 ) 
of their dominions; and where they had 

Indians whom they were at great pains to 

attach to themfelves, and to infpire againfl 

us and our allies. 

Colonel Schuyler’s father had held the 

fame rank in a provincial corps formerly: 

but in his time, there was a profound peace 

in the diftridt he inhabited ; though from 

his refolute temper and knowledge of pub¬ 

lic bufinefs, and of the different Indian lan¬ 

guages, he was feledled to head a regiment 

railed in the Jet feys and the adjacent 

bounds, for the defence of the back fron¬ 

tiers of Penfylvania, New England, &c. 

Colonel Philip Schuyler was the firft who 

raifed a corps in the interior of the pro¬ 

vince of New York; which was not onjy 

done by his perfonal influence, but occa- 

fioned him a confiderable expence, though 

the regiment was paid by the province, the 

province alfo furnilhing arms and military 

ftores ; their fervice being, like that of all 

provincials, limited to the fumtner half year. 

The governor and chief commander came 

up to Albany to view and approve the 

prepara- 
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preparations making for this interior war, 

and to meet the congrefs of Indian fa- 

chems; who, on that occafion, renewed 

their folemn league with their brother the 

great king. Colonel Schuyler, being then 

the perfon they molt looked up to and 

confided in, was their proxy on this occa¬ 

fion in ratifying an engagement to which 

they ever adhered with fingular fidelity. 

And mutual prefents brightened the chain 

of amity, to ufe their own figurative lan¬ 

guage. 

The common and the barn, at the Flats, 

were fully occupied, and the hofpitable 

in an fi on, as was ufual on all public occa¬ 

fion s, overflowed. There the general, 

his aid-de-camps, the fachems and the 

principal officers of the colonel’s regiment, 

were received ; and thofe who could not 

find room there of the next clafs, were 

accommodated by 'Peter and Jeremiah. 

On the common was an Indian en¬ 

campment ; and the barn and orchard were 

full of the provincials. All thefe lafl 

brought as ufual their own food : but were 

3 fupplied 
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fupplied by this liberal family with every 

production of the garden, dairy, and or¬ 

chard. While the colonel’s judgment was 

exercifed in the neceffary regulations for 

this untried warfare, Mrs. Schuyler, by 

the calm fortitude (lie difplayed in this 

trying exigence, by the good fenfe and 

good breeding with which ihe accommo¬ 

dated her numerous and various guefts, 

and by thofe judicious attentions to family 

concerns, which, producing order and re¬ 

gularity through every department with¬ 

out vifible buftle and anxiety, enable the 

mi ft refs of a family to add grace and 

safe to hofpitality, Ihewed herfelf worthy of 

her diftinguifhed lot. 

CHAT*. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Account of a refractory Warrior, and of the Spirit 

jvhich flill pervaded the New England Provinces. 

thefe preparations were going 

on, the general* was making every 

effort of the neighbourhood to urge thofe 

who had promifed abidance, to come for¬ 

ward with their allotted quotas. 

On the other fide of the river, not very 

far from the Flats, lived a perfon whom 

I {hall not name; though his conduct was 

fo peculiar and charafleriftic of the times, 

that his anti-heroifm is on that foie account 

worth mentioning. This perfon lived in 

great fecurity and abundance, in a place 

like an earthly Paradife, and fcarcely knew 

what it was to have an ungratified wife, 

having had confiderable wealth left to 

■him 5 and from the fimple and domeftic 

* Shirley. 

habits 
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habits of his life, had formed no defires 

beyond it, unlefs indeed it were the de¬ 

fire of being thought a brave man, which 

feemed his greateft ambition; he was 

ftrong,- robuft, and an excellent markf- 

man; talked loud, looked fierce, and al¬ 

ways expreffed the utmoft fcorn and de- 

teftation of cowardice. The colonel ap¬ 

plied to him, that his name, and the names 

of fuch adherents as he could bring, might 

be fet down in the lift of thof’e who were 

to bring their quota, againft a given time, 

for the general defence: with the requeft 

he complied. When the rendezvous came 

on, this talking warrior had changed his 

mind, and abfolutely refufed to appear; 

the. general lent for him, and warmly 

expoftulated on his breach of promife; 

the bad example, and the difarrangement 

of plan which it occafioned : the culprit 

fpoke in a high tone, faying, very truly, 

“ that the general was pofieffed of no 

<c legal means of coercion; that every o'ne 

“ went or ftaid as they chofe; and that 

<c his change, of opinion on that fubjed 

vol. j. k “ rendered 
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** rendered him liable to no penalty what- 

ever.” Tired of this fophiftry, the en¬ 

raged general had recourfe to club law j 

and feizing a cudgel, belaboured this re¬ 

creant knigh t raoft manfully; while feveral 

Indian fachems, and many of his own 

countrymen and friends, coolly flood by ; 

for the colonel’s noted common was the 

fcene of this aflault. Our poor neighbour 

(as he long after became) fuffered this 

dreadful baftinado, unaided and unpitied ; 

and this example, and the confequent con¬ 

tempt under which he laboured, (for he 

was ever after Ailed Captain, and did not 

refufe the title,) was faid to have an excel¬ 

lent effect in preventing fuch retrogade 

motions in fubfequent campaigns*. The 

provin- 

i . ■1 ’■/ — 
\- 

m Above thirty years after, when the writer of 

thefe pages lived with her family at the Flats, the 

hero of this little tale ufed very frequently to vifrt 

her father, a veteran officer ; and being a great talker., 

war and politics were his mediant topics. There 

was no campaign or expedition propofed but what he 

eenfured and decided on ; propoiing methods of his 

mwv9 by which they might have been much better 

eonduded * 
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provincial troops, aided by the faithful 

Mohawks, performed their duty with great 

fpirit and perfeverance. They were, in¬ 

deed, very fuperior to the ignorant, ob(li« 

nate, and mean-fouled beings, who, in 

after times, brought the very name of pro¬ 

vincial troops into difcredit; and were ac¬ 

tuated by no fingle motive but that of 

avoiding the legal penalty then affixed to 

difobedience, and enjoying the pay and 

provifions allotted to them by the pro¬ 

vince, or the mother country, I cannot 

exa&ly fay which. Afterwards, when the 

refufe of mankind were fele&ed, like Fal- 

ftafFs foldiers, and raifed much in the 

fame way, the New-York troops ftill 

conducted: in fliort Parolles with liis drum was a 

mere type of oiir neighbour.. Her father long won«= 

dered how kindly he took to him, and how a peffoa 

of fo much wealth and eloquence fhould dwell fo ob- 

fcurely, and fliun all the duties of public life; till at 

length we difcovered that he ftill loved to talk arro» 

gantly of war and public affairs, and pitched upon 

him for a liftener, as the only perfon lie could fup- 

pofe ignorant of his difgrace. Such is human na* 

ture ! and fo incurable is human vanity ! I 

k a main- 

V 
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maintained their refpe&abiiity. This fupe- 

riority might, without reproaching others, 

be in fome meafure accounted for from 

incidental caufes. The four New England 

provinces were much earlier fettled, af- 

fumed fooner the forms of a civil commu¬ 

nity, and lived within narrower bounds; 

they- were more laborious; their fanati- 

cifm, which they brought from England 

in its at mod fervour, long continued its 

efi'ei vefceace, where there were no plea¬ 

sures, or indeed lucrative purfuits, to de¬ 

tach their minds from it: and long after 

that genuine fpirit of piety, which, how¬ 

ever narrowed and disfigured, was flill 

iincere, had in a great meafure evaporated; 

enough of the pride and rigour of bigotry 

remained to make them deteft and del pife 

the Indian, tribes- as ignorant heathen fa-. 

VaVes. The tribes,, indeed, who inhabited 
. -O, . 

their diftrict, had been fo -weakened by an 

nnfuccefsful warfare with the Mohawks, 

and were fo every way inferior to them, j 

that after the firft eftablilhment of t.he co¬ 

lony, and a.few feeble attacks fuccefsfully 

i -j repulfed. 
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repul fed, they were no longer enemies to 

be dreaded, or friends to be courted. 

This had an unhappy effect with regard 

to thofe provinces •» and to the different 

relations in which they flood with refpeft 

to the Indians, fome part of the finking 

difference in the moral and military cha- 

rafter of thefe various eflablifhments muft 

be attributed. 

The people of New England left the 

mother country, as banifhed from'it by 

what they confidered oppreffion; came 

over foaming with religious and political 

fury, and narrowly miffed having the mod 

artful and able of demagogues, Cromwell 

himfelf, for their leader and guide. They 

might be compared to lava, difcharged by 

the fury of internal combuflion, from the 

bofom of the commonwealth, while in¬ 

flamed by contending elements. This lava, 

every one acquainted with the convulsions 

of nature muft know, takes a long time 

to cool; and when at length it is cooled, 

turns to a fubftance hard and barren, that 

long refills the kindly influence of the ele- 

k 3 ments. 
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merits, before its furface refumes the ap¬ 

pearance ' of beauty and fertility. Such 

were the alrnoft literal effects of political 

convulfions, aggravated by a fiery and in¬ 

tolerant zeal for their own mode of wor- 

Ihip, on thefe felf-righteous colonifts. 

Thefe preliminary remarks on the diver- 

fity of char after in thofe neighbouring 

provinces lead the way, in the mean time, 

to a difcrimination, the effects of which 

have become interefting to the whole 

world. 

CHAP. 



CHAP. XXL 

X)’!{tlngui{hing Chara&eriiHcs of the New York Co* 

lonifls, to what owing.—Hugonots and Palatines7 

their Chara£ler0 

jgur to return to the fuperior moral and 

. military character of the New York 

populace. It was in the firft place owing 

to a well regulated piety, lefs concerned 

about forms than effentials. Next,, to an 

influx of other than the original Settlers,, 

which tended to render the general fyftem 

of opinion more liberal and tolerant. The 

French prottftants, driven from their native 

land by intolerant bigotry* had lived at 

home excluded alike from public employ¬ 

ments and fafhionable fociety. Deprived of 

fo many refources that were open to their 

feliow-fubjects, and forced to feek.comfort 

in piety and couc rd for many privations, 

fell command and frugality had been in a 

manner forced upon them $ consequently 

k 4 they 
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they were not fo vain or fo volatile as to 

difguft their new affociates; while their 

cheerful tempers, accommodating manners, 

and patience under adverfity, were very 

prepofleffing. 

Thefe additional inhabitants, being fuch as 

had fuffered real and extreme hardihips for 

confcience-fake from abfolute tyranny and 

the molt cruel intolerance, rejoiced in the 

free exercife of a pure and rational religion, 

and in the protection of mild and equitable 

laws, as the firft of human bleffings; which 

privation had fo far taught them to value, 

that they thought no exertion too great to 

preferye them. I Ihould have formerly 

mentioned, that, besides the French refu¬ 

gees already fpoken of, during the earliell 

period of the efrabliihtnent of the British 

fovereignty in this part of the continent, a 

great number of the proteftants, whom the 

fury of war and perfection on religious ac¬ 

counts had driven from the Palatinate, dur¬ 

ing the fuccefsful and defolating period of 

the wars carried on againft that unhappy 

country by Lewis the Fourteenth. The 

fubdued 
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fubdued and contented (pint, the fimple and 

primitive manners, and frugal, induftrious, 

habits of -thefe genuine fufferers for con- 

fcience-fake, made them an acquifition to 

any fociety which received them, and a rnoft 

fuitable infufion among the inhabitants of 

this province; who, devoted to the purfuits 

of agriculture and the Indian trade, which 

encouraged a wild romantic fpirit of adven¬ 

ture, little relilhed thofe mechanical employ¬ 

ments, or that petty yet neceffary traffic in 

fhops, &c. to which part of every regulated 

fociety mu ft needs devote their attention, 

Thefe civic toils were left to thofe ""patient 

and induftrious exiles ; while the friendly 

intercourfe with the original natives had 

ftrongly tindlured the fir ft colonifts with 

many of their habits and modes of think¬ 

ing. Like them, they delighted in hunt¬ 

ing ; that image of war, which io gene¬ 

rally, where it is the prevalent amufement, 

forms the body to athletic force and patient 

endurance, and the mind to daring intre¬ 

pidity. It was hot alone the timorous- 

deer or feeble hare that were the objects of 

k 5 their 
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their purfuit; nor could they in fuch an 

impenetrable country attempt to rival the 

fox in fpeed or fubtlety. When they kept 

their “ few (beep in, the wildernefs,” the 

fhe bear, jealous for her young, and the 

wolf, furious for prey, were to be encoun¬ 

tered for their protection. From thefe al¬ 

lies, too, many who lived much among 

them had learnt that fearlefs adherence to 

truth, which exalts the mind to the nob left 

kind of resolution. The dangers they were 

expo fed to of meeting wandering indivi¬ 

duals, or parties of hoftile Indians, while 

traverfmg the woods in their Sporting or 

commercial adventures, and the neceffity 

that Sometimes occurred of defending their 

families by their own perfonal prowefs, 

from the ftolen irruptions of detached par¬ 

ties of thofe ufually called the French In¬ 

dians, had alfo given their minds a warlike 

bent 5 and as a boy was not uncommonly 

truded at nine or ten years of age with a 

light fowling-piece, which he foon learned 

to ufe with great dexterity, few countries 

could produce fuch dexterous markfmen, 

or 
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or perfons fo well qualified for conquering 

thofe natural obftacles of thick woods and 

fwasnpSj which would at once baffle the 

molt determined European. It was not 

only that they were ftrong of limb, fwift 

of foot, and excellent markfmen — the 

hatchet was as familiar to them as the muf^ 

ket; and an amateur, who had never cut 

wood but for his diverfion, could hew down 

a tree with a celerity that would aftonifh 

and abafh a profeffed wood-cutter in this 

country ; in fliort, when means or argu¬ 

ments could be ufed powerful enough to 

colle£t a people fo uncontrouied and fo un- 

controulable, and when headed by a leader 

whom they loved and trufted, fo much as 

they did Colonel Schuyler, a well armed 

body of New "York provincials had nothing 

to dread but an ague or an ambufcade, to 

both of which they were’ much expofed on 

the banks of the lakes, and: amidfl the 

fwampy forefts, through which they had to 

penetrate in purfuit of an enemy ; of whom 

they might fay with the Grecian hero, that 

“ they wanted but daylight to conquer 

K 6 44 him.”, 

' \ 
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“ him.” This fir ft effay in arms of thofe 

provincials, under the aufpices of their 

brave and generous leader, fucceeded be¬ 

yond their hopes. This is ail I can recol¬ 

lect of it. Of its deftination I only know 

that it was directed againft fome of thofe 

eftablilhments which the French began to 

make within the Britifh boundaries. The 

expedition only terminated with the feafon. 

The provincials brought home Canadian 

prifoners, who were kept on their parole in 

the houfes of the three brothers, and be¬ 

came afterwards their friends; and the 

Five Nations brought home Indian prifo¬ 

ners, molt of whom they adopted, and 

fcalps enough to ftrike awe into the adverfe 

nations, who were for a year or two after¬ 

wards pretty quiet. 

CHAP. 



« 

( 205 ) . 

CHAP. XXII. 

A Child ftlll-borci.—Adoption of Children common 

in the Province.—Madame’s Vifit to New York. 

'jyjTRS. Schuyler had contributed ali in 

her power to forward this expedition; 

but was probably hurt, either by the fatigue 

of receiving fo many friends, or the anxiety 

produced by parting with them under luch 

circumhances ; for foon after the colonel’s 

departure (he was delivered of a dead child, 

which event was followed by an alarming 

illnefs; but (he wifhed the colonel to be 

kept ignorant of it, that he might give his 

undivided attention to the duties in which 

he was engaged. Providence, which doubt- 

lefs'had Tingled out this benevolent pair to 

be the parents of many who had no natural 

claim upon their affection, did not indulge 

them with any fucceeding profpects of a 

family of their own. This privation, not a 

frequent one in this colony, did not chill 

the 
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the minds or narrow the hearts of people, 

who, from this circutn fiance, found them- 

felves more at liberty to extend their bene¬ 

ficence, and enlarge that circle which em¬ 

braced the objefts of their love and care. 

This indeed was not finguiar during that 

reign of natural feeling which preceded the 

prevalence of artificial modes in this primi¬ 

tive diflridt. The love of offspring is cer¬ 

tainly one of the ftrongeft defires that the 

uncorrupted mind forms to itfelf in a date 

of comparative innocence. Affecting indif¬ 

ference on this fubj6£t is the fured proof of 

a difpofition either callous, or led by ex¬ 

treme vanity to pretend infenfibility to the 

bed feelings of nature. 

To a tie fo exquifitely tender, the pledge 

and bond of connubial union; to that bud 

of promifed felicity, which always cheers 

with the fragrance of dope the noon day of 

toil or care, and often fupporn with the 

rich cordial of filial love and watchful duty 

the evening of our decline, what mind 

can be indifferent. No wonder the joys 

of paternity fhouid be highly refilled 

wnere 
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where they were fo richly flavoured; where 

parents knew not what it was to find a rebel 

or a rival in a child j firft, becaufe they fet 

the example of fimplicity, of moderation, 

and of feeking their higheft joys in domeftic 

life; next, becaufe they quietly expe&ed 

and calmly welcomed the evening of life j; 

and did not, by an abfurd defire of being 

young too long, infpire their offspring with 

a premature ambition to occupy their place. 

What iacrifices have I not feen made to 

filial piety ! How many refpeflable (though 

not young) maidens, who, without pretend¬ 

ing a diflike to marriage, have rejefted men 

whom their hearts approved, becaufe they 

would not for fake, during her lifetime, a wi¬ 

dowed mother, whofe foie comfort they were! 

For fuch children who,i that hopes to 

grow old, would not wifh ? A confideratioa 

which the more poldhed manners of Eu¬ 

rope teach us to banilh as far as poflible 

from our minds. We have learned to 

check this natural fentimenc, by finding 

other objects for thole faculties of our 

minds, which nature intended to biefs and 

. benefit- 
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benefit creatures born to love us, and to 

enlarge our affections by exciting them. 

If this dream, which fo naturally inclines 

to flow downwards, happened to be checked 

in its courfe for want of the ufual channel* 

thefe adepts in the fcience of happinefs im¬ 

mediately formed a new one, and liked their 

canal as well as a river, becaufe it was of 

their own'making. To fpeak without a 

metaphor, whoever wanted a child adopted 

one ; love produced love, and the grafted 

fcyon very often proved an ornament and 

defence to the fupporting flock. But then 

the fcyon was generally artlefs and grateful. 

This is a part of the manners of my old 

friends which I always remember with de¬ 

light ; more particularly as it was the inva¬ 

riable cuflom to feled the child of a friend 

who had a numerous family. The very 

animals are not devoid of that mixture of 

affection and fagacity, which -fuggefts a 

mode of fupplying this great defideratum. 

Next to that prince of cats-, the famous cat 

of Whittington, I would place the cat re¬ 

corded by Dr. White in his curious natural 

hiftory. 
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hiltory, who, when deprived of her young, 

fought a parcel of defer ted leverets to fuckle 

and to fondle. What an example 1 

The following year produced a fufpen- 

fion of hofiilities between the Provinces and 

the Canadians. The colonel went to New 

York to attend his duty, being again chofen 

a member of she Colonial Affembly. Mrs, 
J 

Schuyler accompanied him ; and being im¬ 

proved both in mind and manners frnce her 

marriage, which, by giving her a more im¬ 

portant part to a£t, had called forth her 

powers, fhe became the centre of a circle 

by no means inelegant or uninformed ; for 

fociety was there more various and more 

polifhed than in any other part of the con¬ 

tinent, both from the mixture of fettiers, 

formerly defcribed, and from its being fitu- 

ated in a province mod frequently the feat 

of war, and confequently forming the head¬ 

quarters of the army, which, in point of the 

birth and education of the candidates- for 

promotion, was on a very different footing 

from w'hat it has been fince. It was then a 

much narrower range, and the fdedtion more 

attended to. Unlefs a man, by fingular 

powers 
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powers or talent, fought his way frdm the 

inferior rank; here was hardly an in- 

ftance of a perfon getting even a fubaltern’s 

cornmiffion whofe birth was not at leaft 

genteel, and who had not intereft and alli¬ 

ances. There were not fo many lucrative 

places under government. The wide field 

of adventure fince opened in the Eaft was 

fcarcely known ; a fubajtern’s pay was 

more adequate to the maintenance of a* 

gentleman; and the noble!! and mod re- 

fpeded families had no other way of pro¬ 

viding for fuch younger' brothers, as were 

not bred to any learned profeffion, but by 

throwing them into the army. As to mo¬ 

rals, this did not perhaps much mend the 

matter. Thefe officers might in fotne in- 

ftances be thoughrlefs, and even profligate, 

but they were feldom ignorant or low 

bred j and that rare charader called a 

finilhed gentleman, was not unfrequently 

to be found among the higher ranks of 

them $ who had added experience, reading, 

and refledion to their original flock of ta¬ 

lents and attainments. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

Colonel Schuyler’s partiality to the military chil¬ 

dren fucceffively adopted.—Indian charadter falfely 

charged with idlenefs. 

A 

jt fo happened that a fucceffion of officers* 

of the defcription mentioned in the pre¬ 

ceding chapter, were to be ordered upon 

the fervice which I have been detailing» 

and whether in New York or at home, they 

always attached themfelves particularly to 

this family, who, to the attractions of good 

breeding and eafy intelligent converfation* 

added the power, which they pre-eminently 

poffefled, of Smoothing■. the way for their 

neceffary intercourse with the independent 

and felf-righted fettlers, and inftrudting 

them in many things effential to promote 

the fuccefs of the purfuits in which they 

were about to engage. It was one of aunt 

Schuyler’s many lingular merits, that, after 

aiding for a time a diftinguiffied part in this 

compara- 
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comparatively refined fociety, where few 

were fo much admired and efteemed, file 

could return to*the homely good fenfe and 

primitive manners of her fellow citizens at 

Albany, free froth faftidioufnefs and/difgttlV 

Few indeed, without iludy or defign, ever 

better underfiood the art of being happy, 

and making others fo. Being gay is sn¬ 

ot her fort of thing; gaiety, as the word is 

underflood in fociety, is too often affirmed, 

artificial, and produced by fuch an effort, 

that, in the mid ft of laughter, u the heart: 

“ is indeed fad.’5 Very different are the 

fmiles that occafionally illume the placid 

countenance of cheerful tranquillity. They 

are the emanations of a heart at reft ; in the 

-enjoyment of that funfhine of the bread, 

which is fet for ever to the re.ftlefs votaries 

of mere amufement. 

According to the laudable cuftom of the 

country they took home a child, whofe 

mother had died in giving her birth, and 

whofe father was a relation of the colo¬ 

nel’s. This child’s name was either Schuy-' 

ler or Cuyler, I do not exactly remember 

which \ 
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which; but I remember her many years 

after as Mrs. Vander Poolen; when, as a 

comely contented looking matron, fhe ufed 

to pay her annual vifit to her beloved be- 

nefaftrefs, and fend her ample prefents of 

fuch rural dainties as her abode afforded. 

I have often heard her warm in her praifes $ 

faying how ufeful, how model!:, and how 

affectionate fhe had been; and exulting in 

her comfortable fettlemept,. and-the plain 

worth, which made her a bleiling to her 

family. From this time to her aunt’s 

death, above fifty years afterwards, her 

houfe was never without one, but much 

oftener two children, whom this exemplary 

pair educated with parental care and kind- 

nefs. And whenever one .of their prote¬ 

gees married out of the houfe, which was 

generally at a very early age, fire carried 

with her a female Have, born and baptifed 

in the houfe, and brought up with a tho¬ 

rough knowledge of her duty, and an 

habitual attachment to her miftrefs; be- 

fides the ufual prefent of the furniture of a 

- chamber, and a piece of plate, fuch as a 

tea- 
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tea-pot, tankard, or fome fucli ufeful mat¬ 

ter, which was more or lefs valuable as the 

protegee was more or lefs beloved : for 

though aunt Schuyler had great fatisfadion 

from the characters and conduct of all her 

adopted, there were, no doubt, degrees of 

merit amohg them, of which ihe was better 

able to judge than if fhe had been their ac¬ 

tual mother. 

There was now an interval of peace, 

which gave thefe philanthropies more lei- 

fure to do good in their own way. They 

held a three-fold band cf kindnefs in their 

hands, by which they led to the defirable 

purpofe of mutual advantage; three very 

difcordant elements, which were daily be¬ 

coming more difficult to mingle and to 

rule ; and which yet were the more depen¬ 

dent on each other for mutual comfort, 

from the very caufes which tended to dis¬ 

unite them. 

In the full place, the Indians began to 

affume that unfavourable and uncertain af- 

pe£t, which it is the fate of man to wear 

in the fir ft fteps of his progrefs from that 

7 ftate 
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Hate where he is a being at once warlike 

and focialj having few wants, and being 

able, without conftant labour or divifion 

of ranks, to fupfily them; where there is 

no diftinfiion, fave that attained by fupe- 

rior ftfength of mind and body; and 

where there are no laws, but thofe dictated 

by good fenfe, aided by experience, and 

enforced by affeCtion, this ftate of life may 

be truly called the reign of the affections: 

the love of kindred and of country, ruling 

paramount, unrivalled by other paffions, 

all others being made fubfervient to thefe. 

Vanity, indeed, was in fome degree flatter¬ 

ed ; for people wore ornaments, and were 

at no fin all pains to make them. Pride 

exifted : but was differently'modified from 

what we fee it; every man was proud of 

the prowefs and atchievements of his tribe 

collectively $ of his perfonal virtues he was 

not proud, becaufe we excel but by com- 

parifon ; and he rarely faw in fiances of 

the oppofite vices in his own nation, and 

looked on others wish unqualified con¬ 

tempt. 

When 
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When any public benefit was to be 

obtained, or any public danger to be 

averted, their mutual efforts were all bent 

to one end ; and no one knew what it was 

to withhold his utmofl aid, nor indeed 

could in that ftage of fociety have any mo¬ 

tive for doing fo. Hence, no mind being 

contraded by felfifh cares, the community 

were but as one large family, who enjoyed 

or fullered together! We are accuftomed 

to talk, in parrot phrafe, of indolent fa- 

vages i and to be fure in warm climates, 

and where the Hate of man is truly favage, 

that is to fay, unfocial, void of virtue and 

void of comforts, he is certainly an indo¬ 

lent being 3 but that individual, in a cold 

climate, who has tailed the fweets of focial 

life, who knows the wants that arife from 

it, who provides for his children in their 

helplefs ftate, and where tafte and inge¬ 

nuity are fo much improved, that his per- 

fon is not only clothed with warm and 

feemly apparel, but decorated with nume¬ 

rous and not inelegant ornaments; which 

from the fcarcity and fimplicity of his tools, 

he 
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he has no ready or eafy mode of product 

ing: when he has not only found out ali 

thefe wants, which he has no means of 

fupplying but by his individual ftrength,' 

dexterity, and ingenuity, induftry muft be 

added, ere they can be all regularly gra¬ 

tified. Very a&ive and indufirious, in 

fact, the Indians were in their original ftate ; 

and when we take it into confideration, 

that befide all thefe occupations, together 

with their long journies, wars, and con- 

ftant huntings and filhing, their leifure 

was occupied not only by athletic but flu- 

dious games ; at which they played for days 

together with unheard-of eagernefs and 

perfeverance; it will appear they had very 

little of that bunging time, for which we 

are fo apt to give them credit. Or if a 

chief occafionally after fatigue, of which 

we can form no adequate idea, lay filent 

in the fhade, thofe frilk.ing Frenchmen 

who have given us moft details concerning 

them, were too reftlefs themfelves to fub« 

due their fkipping fpirits to the recolle&ion, 

that a Mohawk had no fludy or arm chair 

vol. i. l wherein 
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wherein to mufe and cogitate; and that 

his fchemes of patriotifm, his plans of war, 

and his eloquent fpeeches, were all like 

the meditations of Jacques, formed “under 

“ the greenwood tree.” Neither could 

any man lounge on his fofa, while half a 

dozen others were employed in {hearing 

the Iheep, preparing the wool, weaving 

and making his coat, or in planting the 

flax for his future linen, and flaying the ox 

for his future Ihoes; were he to do all this 

hinifelf, he would have little leifure for 

ftudy or repofe. And all this and more 

the Indian did, under other names and 

forms. So that idlenefs, with its gloomy 

followers ennui and fuicide, were unknown 

among this truly aftive people: yet that 

there is a higher ftate of fociety cannot 

be denied; nor can it be denied that the 

intermediate ftate is a painful and en¬ 

feebling one. 
Man, in a ftate of nature, is taught 

by his more civilized brethren a thou- 

fand new warfts before he learns to 

fupply one. Thence barter takes place; 
which 



( 2*9 ) 
which in the firft ftage of progreffion is 

univerfally fatal to the liberty, the fpi- 

rit, and the comforts of an uncivilized 

people. 

In the eaft, where the cradle of our in¬ 

fant nature was appointed, the clime was 

genial, its produ&ions abundant, and its 

winters only fufficient to confume the fur- 

plus, and give a welcome variety to the 

feafons. There man was either a fhepherd 

or a hunter, as his difpofition led; and 

that perhaps in the fame family. The 

meek fpirit of Jacob delighted in tending his 

father’s flocks ; while the more daring and 

adventurous Efau traced the wilds of mount 

Seir, in purfuit both of the fiercer animals 

who waged war upon the fold, and the more 

timorous who adminiftered to the luxury 

of the table. 

The progrefs of civilization was here 

gradual and gehtle; and the elegant arts 

Teem to have gone hand in hand with the 

ufeful ones. For we read of bracelets and 

ear-rings fefit as tokens of love, and 

images highly valued and coveted ; while 

ever* agriculture feemed in its infancy. 

l 2 CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Progrefs of Civilisation in Europe.—Northern Na* 

tions inftruiled in the Arts of Life by thpfe they 

had fubdued. 

Population extending to the milder re¬ 

gions of Europe, brought civilization 

along with it; fo that it is only among 

the lavages (as we call our anceftors) 

of the North, that we can trace the inter¬ 

mediate Hate I have fpoken of. Amongfl: 

them, one regular gradation feems to have 

taken place; they were firft hunters, and 

then warriors. As they advanced in their 

knowledge of the arts of life, and acquired 

a little property, as much of paltoral pur- 

fuits as their rigorous climate would allow, 

■without the aid of regular agriculture, 

mingled with their wandering habits. But, 

except in a few partial inftances, from 

hunters they became conquerors: the war- ■ 

like habits acquired from that mode of life 

io raifing 
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raifing their minds above patient induftry, 

and teaching them to defpife the fofter 

arts that embellifh fociety. In fine, their 

ufual procefs was to pafs to civilization 

through the medium of conqueft. The 

poet fays, 

u With noble fcorn thefivfl fam’d Cato viewed* 

Rome learning arts from Greece, which fli€ 

fu^diied.” 

The fully cenfor might have fpared his 

fcorn, for doubtlefs fcience, and the arts 

of peace, were by far the moft valuable 

acquifitions refulting from their conqueft 

of that polifhed and ingenious people. 

But when the favage hunters of the north 

became too numerous to fubfift on their 

deer and fifh, and too warlike to .dread 

the conflict with troops more regularly 

i armed, they rufhed down, like a cataraft, 

on their enfeebled and voluptuous neigh¬ 

bours ; deftroyed the monuments of art, 

and feemed for a time to change the very 

face of nature. Yet dreadful as were the 

devaluations of this flood, let forth by di» 

l 3 vine 
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vine vengeance to punifh and to renovate, 

it had its ufe, in fweeping away the hoard¬ 

ed mafs of corruption with which the dregs 

of mankind had polluted the earth. It 

was an awful, but a needful procefs $ 

which, in fome form or other, is always 

renewed when human degeneracy has 

reached its ultimatum. The deftru&ion 

of thefe feeble beings, who, loft to every ■ 
manly and virtuous fentiment, crawl about 

the rich property which they' have not 

fenfe to ufe worthily, or fpirit to defend 

manfully, may be compared to the effort 

nature makes to rid herfelf of the noxious 

brood of vvafps and flags, cherifhed by fuc- 

ceffive mild winters. .A dreadful froft 

comes; man fuffers, and complains; his 

fubject animals fuffer more, and all his 

works are for a time fufpended: but this 

falutary infli&ion purifies the air, melio¬ 

rates the foil, and deftroys millions of 

lurking enemies, who would otherwife 

have confumed the productions of the 

earth, and deformed the face of nature. 

In thefe barbarous irruptions, the, monu¬ 

ments 



( 223 ) 
ments of art,, ftatues, pictures, temples, 

and palaces, feem to be moft lamented. 

From age to age the virtUofi of every 

country have re-echoed to each other their 

feeble plaints over the loft works of artj 

as if that had been the-heavieft forrow in 

the general wreck j and as if the powers 

that produced them had ceafed to exift. 

It is over the defaced image of the divine 

author, and not merely the mutilated re- 

femblance of his creatures, that the wife and 

virtuous fhould lament! We are told that 

in Rome there were as many ftatues as 

men: had all thefe lamented ftatues been 

preserved, would the world be much wifer or 

happier ? a fufficient number remain as mo- 

dels to future ftatuaries, and memorials of 

departed art and genius. Wealth, directed 

by tafte and liberality, may be much bet¬ 

ter employed in calling forth, by due en¬ 

couragement, that genius which doubtlefs 

exifts among our cotemporaries, than in 

paying exorbitantly the vender of frag¬ 

ments. 

t, 4 u Mind, 
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u Mind, mind alone, bear witnefs earth and 

Heav’n! 

The living fountains in itfelf contains 

Of beauteous and fublime.” 

And what has mind atchieved, that, in 

a Favourable conjun&ure, it may not again 

afpire to? The loft arts are ever the 

theme of claffical lamentation; but the 

great and real evil was the lofs of the vir¬ 

tues which prote&ed them; of courage, 

fortitude, honour, and patriotifm : in fhort 

of the whole manly chara£ler. This muft 

be allowed, alter the dreadful tempeft of 

fubver fion was over, to have been in fome. 

degree reflated in the days of chivalry: 

and it is equally, certain that the vigors 

learnt from the vanquifhed many of the 

arts that fupport life, and all thofe which 

embellifh it. When their manners were 

foftened by the aid of a mild and charita¬ 

ble religion, this blended people a (Fumed 

that undefined power, derived from fu- 

perior valour and fuperior wifdom, which 

has fo far exalted Europe over all the re¬ 

gions 
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gions of the earth. Thus, where a bold 

and warlike people fubdue a voluptuous 

and effeminate one, the refult is, in due 

time, an improvement of national charac¬ 

ter. In fimilar climes and circumftances to 

thofe of the primeval nations in the other 

hemifphere, the cafe has- been very dif¬ 

ferent. There, too, the hunter, by the 

fame gradation, became a warrior; but 

fir ft allured by the friendlhip which fought 

his protection; then repelled by the art 

that coveted and encroached on his terri¬ 

tories ; and laftly by the avarice which 

taught him new wants, and then took an 

undue advantage of them; they neither 

wiftied for our fuperfluities, nor envied 

our mode of life; nor did our encroach¬ 

ments much difturb them, as they receded 

into their tracklefs coverts as we approach¬ 

ed from the coaft. But though they 

fcorned our refinements; and though our 

government, and all the enlightened minds 

amongft us, dealt candidly and generoufly 

with all fuch as were not fet on by our 

enemies to injure us, the blight of Eu- 

l 5 ropean, 
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repeat! vices, the mere confequence of pri¬ 

vate greedinefs and fraud, proved fatal to 

our very friends. As I formerly obferved, 

the nature of the climate did not admit of 

the warriors palling through the medium 

of a fhepherd’s life to the toils of agricul¬ 

ture. The climate, though extremely 

warm in hammer, was fo fevere in winter, 

and that winter was fo long, that it re¬ 

quired no little labour to fecure the food 

for the animals which were to be main¬ 

tained j and no fmall expence in that 

country to procure the implements necef- 

fary for the purpofes of agriculture. In 

other countries, when a poor man has not 

wherewithal to begin farming, he ferves 

another; and the reward of his toil 

enables him to fet up for himfelf. No 

fuch refource was open to the Indians, 

had they even inclined to adopt our modes. 

No Indian ever ferved another, or received 

affiftance frpm any one except his own fa¬ 

mily. ’Tis inconceivable, too, what a dif¬ 

ferent kind of exertion of ftrength it re¬ 

quires to cultivate the ground, and to en¬ 

dure 
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dure the fatigues of the chace, long jour- 

nies, &c. To all that induces us to la¬ 

bour they were indifferent. When a go¬ 

vernor of New York was defcribing to an 

Indian the advantages that feme one would 

derive from fuch and fuch poffeflons 

<c Why,” faid he, with evident furprize, 

fliould any man denre to poffefs more 

“ than he ufes ?” More appeared to his. 

untutored fenfe an incumbrance. 

I have already obferved how much hap¬ 

pier they confidered their manner of living 

than ours; yet their intercourfe with us 

daily diminilhed their independence, their 

happinefs, and even their numbers. In the 

new world this fatality has never failed to 

follow the introduction of European fet- 

tiers; who, inftead of civilizing and im¬ 

proving, fiowly confume and wafte ; where 

they do not, like the Spaniards, abfoiutely 

deflroy and exterminate the natives. The 

very nature of even our moft friendly 

mode of dealing with them was pernici? 

•ous to their moral welfare; which, though 

too late, they well under flood, and. could 

x 6 as 

e
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as well explain. Untutored man, in be¬ 

ginning to depart from that life of exi¬ 

gencies, in which the fupeiior acutenefs 

of his fenfes, his fleetnefs, and dexterity 

in the chace, are his chief dependance, 

lofes fo much of all this before he can be¬ 

come accuftomed to, or qualified for, our 

mode of procuring food by patient labour, 

that nothing can be conceived more en¬ 

feebled and forlorn than the ftate of the 

few detached families remaining of vanilh- 

ed tribes, who, having loft their energy, 

and even the wilh to live in their own 

manner, were flowly and relu&antly be¬ 

ginning to adopt ours. It was like that 

fufpenfion of life which takes place in the 

chryfalis of infers, while in their progrefs 

towards a new ftate of being. Alas! the 

indolence with which we reproach them, was 

merely the cofnequence of their commer¬ 

cial intercourfe with us; and the fatal paf- 

fion for ftrong liquors which refulted from 

it. As the fabled enchanter, by waving 

his magic wand, chains up at once the 

faculties of his opponents, and renders 

ftrength 
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ftrength and courage ufelefs; the moll 

wretched and fordid trader, poffeffed of 

this mafter-key to the appetites.and paflions 

of thefe hard-fated people, could difarm, 

thofe he dealt with of all their refources, 

and render them dependent,—nay depend¬ 

ent on thofe they fcorned and hated. The 

procefs was fimple: firft, the power of 

fending, by mimic thunder, an unfeen 

death to a diftant foe, which filled the. 

fofter inhabitants of the fouthern regions 

with fo much terror, was here merely an 

object of defire and emulation; and fo 

eagerly did they adopt the ufe of fire-arms, 

that they foon became lefs expert in ufing 

their own miffile weapons. They could 

Hill throw the tomahawk with fuch an 

unerring aim, that, though it. went circling 

through the air towards its object, it never 

failed to reach it. But the arrows, on 

which they had formerly fo much depend¬ 

ed, were now confidered merely as the 

weapons of boys, and only directed againft 

birds.. 

Thus- 
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Thus was one ftrong link forged in the 

chain of dependence; next, liquor became a 

neceffary, and its fatal effects who can 

detail ! But to make it dill clearer, I 

have mentioned the paffion for drefs, in 

which all the pride and vanity of this peo¬ 

ple was centered. In former days this 

had the bed effeft, in being a ftimulus 

to induftry. The provifion requifite for 

making a fplendid appearance at the win¬ 

ter meetings for hunting and the national 

congrefs, occupied the Ieifure hours of the 

whole fummer. The beaver (kins of the 

lad year’s hunting were to be accurately 

dreffed, and fewed together, to form that 

mantle which was as much valued, and as 
\ 

neceffary to their confequence, as the po¬ 

lice of fables to that of an Eadern bafhaw. 

A deer fkin, or that of a bear, or beaver, 

had their dated price. The bolded and 

mod expert hunter had mod of thefe com¬ 

modities to fpare, and was therefore mod 

fplendidly arrayed. If he had a rival, it 

was in him whofe dexterous ingenuity in 

fabri- 
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fabricating the materials of which his own 

drefs was compofed, enabled him to vie 

with the hero of the chace. 

Thus fuperior elegance in drefs was not, 

as with us, the diftinCtion of the luxurious 

and effeminate, but the privilege and re¬ 

ward of fuperior courage and induftry; 

and became an objeCt worthy of compe¬ 

tition. Thus employed, and thus adorn¬ 

ed, the fachem or his friends found little 

time to indulge the ftupid indolence we 

have been accuftomed to impute to them. 

Another arduous talk remains uncalcu¬ 

lated : before they became dependent on 

us for the meahs of deftruCtion, much time 

was confumed in forming their weapons; 

in the conltru&ion of which no lefs pa¬ 

tience and ingenuity were exercifed than 

in that of their ornaments: and thofe too 

were highly embellilhed, and made with 

great labour out of flints, pebbles, and 

fhells. But all this fyftem of employment 

was foon overturned by their late acquaint¬ 

ance with the infidious arts of Europe j to 

the ufe of whofe manufactures they were 

infenfibly 
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infenfibly drawn in, firft by their paflion 

for fire-arms, and finally, by their fatal 

appetite for liquor. To make this more 

clear, I {hall infert a dialogue, fuch as, if 

not literally, at Ieaft in fubftance, might 

pafs betwixt an Indian warrior and a 

trader. 

CHAR 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Means by which the Independence of the Indians 

was firft diminifhed. 

Indian.—ee JC^rother, I am come to 

trade with you : but I 

forewarn you to be more moderate in your 

demands than formerly.” 

Why, brother, are not my 

goods of equal value with thofg you had 

laft year ?” 

Indian.—“ Perhaps they may 5 but mine 

are more valuable becaufe more fcarce. 

The great fpirit who has withheld from you 

ftrength and ability to provide food and 

clothing for yourfelves, has given you cun¬ 

ning and art to make guns and provide 

fcaura * ; and by fpeaking fmooth words to 

Ample men, when they have fwallowed 

madnefs, you have by little and little pur- 

chafed their hunting grounds, and made 

* Scaura is the Indian name for rum. 

them 
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them corn lands. Thus the beavers grow 

more fcarce, and deer fly farther back $ 

yet after I have referved fkins for my 

mantle, and the clothing of my wife, I 

will exchange the reft.” 

Trader“ Be it fo, brother; I came 

not to wrong you, or take your furs 

againfl: your will. It is true the beavers 

are few, and you go further for them. 

Come, brother, let us deal fair firft, and 

fmoke friendly afterwards. Your laft gun 

coft fifty beaver ikins; you fhall have this 

for forty; and you fhall give marten and 

racoon fkins in the fame proportion for 

powder and (hot.” 

Indian.—“ Well, brother, that is equal. 

Now for two filver bracelets, with long pen~ 

dent ear-rings of the fame, fuch as you fold 

to Cardarani in the fturgeon * month laft: 

year. -How much will you demand ?” 

Trader“ The fkins of two deer for 

# The Indians appropriate a month to catch fifh, 
or animals, which is at that time the predominant 

©bjedl of purfuit; as the bear month, the beaver 
month, &c„ 

the 
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the bracelets, and thofe of two fawns for 

the ear-rings.” 

Indian.—''* That is a great deal; but 

wampum grows fcarce, and filver never 

rufts. Here are the {kins.” 

Trader.—“ Do you buy any more ? 

Here are knives, hatchets, and beads of 

all colours.” 

Indian.—“ I will have a knife and 

a- hatchet; but mult not take more: the 

reft of the {kins will be little enough to 

clothe the women and children, and buy 

wampum. Your beads are of no value, 

no warrior who has {lain a wolf will wear 

them 

Trader.—“ Here are many things good 

for you, which you have not {kins to buy; 

here is a looking-glafs, and here is a brafs 

kettle, in which your woman may boil 
her maize, her beans, and above all her 

* Indians have a great contempt, comparatively, 

for the beads we fend them; which they con lider 

as only fit for thofe plebeians who cannot by their 

exertions win any better. They eftimate them com- 

pared with their own wampum, as we do pearls com¬ 

pared with pafte. 
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maple fugar. Here are filver broaches, 

and here are piflols for the youths/’ 

Indian.—The {kins I can fpare will not 

purchafe them.” 

Trader.—(i Your will determines, bro¬ 

ther j but next year you will want nothing 

but powder and {hot, having already pur- 

chafed your gun and ornaments. If you 

will purchafe from me a blanket to wrap 

round you, a fhirt and blue ftroud for 

under garments to yourfelf and your wo¬ 

man} and the fame for leggings, this 

will pafs the time, and fave you the great 

labour of dreffing the {kins, making the 

thread, &c. for your clothing : which will 

give you more fifiling and {hooting time, 

in the fturgeon and bear months.” 

Indian.—u But the cuftom of my fa¬ 

thers !” 

Trader.—“ You will not break the cuf- 

tom of your fathers, by being thus clad 

for a fmgle year. They did not refufe 

thofe things which were never offered to 

them.” 

Indian.—“ For this year, brother, I 

will 
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will exchange my fldns; in the next I {hail 

provide apparel more befitting a warrior. 

One pack alone 1 will referve to drefs for 

a future occafion. The fummer muft not 

find a warrior idle.” 

The terms being adjufted and the bar¬ 

gain concluded, the trader thus fhews his 

gratitude for liberal dealing. 

Trader.—'•y Corlaer has forbid bringing 

fcaura to fteal away the wifdom of the war¬ 

riors; but we white men are weak and 

cold j we bring kegs for ourfelves, left 

death arife from the fwamps. We will 

not fell fcaura; but you {hall tafte fome 

of ours in returnfor the venifon with which 

you have feafted us.” 

Indian.—“ Brother, we will drink mo¬ 

derately.” 

A bottle was then given to the warrior 

by way of prefent; which he was advifed to 

keep long; but found it irrefiftible. He 

foon returned with the referved pack of 

fkins, earneftly urging the trader to give 

him beads, fxlver, broaches, and above all 

fcaura. 
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fcaura, to their full amount. This, with 

much affected reluctance at parting with 

the private flock, was at lafl yielded. 

The warriors now, after giving loofe for a 

while to frantic mirth, began the war- 

whoop, made the woods refound with in¬ 

furiate howlings; and having exhaufted 

their dear-bought draught, probably de¬ 

termined, in contempt of that probity 

which at all other times they rigidly ob- 

ferved, to plunder the inftruments of their 

pernicious gratification. He, well aware 

of the confequences, took care to remove 

himfelf and his goods to fome other place j 

and a renewal of the fame fcene enfued. 

Where, all this time, were the women, 

whole gentle counfels might have prevented 

thefe excefles ? Alas! unreftrained by that 

delicacy which is certainly one of the belt 

fruits of refinement, they fhared in them, 

and funk fooner under them. A long 

and deep fleep generally fucceeded ; from 

which they awoke in a flate of dejeClion 

and chagrin, fuch as no Indian had ever 

4 expe- 
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experienced under any other circumflance. 

They felt as Milton deferibes Adam and 

Eve to have done after their tranfgreffion, 

Exhaufted and forlorn, and Hung with 

the confcioufnefs of error and dependence, 

they had neither the means nor the defire 

of exercifing their wonted fummer occu¬ 

pations with fpirit. Vacancy produced 

languor, and languor made them again 

wifli for the potion which gave temporary 

cheerfulnefs *. They carried their filh to 

the next fort or habitation to barter for 

rum. This brought on days of frenzy, 

fucceeded by torpor. When again roufed 

by want to exertion, they faw the feafon 

palling without the ufual provifion $ and 

by an effort of perfevering induftry, tried 

to make up for pall negligence; and then 

worn out by exertion, funk into fupine 

indolence, till the approach of winter called 

them to hunt the bear ; and the arrival of 

that, (their bufy feafon,) urged on their 

From Peter Schuyler, brother to the colonel, I 

have heard many fuch details. 

diftant 
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diftant excursions in purfuit of deer. Then 

they refumed their wonted character, and 

became what they ufed to be ; but con¬ 

scious that acquired taftes and wants, 

which they had loft the habit of Supplying 

themfelves, would throw them again on the 

traders for clothing, &c. they were themfelves 

out-ftraining every Smew to procure enough 

of peltry to anfwer their purpofe, and to 

gratify their newly acquired appetites. 

Thus the energy, both of their characters 

and conftitutions, was gradually under¬ 

mined ; and their numbers as effectually di¬ 

minished, as if they had been wafted by 

war. 

The Small-pox was alfo So fatal to them, 

that whole tribes on the upper lakes 

have been entirely extinguished by it. 

Thofe people being in the habit of ufing 

all poffible means of clofing the pores of 

the Skin, by painting and anointing them¬ 

felves with bears’ greafe, to defend them 

againft the extremity of cold, to which 

their manner of life expofed them ; and not 

being habitually fubjeCl to any cutaneous 

difeafe. 
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difeafe, the fmall-pox rarely rifes upon 

them; from which it may be underftood 

how little chance they had of recovering. 

All this I heard • Aunt Schuyler relate, 

whofe obfervations and reflections I merely 

detail. 

I' ,5 >/ 

vol s. m Char 
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C H A P. XXVI. 

Peculiar]Attra£h'ons of the Indian Mode of Life,— 

Account of a Settler -vhorefided feme Time among - 
them. 

jm this wild liberty, habits of probity, 

mutual confidence, and conftant variety, 

there was an undefinable charm, that while 

they preferved their primitive manners, 

wrought in every one who dwelt for any 

time amongfl: them. 

I have often heard my friend fpeak of an 

old man who, being carried away in his 

infancy by feme hoftile tribe who had flain 

his parents, was refeued very foon after by 

a tribe of friendly Indians, who, from mo¬ 

tives of humanity, refolved >0 bring him 

up among themfdves, that he might, in 

their phrafe, “ learn to bend the bow, and 

“ fpeak truth.” When it was difeovered 

fome years after that he was ft ill living, his 

relations reclaimed him j and the commu- 

nity 



C 2 43 ) 

nity wilhed him to return and inherit his 

father’s lands, now become more confi- 

derable. The Indians were unwilling to 

part with their protege; and he was ftill 

more relu&ant to return. This was con* 

fidered as a bad precedent j the early fet- 

tlers having found it convenient in feveral 

things regarding hunting, food, &c. to 

affimilate in fome degree with the Indians; 

and the young men occafionally, at that 

early period, joining their hunting and fifty-1 
ing parties. It was confidered as! a matter 

of ferious import to reclaim this young 

alien; left others Ihould be loft to the homy 

munity and to their religion by following 

his example. With difficulty they forced 

him home; where they never could hay©* 

detained him, had they not carefully' ahd 

gradually' inculcated into his rhSnd the' 

truths of chriftianity; To ttholfe sntmck 

tions even his Indian predilections taught* 

him to liften ; for it was the religion ot his, 

fathers, and venerable to him asfubht ftilij 

hbwevdry his diflike of our manners was 

never entirely conquered, nor was his at* 

m 2 tachment 
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tachment to his fofler fathers ever much 

dimmilhed. He was poffeffed of a very 

found intellect, and ufed to declaim with 

the teoft vehement eloquence againft our 

crafty and infidious encroachments on our 

old friends. His abhorrence of the petty 

falfehoods to which cuftom has too well 

reconciled us, and thofe little artifices 

which we all occafionally pra&ife, rofe to 

a height fully equal to that felt by Gulliver. 

Swift and this other mifanthrope, though 

they lived at the fame time, could not 

have had any intercourfe, elfe one might 

have fuppofed the invectives which he has 

put into the mouth of Gulliver, were bor* 

rowed from this demi-favage ; whofe con¬ 

tempt and hatred of felfilhnefs, meannefs, 

and duplicity, were expreffed in language 

worthy of the dean. Infomuch, that years 

after 1 had heard of this Angular character, 

I thought, on reading Gulliver’s afperities 

after returning from Hounyhnhamland, 

that I had met my old friend again. One 

really does meet with chara&ers that fi&ion 

would feem too bold in pourtraying. This 

original 
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original had an averfion to liquor, which 

amounted to abhorrence; being embittered 

by his regret at the mifchiefs refuking from 

it to his old friends, and rage at the traders 

for adminiftering the means of depravity. 

He never could bear any feafoning to his 

food ; and defpifecf luxury in all its forms. 

For all the growing evils I have been 

deicribing, there was only one remedy, 

which the fagacity of my friend and her 

other felf foon difcovered; and their hu¬ 

manity as well as principle led them to try 

all poffible means of adminiftering. It was 

the pure light and genial influence of 

chriftianity alone that could cheer and ame¬ 

liorate the ftate of thefe people, now, from 

a concurrence of circumftances fcarcely to 

be avoided in the nature of things, de¬ 

prived of the independence habituai to 

their own way of life, without acquiring 

in its room any of thofe comforts which 

fweeten ours. By gradually and gently 

unfolding to them the views of a happy 

futurity, and the means by which depraved- 

humanity was reftored to a participation 

M 3 of 
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of that bleffing; pride, revenge, and the 

indulgence of every excefs of paffion or 

appetite, being reftrained by the precepts 

of a religion ever powerful where it is fin- 

cere ; their fpirits would be brought down 

from the fierce pride which defpifes im¬ 

provement to adopt fuch of our modes, as 

would enable them to incorporate in time 

with our fociety, and procure for them- 

felves a comfortable fubfiftence, in a coun¬ 

try no longer adapted to fupply the wants 

of the houfelefs rangers of the foreft. 

The narrow policy of many ' looked 

coldly on this benevolent project. Hunters 

fupplied the means of commerce, and war¬ 

riors thofe of defence; and it was quef- 

tionable whether a chriftian Indian would 

hunt or fight as well as formerly. This, 

however, had no power with thofe in 

whom chriftianity was any thing more than 

a name. There were already many chriftian 

Indians; and it was very encouraging, 

that not one, once converted, had ever 

forfaken the ftrift profeffion of their reli¬ 

gion, or ever, in a Angle inftance, aban¬ 

doned 
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doned themfelves to the excels fo per* 

nicious to their unconverted brethren* 

Never was the true fpirit of chriftianity 

more exemplified than in the lives of thofe 

comparatively few converts; who about 

this time amounted to more than two hun- 

dred. But the tender care and example 

of the Schuylers co-operating with the in- 

cefiant labours of a judicious and truly 

apoftolic miffionary, fome years after great™ 

ly augmented their numbers in different 

parts of the continent : and to this day, 

the memory of David Brainard, the faith* 

ful labourer alluded to, is held in venera¬ 

tion in thofe diftri&s that were bluffed 

with his miniftry. He did not confine it 

to on? people or province, but travelled 

from place to place, to difleminate the gof- 

pel to new converts, and confirm and che- 

riih the truth already planted. The firft 

foundation of that church had, however, 

as I' formerly mentioned, been laid long 

ago: and the examples of piety, probity, 

and benevolence fet by the worthies at the 

m 4 Flats, 
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Flats, and a few more, were a very ne- 

ceffary comment on the do&rines to which 

their aflent was defired. 

The great (tumbling block which the 

miffioncries had to encounter with the In¬ 

dians, (who, as far as their knowledge 

avent, argued with great acutenefs and lo¬ 

gical precifion,) was the fmall influence 

which our religion feemed to have over 

many of its profeffors. “ Why,” faid 

they, (s if the book of truth, that (hews 

“ the way to happinefs, and bids all men 

“ do jultice, and love one another, is 

te given both to Corlaer and Onnonthio *, 

“ does it not dire£t them in the fame 

“ way? Why does Onnonthio worfhip, 

“ and Corlaer neglett, the mother of the 

“ bleffed one ? And why do the million- 

“ aries blame thofe for worfliipping things 

“ made with hands, while the prisfts tell 

* Corlaer was the title given by them to the go¬ 

vernor of New York : and was figuratively uftd for the 
governed, and Onnonthio for thofe of Canada in the 

fame manner* 
<c the 



( 249 ) 

.44 the praying nation*, that Corlaer and 

“ his people have forfaken the worfhip of 

“ his forefathers: befides, how can peo* 

“ pie, who believe that God and good 

u Ypirits view and take an inter eft in all 

“ their aftions, cheat and diflemble, drink 

and fight, quarrel and backbite, if they 

“ believe the great fire burns for thofe 

“ who do fuch things. If we believed 

c< what you fay, we fhould not exchange 

“ fo much good for wickednefs, to pleafe 

“ an evil fpirit, who would rejoice at our 

** deftru&ion.’k . . . . To this reafoning 

it was not eafy to oppofe any thing that 

could carry convi&ion to untutored peo¬ 

ple, who fpoke from obfervation and the 

evidence of the fenfes; to which could 

only be oppofed fcripture texts, which 

avail not till they are believed ; and ab- 

ftraft reafoning, extremely difficult to bring ~ 

to the level of an unlearned underftanding. 

Great labour and perfeverance wrought on 

^Praying nation was & name given to a village 

of Indians near Montreal, who profeffed the catholic 

faith. 

** s the 
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the minds of a few, who felt conviCUon, 

as far as it is to be afcribed to human 

agency, flow from the affectionate perfua- 

fjon of thofe whom they vifibiy beheld 

earneft for their eternal welfare; and when 

a few had thus yielded*, the peace and 

purity of their lives, and the fublime en¬ 

joyment they feemed to derive from the 

projects their faith opened into futurity, 

was an inducement to others to follow the 

fame path. This, abftraCtedly from reli¬ 

gious confiderations of endlefs futurity, is 

the true and only way to civilization ; and 

to the blending together the old and new 

* Some of them have made fuch a proficiency in 

practical religion as ought to fhame many of us, who 

boaft the illuminating aids of our native chriftianity. 

Not one of thefe Indians has been concerned in thofe 

barbarous irruptions which deluged the frontiers of 

our fouth-weftern province, with the blood of fo many 

innocents, of every age and fex. At the commence¬ 

ment of thefe ravages, they flew into the fettlements, 

and put themfelves into the protection of government. 

The Indians no fooner became rhriftians, than they 

openly profefled their loyalty to King George; and 

therefore, to contribute to their converfion was as 

truly politic as nobly chtiftian® 

inhabi- 
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inhabitants of thefe regions. National 

pride, rooted prejudices, ferocity, and vin¬ 

dictive hatred, all yield before a change 

that new moulds the whole foul, and fur- 

nilhes man with new fears and hopes, and 

new motives for a&ion. 

u 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Indians only to be attached by being converted*— 

The abortive Expedition of Monf. Barre.—Ironi¬ 

cal Sketch of an Indian. 

jtjpon the attachment the Indians had to 

our religion was grafted the dronged 

regard to our government, and the greateft 

fidelity to the treaties made with us. I 

lhall infert a fpecimen of Indian eloquence, 

illudrative of this lad ; not that I confider 

it by any means fo rich, impreffive, or fub- 

lime as many others that I could quote, but 

as containing a figure of fpeech rarely to 

be met with among favage people, and fup- 

pofed by us incompatible with the date of 

intelle&ual advancement to which they have 

attained. I mean a fine and well fupported 

irony. About the year 1686, Monf. Barre, 

the commander of the French forces in 

Canada, made a kind of inroad, with a 

warlike defign, into the precin&s claimed 

bv 
s 
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by our Mohawk allies; the inarch was te¬ 

dious, the French fell fick, and many of 

their Indians deferted them. The wily 

commander, finding himfelf unequal to the 

meditated attack, and that it would be un- 

fafe to return through the lakes and woods, 

while in hourly danger of meeting enemies 

fo juftly provoked, fent to invite the Sa¬ 

chems to a friendly conference ; and, when 

they met, alferted in an artful fpeech that 

he and his troops had come with the foie 

intention of fettling old grievances, and 

fmoking the calumet of peace with, them. 

The Indians, not impofed on by fuch pre¬ 

tences, liltened patiently to his fpeech, and 

then made the anfwer which the reader will 

find in the notes *. It is to be obferved, 

that 

* li Onnonthio, I honour you ; and all the war® 

riors who are with me likewife honour you. Your 

interpreter has iinilhed his fpeech, I begin mine. 

My words make hade to reach your ears y hearken to 

them, Yonnondio. You mull have believed, when 

you left Quebec, that the fun had burnt up all the 

forefts which made our country fo inacceffible to the 

French a, 
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that whoever they confidered as the ruling 

perfon for the time being in Canada, they 

ftyled Onnonthio ; while the governor of 

New York they always called Corlaer. 

Twice 

French 5 or that the lakes had fo far overflowed their 

banks, that they had furrounded our cattles, and that 

it was impofiible for us to get out of them. Yes, 

Yonnondio, furely you have dreamt fo .; and the cu- 

riofity of feeing fo great a wonder has brought you 

fo far Now you are undeceived, fince I and the war¬ 

riors here prefent are come to allure you, that the 

Hurons, Onondagoes, and Mohawks are yet alive. 

I thank you in their name for bringing back into their 

country the calumet, which your predeceffor received 

from their hands. It was happy for you that you left 

under ground that murdering hatchet, which has been 

fo often dyed with the blood of the French. H.eajr* 

Onnondio, I do not deep ; I have my eyes open ; and 

the fun which enlightens me difeovers to me a great 

captain, at the head of his fcldiers, who fpeaks as if 

he were dreaming. He fays that he only came toxthe 

lake to fmoke out of the great calumet with the Five 

Nations; but Connaratego fays that he fees the con¬ 

trary ; that it was to knock them on the head if fick- 

nefs had not weakened the arms of the French. 1 fee 

Onnonthio raving in a camp of lick men, whofe lives 

the great fpirit h,as faved by inducing this ficknefs 

upon them. Hear, Onnonthio, our women had taken 

their 
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Twice in the year the new converts came 

to Albany to partake of the facrament, be¬ 

fore a place of worftiip was erected for 

them- 

their clubs; our children and old men had carried 

their bGws and arrows into the heart of your camp, if 
our warriors had not difarmed them, and kept them 

back, when your mefienger came to our caftles, It is 

done, and I have laid it. Hear, Yonnondio, we plun¬ 
dered none of the French, but thofe who carried guns, 

powder, and ball to the wolf and elk tribes, becaufe 

thofe arms might have cod us our lives. Herein we 

follow the example of the Jefuits, who ftave all the 

kegs of rum brought to the caftles where they are, 

left the drunken Indians ihould knock them on the 

head. Our warriors have not beavers enough to pay 

for all thofe arms that they have taken ; and our old 

men are not afraid of the war. This belt preferves 

my words. We carried the Englilh into our lakes, to 

trade with the wolf and elk tribes, as the praying In¬ 

dians brought the French to our caftles, to carry on a 

trade, which the Englifli fay is theirs. We are horn 
free. We neither depend upon Onnonthio nor Cor- 

laer ; we may go where we pleafe. If your allies be 

your flaves, ufe them as fuch ; command them to re¬ 

ceive no other but your people. This belt preferves 

my words. We knocked the Connecticut Indians and 

.their confederates on the head becaufe they had cut 
down the trees of peace, which were the limits of our 

country. They have hunted beavers on our lands, 

contrary 
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themfelves. They always fpent the night, 

or oftener two nights* before their joining 

in this holy rite at the Flats; which was 

their 

contrary to the cuftoms of all Indians, for they have 

left none alive. They have killed both male and fe¬ 

male. They brought the Sathanas into our country 

to take part with them, after they had formed ill de- 

figns againft us ; we have done lefs than they me¬ 

rited. 

“ Hear, once more, the words of the Five Nations. 

They fay that when they buried the hatchet at Car- 

daragni, (in the prefence of your prcdeceffor,) in the 

middle of the fort *, they planted the tree of peace in 

the fame place, to be there carefully preferved ; that 

inftead of an abode for foldiers, that fort might be a 

rendezvous for merchants; that in place of arms and 

ammunition, only peltry and goods fhould enter there. 

u Hear, Yonnondio, take care for the future that 

fo great a number of foldiers as appear there do not 

choke the tree of peace, planted in fo fmall a fort. 

It will be a great lofs, after having fo eafily taken 

root, if you fhould flop its growth, and prevent its 

covering your country and ours with its branches. I 

aflure you, in the name of the Five Nations, that our 

warriors fhall dance to the calumet of peace under its 

leaves, and fhall remain quiet on their mats ; and that 

they fhall never dig up the hatchet till Corlaer or On- 

# Detroit. 

nonthio. 
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their general rendezvous from different 

quarters. There they were cordially re¬ 

ceived by the three brothers, who always 

met together at this time to have a confe- 

nonthio, either jointly or feparately, attack the conn® 

try, which the great fpirit hath given to our anceftors. 

This belt preferves my words, and this other the autho» 

rity which the Five Nations have given me.’* Then*, 

Garangula, addrefllng himfelf to Monf. de Maine, 

who underftood his language, and interpreted, fpoke 

thus: u Take, courage, friend, you have fpirits % 

fpeak, explain my words, omit nothing. Tell all 

that your brethren and friends fay to Onnonthio, your 

governor, by the mouth of Garangula,—who loves 

you, and defires you to accept of this prefent of bea«> 

ver, and take part with me in my feait, to which I 

invite you. This prefent of beaver is Cent to Yon- 

nondio on the part of the Five Nations.” 

Monf Barre returned to his fort much enraged at 

what he had heard ; Garangula feafted the French 

officers, and then went home; and Monf. Barre fei 

out on his way towards Montreal; and as foon as the 

general, with the few foldiers who remained in health, 

had embarked, the militia made their way to their 

own habitations without order or difcipline. Thus a 

chargeable and fatiguing expedition, meant to ftrike 

the terror of the French name into the ftubborn 

hearts of the Five Nations, ended in a fcold between 

a French general and an old Indian*—Golden's Htfiory 

of the Five Nations, page 68? 

rence 
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rence with them oh fubjefts the moft im¬ 

portant to their preferit and future welfare. 

Thefe devout Indians feemed all impreffed 

with the fame feelings, and moved by the 

fame fpirit. They were received with affec¬ 

tionate cordiality, and accommodated in a 

manner quite conformable to their habits, 

an the paffage, porch, and offices ; and fo 

deeply impreffed were they with a fenfe of 

the awful duty that brought them there, 

and the rights of friendfhip and hofpitality, 

and at this period become fo much ac¬ 

quainted with our cuftoms, that though 

two hundred communicants, followed by 

many of their children, were ufed to af- 

fembie on thofe occafions, the fn\alleft in- 

ftance of riot or impropriety was not known 

amongft them. They brought little prefents 

of game, or of their curious handicrafts, and 

were liberally and kindly entertained by 

their good brother Philip, as they familiarly 

called him. In the evening they all went 

apart to fecret prayer ; and in the morn¬ 

ing, by dawn of day, they affembled before 

the portico; and their entertainers, who 

rofe 
/ 
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rofe early to enjoy, unobferved, a view of 

their Social devotion, beheld them with their 

mantles drawn over their heads, proffrate on 

the earth ; offering praifes and fervent Sup¬ 

plications to their Maker. After foroe time 

fpent in this manner, they arofe, and Seated 

in a circle on the ground, with their heads 

veiled as formerly, they fang an hymn, 

which it was delightful to hear, from the 

ftrength, richnefs, and fweet accord of their 

uncommonly fine voices; which every one 

that ever heard this facred chorus, however 

indifferent to the purport of it, praifed as 

incomparable. The voices of the female 

Indians are particularly fweet and powerful. 

I have often heard my friend dwell with 

fingular pleafure on the recolle&ion of thofe 

fcenes, and of the converfations fhe and 

the colonel ufed to hold with the Indians, 

whom fhe defcribed as poffeffed of very Su¬ 

perior powers of underftanding; and in 

their religious views and converfations, 

uniting the ardour of profelytes with the 

firm decifion and inflexible fteadinefs of 
N 

their national character. It was on the 

return 
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return of thofe new chriftians to the Flats, 

after they had thus folemnly fealed their 

profeffion, that thefe wife regulations for 

preferving peace and good-will between the 

fettlers (now become confident and care- 

lefs from their numbers) and the Indians, 

jealous with reafon of their ancient rites-, 

were concluded. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

Management of the Mohawks by the Influence of the 

Cbriftian Indians. 

influence thefe converts had obtained 

over the minds of thofe mod venerated 

for wifdom among their countrymen, was 

the medium through which this patriot fa¬ 

mily, in fome degree, controuled the opi¬ 

nions of that community at large, and kept 

them faithful to the Britilh interefts. Every 

two or three years there was a congrefs 

held, by deputies from' New York, who 

generally fpoke to the Indians by an inter¬ 

preter ; went through the form of deliver¬ 

ing prefents from their brother the great 

king, redreffing petty grievances, fmoking 

the calumet of peace, and delivering belts, 

the pledges of amity. But thefe were mere 

public forms; the real terms of this often 

renewed amity having been previoufly di- 

gefted by thofe who far better underftood 

the 
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the relations fubfifting between the contract¬ 

ing parties, and the caufes moll likely to 

interrupt their union. Colonel Schuyler, 

though always ready to ferve his country in 

exigencies, did not like to take upon him- 

felf any permanent refponfibility, as a fuper- 

intendant of Indian affairs, as it might have 

diminilhed that private influence which arofe 

from the general veneration for his charac¬ 

ter, and from a conviction that the concern 

he took was voluntary arid impartial ; nei¬ 

ther did he choofe to facrifice that domeftic 

peace and leifure, which he fo well knew 

how to turn to the belt account, being con¬ 

vinced that by his example and influence, 

as a private gentleman, he had it in his 

power to do much good of a peculiar kind, 

which was incompatible with the weight and. 

baffle of public affairs, or with that hofpi- 

tality which, as they managed it, was pro¬ 

ductive of fo many beneficial effeCls. I 

have already (hewn how, by prudent ad-* 

drefs and kind conciliation, this patriotic pair 

foothed and attached the Indians to the Bri- 

tilh intereft. As the country grew more 

4 populous, 
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populous, and property more abundant and 

more fecure, the face of fociety in this in¬ 

land region began to change. They whofe 

quiet and orderly demeanour, devotion, and 

integrity did not much require the enforce¬ 

ment of laws, began now to think them- 

felves above them. To a deputed autho¬ 

rity, the fource of which lay beyond the 

Atlantic, they paid little deference; and 

from their neighbours of New Hampfhire 

and Connedicut, who bordered on their 

frontiers, and ferved with them in the co¬ 

lonial wars, they had little to learn of loy¬ 

alty or fubmiffion. Thefe people they held, 

in great contempt, both as foldiers and 

flatefmen; and yet, from their frequent 

intercourfe with thofe who talked of law 

and politics in their peculiar uncouth dia¬ 

led inceffantly, they infenfibly adopted 

many of their notions. There is a certain 

point of ftable happinefs at which our im- 

perfed nature merely feems to arrive ; for 

the very materials of which it is formed 

contain the feeds of its deftrudion. This 

was the cafe here: that peaceful and de- 

„ fxrable 
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frrable equality of conditions, from which 

fo many comforts refulted, in procefs of 

time occafioned an averfion to fuperiors, to 

whom they were not accuftomed, and an 

exaggerated jealoufy of the power which 

was exercifed for their own fafety and com¬ 

fort. Their manners unfophifticated, and 

their morals in a great meafure uncorrupt¬ 

ed, led them to regard with unjuftifiable 

fcorn and averfion thofe ft rangers who 

brought with them the manners of more 

poliftied, though lefs pure, communities. 

Proud of their haughty bluntnefs, which 

daily increafed with -their wealth and fecu- 

rity, they began to confider refpeCtful and 

polite behaviour as a degree of fervility 

and duplicity ; while they revolted at the 

power exercifed over themfelves, and very 

reluctantly made the exertions neceflary for 

their own protection, they fliewed every 

inclination to ufurp the territories of their 

Indian allies; and ufe to the very utmoft 

the power they had acquired over them, 

by fupplying their wants. 

1 At the liberal table of Aunt Schuyler, 

3 ■ where 
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there was always intelligence, juft notions, 

and good breeding to be met with, both 

among the owners and their guefts, many 

had their prejudices foftened down, their 

minds enlarged, and their manners improved. 

There they met Britiih officers of rank and 

merit, and perfons in authority ; and learnt 

that the former were not artificial coxcombs, 

nor the latter petty tyrants ; as they would 

otherwife be very apt to imagine. Here they 

were accuflomed to find authority refpedl- 

ed, on the one hand, and on the other to 

fee the natural rights of man vindicated, 

and the utmoft abhorrence expreffed of all 

the fophiftry by which the credulous were 

milled by the crafty, to have a code of mo¬ 

rality for their treatment of heathens, dif¬ 

ferent from that which directed them in 

their dealing with chriftians. Here a fe- 

leftion of the heft and worthieft, of the 

different characters and claffes we have 

been detcribing, met; and were taught, 

not only to tolerate, but to efteem each 

other: and it required the calm, tempe- 

vol. 1. n rate 
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' rate wifdonr, and eafy verfatile manners of 

my friend to bring this about. It is, when 

they are called to aft in a new fcene, and 

among people different from any they had 

known or imagined, that the folly of the 

wife and the weaknefs of the ftrong become 

difcemible. 

Many officers jofily efleemed, pofTeffed 

of capacity, learning, and much know¬ 

ledge, both of the ufages of the world, 

and the art of war, from the want of 

certain habitudes, which nothing but expe¬ 

rience can teach, were difqualified for the 

warfare of the woods; and from a fecret 

contempt with which they regarded the 

blunt fimplicity and plain appearance of the 

fettlers, were not amenable to.their ad¬ 

vice on thefe points. They were not 

aware how much they were to depend on 

them for the means of carrying on their 

operations; and by rude or negligent 

treatment fo difguited them, that they 

withheld the horfes, oxen, waggons. Sic. 

which were to be paid for, merely to ffiew 

their 
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their independence; well knowing the 

dreaded and detefted military power, even 

if coercive meafures were reforted to, would 

have no chance for redrels in their courts j 
# 

and even the civil authority were cautious 

of doing any thing fo unpopular as to de¬ 

cide in favour of the military. Thus, till 

properly intruded, thofe bewildered ftran- 

gers.were apt to do the thing of all others 

that annihilates a feeble authority; threaten 

where they could not ftrike, and forfeit 

refped where they could not enforce obe¬ 

dience : a failure of this kind dogged and 

enfeebled all their meafures; for without 

the hearty co-operation of the inhabitants 

in furnifhing pre-requifites, nothing could 

go on in a country without roads, or pub¬ 

lic vehicles, for the conveyance of their 

warlike ftores. Another rock they were 

apt to run upon was, a negled of the In¬ 

dians, whom they neither fpfficiently fear¬ 

ed as enemies, nor valued as friends: till 

taught to do fo by maturer judgments. Of 

this, Braddock’s defeat was an inftance; 

n 2 he 
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-he was brave, experienced, and veri'ed in 

all military fcience ; his confidence in 

which occafioned the deftruftion of him- 

felf and his army. He confidered thofe 

counfels that warned him, how little ma¬ 

il oeuvres or numbers would avail in the 

clofe prifon of innumerable boughs, as the 

refult of feeble caution ; and marched his 

army to certain ruin, in the mod: brave and 

fcientific manner imaginable. Upon certain 

occafions there is no knowledge fo valuable 

as that of our own ignorance. 

At the Flats, the felf-righted boor learn-, 

ed civilization and fubordination : the high 

bred and high fpirited field officer gentle- 

nefs, accommodation, and refpeit for unpo- 

lilhed worth and untaught valour. There, 

too, the threwd and^ deeply reflecting In¬ 

dian learnt to refpecl the Britilh charac¬ 

ter, and to confide in that af the fettiers ; 

by feeing the bell fpecimens of both aiding 

candidly towards each other, and gene- 

roufly to himfelf. 

My friend was raoft particularly calcu¬ 

lated 
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luted to be the coadjutor of her excellent 

corifort, in thus fubduing the fpirits of 

different claffes of people, Rrongly difpofed 

to entertain a repulfive diflike of each other; 

and by leading them to the chaRened en¬ 

joyment of the fame foetal pleafures, tinder 

the aufpices of thofe, whole good will they 

were all equally convinced of. She con¬ 

trived to fmooth down afperities, and af- 

limilate thofe various characters, in a man¬ 

ner that could not be done by any other 

means. 

Accustomed from childhood, both 

from the general Rate of fociety, and the 

enlarged minds of her particular affociates, 

to take liberal views of every thing, and to 

look forward on ail occafions to confe- 

quences, fhe Readily followed her wife and 

benevolent purpofes, without being at¬ 

tracted by petty gratifications, or repelled 

by petty difguRs. Neither influenced by 

female vanity, or female faftidioufnefs, Ihe 

might very truly fay of' popularity, as Fal- 

ftaff fays of WorceRer’s rebellion, “ it lay 

n 3 “ in 
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in her way and fhe found itfor no 

one ever took lefs pains to obtain it; and 

if the weight of folid ufefulnefs and be¬ 

neficence had not, as it never fails to do 

in the long run, forced approbation, her 

mode of conducting herfelf, though it 

might greatly endear her to her particular 

affociafes, was not conciliating to common 

minds. The faCc was, that, though her be¬ 

nevolence extended through the whole cir¬ 

cle of thofe to whom (lie was known, fhe 

had too many objects jaf importance in view 

to fquander time upon imbecility and in- 

fignificance. Nor could fhe find leifure 

for the routine of ordinary vifits, or incli¬ 

nation for the in.fipidity of ordinary chit 

chat. 

If people of the defcription here al¬ 

luded to could forward any plan advanta¬ 

geous to the public, or to any of thofe 

perfons in whom fhe was particularly inte- 

relied, fhe would treat them occafionally 

with much civility: for fire had all the 

power of fuperior intellect without the pride 

of 
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of it; but could not fubmit to a perpetual 

facrifke to forms and trifles. This, in her, 

was not only juftifiable, but laudable ; yet 

it is not mentioned as an example, becaufe 

a cafe can very rarely occur, where the 

benefit refulting to others, from making 

one’s own path, and forking the ordinary 

road, can be fo eflential; few ever can have a 

fphere of aftion fo peculiar or fo important 

as her’s ; and very few indeed have fo found 

a judgment to direct them in chufing, or 

fo much fortitude to fupport them in pur- 

fuing, a way of their own. 

In ordinary matters, where neither re¬ 

ligion nor morality is concerned, it is much 

fafer to trull to the common fenfe of man¬ 

kind in general, than to our own particular 

fancy. Singularity of conduct or opinion is 

fo often the refult of vanity or affectation, 

that whoever ventures upon it ought to be a' 

perfon whofe example is looked up to by 

others. A perfon too great to follow, 

ought to be great enough to lead. But 

N 4 though 
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though her converfation was referved for 

thofe fhe preferred, her advice, compaffion, 

and good offices were always given where 

moil needed. 

CHAP 

f ■ - ' 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Madame*s adopted. Children.—Anecdote of Sifter 

Sufan. 

•Years pafled away in this manner, va¬ 

ried only by the extension of that pro¬ 

tection and education, which they gave to 

a fucceffion of nephews and nieces of the 

Colonel or Mrs. Schuyler. Thefe they 

did not take from mere companion, as all 

their relations were in eafy circumftances j 

but influenced by various confiderations, 

fuch as, in fome cafes, the death of the 

mother of the children, or perhaps the 

father 5 in others, where their nieces or 

nephews married very early, and lived in 

the houfes of their refpe&lve parents, 

while their young family increafed before 

they had a fettled home ; or in inftances 

where, from the remote filiations in which 

the parents lived, they could not fo eafily 

educate them. Indeed the difficulty of 

n 5 getting 



I 

( 274 ) 

getting a fuitable education for children, 

whofe parents were ambitious for their im¬ 

provement, was great; and a family fo 

well regulated as her’s, and frequented by 

fuch fociety, was. .in itfelf an academy, 

both for the bed morals and manners. 

When people have children born to them, 

they mud fubmit to the ordinary lot of 

humanity: and if they have not the hap- 

pinefs of meeting with many good qualities 

to cultivate and rejoice over, there is no¬ 

thing left for them but to exert themfelves 

to the utmod, to reform and ameliorate 

what will admit of improvement. They 

mud carefully weed and prop ; if the foil 

produce a crop both feeble and redundant, 

affection will blind them to many defeats; 

imperious duty will dimulate them, and 

hope, foothing, however deceitful, will fup- 

port them. But when people have the 

privilege, as in this cafe, of chufing a 

child, they are fairly entitled to felecl the 

mod promifing. This feleftion, I under¬ 

flood always to have been left to Aunt 

Schuyler 5 and it appeared, by the event, 

to 
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to have been generally a happy one. Fif¬ 

teen, either nephews or nieces, or the 

children of fuch, who had been under her 

care, all lived to grow up and go out into 

the world : all aCted their parts fo as to do 

credit to the inftruCtion they had received, 

and the example they looked up to. Betides 

thefe, they had many whom they brought 

for two or three years to their houfe to re¬ 

ft de ; either becaufe the family they came 

from was at the time crowded with younger 

children, or becaufe they were at a time of 

life when a year or two fpent in fuch fo- 

ciety, as was there affembled, might not 

only form their manners, but give a bias 

to their future character. 

About the year 1730, they brought 

home a nephew of .the colonel’s, whole 

father having a large family, and having, 

to the belt of my recollection, loft his wife, 

entirely gave over the boy to the protection 

of this relation. This boy was his uncle’s 

god-fon, and called Philip after him. He was 

a great favourite in the family ; for, though 

apparently thoughtlefs and giddy, he had 

n 6 a very 
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a very good temper, and quick parts ; and 

was upon the whole an ingenious, lively, 

and amufing child. He was a very great 

favourite, and continued to be fo, in fome 

meafure, when he grew up. 

There were other children, whofe names 

and relation to my friends I do not remem¬ 

ber, in the houfe at the fame time; but 

none that (laid fo long, or were fo much 

talked of as this. There certainly never 

were people who received fo much compa¬ 

ny, made fo refpeftable a figure in life, 

and always kept fo large a family about 

them, with fo little tumult or turtle, or 

indeed at fo moderate an expence. What 

their income was I cannot fay j but am 

fure it could not have been what we fhould 

think adequate to the good they did, and 

the hofpitality and beneficence which they 

pra&ifed : for the rents of lands were then 

of fo little value, that, though they pof- 

ferted a confiderable eftate in another part 

of the country, only very moderate pro¬ 

fits could refult from it; but, indeed, from 

the fnnplicity of drefs, &c. it was eafier j 

though 



( 277 ) 
though in that refpedl, too, they preferved 

a kind of dignity, and went beyond others 

in the materials, though not the form of 

their apparel. Yet their principal expence 

was a moll plentiful and well ordered 

table, quite in the Englilh flyle ; which 

was a kind of innovation: but fo many 

ftrangers frequented the houfes of the 

three brothers, that it was neceffary for 

them to accommodate themfelves to the 

habits of their guefts. 

Peter being in his youth an extenfive 

trader, had fpent much time in Canada, 

among the nobleffe there; and had ferved 

in the continental -levies. He had a fine 

commanding figure, and quite the air and 

addrefs of a gentleman, and was, when I 

knew him, an old man. 

Intelligent and pleafing in a very high 

degree, Jeremiah had too much familiar 

kindnefs to be looked up to like his bro¬ 

ther. Yet he alfo had a very good un¬ 

demanding, great franknefs and affability, 

and was defcribed by all who knew him, 

as the very foul of cordial friendlhip and 

warm 



( 2/8 ) 

warm benevolence. He married a po- 

lilhed and well educated perfon, whofe 

parents (French proteftants) were people 

©f the firft falhion in New York, and had 

given with her a good fortune, a thing 

very unufual in that country. They ufed 

in the early years of their marriage, to pay 

a vifit every winter to their connexions at 

New York, who paffed part of every fuin- 

mer with them. This connexion, as well 

as that with the Fiats, gave an air of no¬ 

li#), and a tincture of elegance to this fa¬ 

mily beyond others; and there were few 

fo gay and focial. This cheerfulnefs was 

fupported by a large family, fourteen,. I 

think, of very promifing children. Thefe, 

however, inheriting from their mother’s 

family a delicate conftitution, died one 

after another as they came to maturity ; 

one only, a daughter, lived to be married ; 

but died after having had one fon and one 

daughter. 

I faw the mother of this large fami¬ 

ly, after out-living her own children, and 

a ftill greater number of brothers and 

fillers, 
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fillers, who had all fettled in life, prof- 

perous and flourishing, when Ihe mar¬ 

ried ; I faw her a helplefs bed-ridden 

invalid * without any remaining tie, but a 

fordid grafping fon-in-law, and two grand¬ 

children, brought up at a diftance from 

her. 

With her, too, I was a great favourite, 

becaufe I listened with interefl to her de¬ 

tails of early happinefs, and fubfequent 

woes and privations; all of which file de- 

fcribed to me with great animation, and 

the mod pathetic eloquence. How much 

a patient listener, who has fympathy and 

interefl to bellow on a tale of woe, will 

hear! and how affecting is the refpect and 

compaffion even of an artlefs child, to a 

heart that has felt the bitternefs of negledt, 

and known what it was to pine in folitary 

fadnefs! Many a bleak day have I walked 

a mile to vifit this blalted tree, which the 

florm of calamity had (tripped of every 

leaf! and furely in the houfe of forrow the 

heart is made better. 

5 From 
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From this chronicle of pad times, I de¬ 

rived much information refpeding our 

good aunt; fuch as Ihe would not have 

given me herfelf. The kindnefs of this 

generous filler-in-law was indeed the only 

light that flione on the declining days of 

filler Sufan, as fire was wont affe&ionately 

to call her. What a fad narrative would 

the detail of this poor woman’s forrows 

afford! which, however, fire did not re¬ 

late in a querulous manner; for her foul 

was fubdued by afflidion, and file did not 

<s mourn as thofe that have no hope.” 

One inllance of felf-accufation I mull re¬ 

cord. She ufed to defcribe the family fhe 

left as being no lefs happy, united, and 

highly profperous, than that into which fhe 

came: if, indeed, fhe could be faid to 

leave it, going as fhe did for fome months 

every year to her mother’s houfe, whole, 

darling fhe was, and who, being only fif¬ 

teen years older than herfelf, was more 

like an elder filler, united by fond affec¬ 

tion. 

She 
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She went to New York to lye in, at 

her mother’s houfe, of her four or five 

firft children; her mother at the- fame 

time having children as young as her’s : 

and thus carefled at home by a fond 

hiifband, and received with exultation 

by the tendered; parents > young, gay, 

and fortunate, her removals were only va¬ 

riations of felicity ; 'but gratified in every 

wiih, fhe knew not what forrow was, nor 

how to receive the unwelcome ftranger, 

when it arrived. At length ftie went 

down to her father’s, as ufual, to lye in of 

her fourth child, which died when it was 

eight days old. She then fcreamed with 

agony, and told her mother, who tried 

by pious counfel to alleviate her grief, 

that flie was the molt miferable of human 

beings; for that no one was capable of 

loving their child fo well as fhe did her’s, 

and could not think by what fin flie had 

provoked this affliction: finally, ihe clafp- 

ed the dead infant to her bofom, and was 

not, without the utmolt difficulty, per- 

fuaded to part with it; while her frantic 

grief 
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grief outraged all decorum. After this, 

faid (he, “ I have feen. my thirteen grown- 

up children, and my dear and excellent 

hufbandj all carried out of this houfe to 

the grave : I have loll the worthieft and 

moll affectionate parents, brothers, and lif¬ 

ters, fuch as few ever had; and however 

my heart might be pierced with forrow,. 

it was ftill more deeply pierced with a 

conviction of my own paft impiety and 

ingratitude; and under all this afflidHon, 

1 wept filently and alone; and my out¬ 

cry or lamentation was never heard by 

mortal.’5 What a leffon was this! 

This once much loved and much re- 

fpedted woman, have I feen fitting in 

her bed, where {he had been long con¬ 

fined, negle&ed. by ail thofe whom Hie 

had known in her better days, except¬ 

ing aunt Schuyler, who unwieldy and 

unfit for vifiting as lire was, came out 

two or three times in the year to fee 

her, and conftantly fent her kindly tokens 

of remembrance. Had fhe been more 

careful to preferve her independence, and 

had 
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had (he accommodated hetfelf more to the 
i • ■■ 

plain manners of the people fhe lived 

among, fire might in her adverfity have 

met with more attention; but too confci- 

ous of her attainments, lively, regardlefs, 

and perhaps vain, and confident of being 

furrounded and admired by a band of 

kinsfolk, fhe was at no pains to conciliate 

others; fhe had, too, fome expenfive ha¬ 

bits j which, when the tide of profperiiy 

ebbed, could meet" with little indulgence 

among a people who never entertained 

an idea of living beyond their circum- 

ftances. 

Thus, even among thofe unpolifhed 

people, one might learn how fevere- 

ly the infolence of profperity can be 

avenged on us, even by thofe we have 

defpifed and flighted; and who perhaps 

were very much our inferiors in every 

refpeft : though both humanity and good 

fenfe fhould prevent our mortifying them, 

by fhewing ourfelves fenfible of that cir- 

cumftance. 

This year was a fatal one to the fa¬ 

milies 
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rallies of the three brothers. Jeremiah, 

impatient of the uneahnefs caufed by a 

wen upon his neck, fubmitted to under¬ 

go an operation; which, being unlkilfully 

performed, ended fatally, to the unfpeak- 

able .grief of his brothers and of aunt, 

who was particularly attached to him, 

and often dwelt on the recolle&ion of 

his Angularly compaffionate difpofition, 

the generous opennefs of his temper, and 

peculiar warmth of his affeftions. He, 

indeed, was “ taken away from the evil 

to comej” for of his large family, one 

after the other went off, in confequence 

of the weaknefs of their lungs; which 

withltood none of the ordinary difeafes 

of fm all-pox, meazles, &c. till in a few 

years, there was not one remaining. 

Thefe were melancholy inroads on the 

peace of her, who might truly be faid, 

to “ watch and weep, and pray for all 

for nothing could exceed our good aunt’s 

care and tendernefs for this feeble fa¬ 

mily .who feemed flowers which merely 

bloomed to wither in their prime j for 

they 
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they were, as is often the cafe with thofe 

who inherit fuch diforders, beautiful, with 

quicknefs of comprehenfion, and abilities 

beyond their age. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. XXX. 

Death of young Phihp Schuyler.—Account of his 

Family, and of the Society at the Flats. 

4 nother very heavy forrow followed 

^ the death of Jeremiah ; Peter, being 

the elded brother, his fon, as I formerly 

mentioned, was confidered and educated as 

heir to the colonel. It was Peter’s houfe 

that ftood nest to the colonel’s ; their 

dwellings being arranged according to their 

ages, the youth was not in the lead ef- 

tranged from his own family (who were 

half a mile, off) by his refidence in his 

uncle’s, and was peculiarly endeared to all 

the families, (who regarded him as the fu¬ 

ture head of their houfe,) by his gentle 

manners and excellent qualities. With all 

thefe perfonal advantages, which diftinguilh- 

ed that comely race, and which give grace 

and attraUion to the unfolding blolfoms of 

virtue, at an early age he was fent to a kind 

■of 
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of college, then eftahlifhed in New Jerfey ; 

and he was there inftrucled, as far as in that 

jplace, he could be. He foon formed an 

attachment to a lady (till younger than him- 

felf, but fo well brought up, arid fo refpe£l> 

ably connected, that his friends were greatly 

pLeafed with the marriage, early as it was, 

and his father, with the higheft fatisfaflion, 

received the young couple into the ho'ufe. 

There they were the delight and ornament 

of the family, and, lived among 11 them as a 

common bleffing. The firft year of their 

marriage a daughter was born to them, 

whom they named Cornelia ; and the next, 

a fon, whom they called Peter. The fol¬ 

lowing year, which was the fame that de¬ 

prived them of their brother Jeremiah, 

proved fatal to a great many children and 

young people, in conlequence of an ende- 

mial difeafe, which every now and then ufed 

to appear in the country, and made great 

havoc. It was called the purple or fpotted 

fever, and was probably of the putrid 

kind : be that as it may, it proved fatal to 

this interefting young couple. Peter, who 

had 
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had loft his wife but a ftiort time before, 

was entirely overwhelmed by this ftroke : 

a hardnefs of heaving, which had been gra¬ 

dually increafing before, deprived him of 

the confolations he might have derived 

from fociety. He encouraged his fecond 

fon to marry; (hut himfelf up for the moft 

part in his own apartment; and became, in 

effect, one of thofe lav brothers I have for- 
* j 

merly defcribed. Yet, when time had 

blunted the edge of this keen affliction, 

many years after, when we lived at the 

Flats, he ufed to vifit us; and though he 

did not hear well, he converted with great 

fpirit, and was full of anecdote and infor¬ 

mation. Meanwhile, Madame did not fink 

under this calamity, though fine felt it as 

much as her hufband, but fupported him; 

and exerted herfelf to extract confolation 

from performing the duties of a mother to 

the infant who was now become the repre- 

fentative of the family. Little Peter was 

accordingly brought home, and fucceeded 

to all that care and affedtion of which his 

father had formerly been the objedt, while 

3 Cornelia 
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Cornelia was taken home to Jerfey, to the 

family of her maternal grandfather, who was 

a diflinguifhed perfon in that"diftri&, Thei*e 

flie was exceedingly well educated, became 

an elegant and very pleafing young woman, 

and was happily and molt refpe&ably mar¬ 

ried before I left the country, as was her 

brother very foon after. They are hill liv¬ 

ing; and Peter, adhering to what might be 

called, eventually the fafer fide, during the 

war with the mother country, Proceeded 

undillurbed to his uncle’s inheritance. 

All thefe new cares and forrows did not 

in the lead abate the hofpitality, the popu¬ 

larity, or the public fpirit of thefe truly 

great minds. Their dwelling, though in 

fame meafure become a houfe of mourning, 

was flill the rendezvous of the wife and 

worthy, the refuge of the ftranger, and an 

academy for deep and found thinking, tafte, 

intelligence, and moral beauty. There the 

plans for the public good were digefted by 

the rulers of the province, who came, un¬ 

der the pretext of a fummer excurfion for 

mere amufement. There the operations of 

vol. i. 0 the 
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the army, and the treaties of peace or alli¬ 

ance with various nations, were arranged ; 

for there the legiflators of the date, and the 

leaders of the war, were received, and 

mixed ferious and important counfels with 

convivial cheerfulnefs, and domedic eafe 

and familiarity. ’Tis not to be conceived 

how effential a point of union, a barrier 

againft licence, and a focus, in which the 

rays of intellect and intelligence were con¬ 

centrated, (fuch as in this family,) were to 

unite the jarring elements of which the 

community was compofed, and to fugged 

to thofe who had power without experience, 

the means of mingling in due proportions 

its various materials for the public utility. 

Still, though the details of family happinefs 

were abridged, the fpirit that produced it 

continued to exid, and to find new objects 

of filtered. A mind, elevated by the con- 

fcioufnefs of its own powers, and enlarged 

by the habitual exercife of them, for the 

great purpofe of promoting the good of 

others, yields to the preffure of calamity, 

but finks not under it $ particularly when 

habituated. 
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habituated, like thefe exalted characters* to 

look through the long villa of futurity to¬ 

wards the final accomplilhment of the de¬ 

fig ns of Providence. Like a diligent gar¬ 

dener, who, when his promifing young 

plants are blafted in full ftrength and 

beauty, though he feels extremely for their 

lofs, does not fit down in idle chagrin, but 

redoubles his efforts to train up their fuc- 

ceffors to the fame degree of excellence. 

Confidering the large family Ihe (Madame) 

always had about her, of which Ihe was the 

guiding ftar as well as the informing foul, 

and the innocent cheerfulnefs which Ihe en¬ 

couraged and enjoyed; confidering,too, the 

number of interefting guefts whom file re¬ 

ceived, and that complete union of minds, 

which made her enter fo intimately into all 

the colonel’s purfuks, it may be wondered 

how Ihe found time for folid and improved 

reading; becaufe people, whofe time is fo 

much occupied in bufinefs and fociety, are 

apt to relax, with amufing trifles of the de¬ 

sultory kind, when they have odd half hours 

to bellow on literary amufements. But her 

02 ftrong 
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tlrong and indefatigable mind never loofen* 

ed its grafp j ever intent on the ufeful and 

the noble, fhe round little leifure for what 

are indeed the greateft objefts of feeble 

ehara&ers. After the middle of life fhe 

■went little out; her houfehold, long fince 

arranged by certain general rules, went re¬ 

gularly on, becaufe every domeftic knew 

exafUy the duties of his or her place, and 

dreaded lofing it, as the greateft pofiible 

misfortune. She had always with her fome 

young perfon, “ who was unto her as a 

“ daughterwho was her friend and 

companion ; and bred up in fuch a man¬ 

ner as to qualify her for being fuch ; and 

one of whole duties it was to infpect the 

ft ate of the houfehold, and cc report pro- 

“ grefs,” with regard to the operations 

going on in the various departments. For 

no one better underftood, or more juftly 

eftimated, the duties of houfewifery. Thus, 

thofe young females, who had the happi- 

nefs of being bred under her aufpices, very 

Toon became qualified to affift her, inftead 

of encroaching much on her time. The 

example 



( 295 ) 
example and converfation of the family in 

which they lived, was to them a perpetual 

fchool for ufeful knowledge, and manners 

eafy and dignified, though natural and art- 

lefs. They were not indeed embellilhed, 

but then they were not deformed by affec¬ 

tation, pretenfions, or defeflive imitation of 

' fafhionable models of nature. They were 

not indeed bred up <c to dance, to drefs, to 

“ roll the eye, or troul the tongue yet 

they were not le&ured into unnatural gra¬ 

vity, or frozen referve. I have feen thofe 

of them who were lovely, gay, and ani¬ 

mated, though, in the words of an old fa¬ 

miliar lyric, 

“ "Without difguife or art, like flowers that grace 

the wild, 

“ Their fweets they did impart whenever they 

fpoke or fanlM.” 

Two of thofe to whom this defeription par¬ 

ticularly applies, ftill live; and {fill retain 

not only evident traces of beauty, but that 

unftudied grace and dignity which is the 

refult of confcious worth and honour, ha¬ 

bituated to receive the tribute of general 

o 3 refpeft. 



( 294 ) 

refped. This is the privilege of minds 

which are always in their own place, and: 

neither (loop to folicit applaufe from their 

inferiors, nor ftrive to rife to a fancied 

equality with thofe whom nature or fortune 

have placed beyond them. 

Aunt was a great manager of her time, 

and always contrived to create leifure hours 

for reading ; for that kind of converfation, 

which is properly fly led gofiipping, {he had 

the utmoft contempt. Light fuperficial 

reading, fuch as merely fills a blank in time, 

and glides over the mind without leaving 

an impreffion, was little known there; for 

few books croffed the Atlantic but fuch as 

were worth carrying fo far for their intrinfic 

value. She was too much accuftomed to 

have her mind occupied with objeds of 

real weight and importance, to give it up 

to frivolous purfuits of any kind. She be¬ 

gan the morning with reading the Scrip¬ 

tures. They always breakfafted early, -and 

dined two hours later than the primitive 

inhabitants, who always took that meal at 

twelve. This departure from the ancient 

eu floras 
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cuftoms was necefiary in this family, to 

accommodate the great numbers of Britilh 

as well as ft rangers from New York, who 

were daily entertained at her liberal table. 

This arrangement gave her the advantage 

of a longer forenoon to difpofe of. After 
- 

breakfaft (he gave orders for the family de¬ 

tails of the day, which, without a fcrupu- 

lous attention to thofe minutke which fell 

more properly under the notice of her 

young friends, Ihe always regulated in the 

mod judicious manner, fo as to prevent all 

appearance of hurry and confufion. There 

was fuch a rivalry among domeftics, whofe 

foie ambition was her favour, and who had 

been fo trained up from infancy, each to 

their feveral duties, that excellence in each 

department was the refult both of habit 

and emulation ; while her young protegees 

were early taught the value and importance 

of good houfewifery, and were fedulous in 

their attention to little matters of decora¬ 

tion and elegance, which her mind was too 

much engroffed to attend to; fo that her 

houfehold affairs, ever well regulated, went 

04 on 
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on in a mechanical kind of progrels, thac 

feemed to engage little of her attention, 

though her vigilant and overruling mind 

fet every fpring of action in motion. Having 

thus eafily and fpeedily arranged the details 

of the day, {he retired to read in her clofet, 

where Ihe generally remained till about 

eleven 5 when, being unequal to dirtant 

walks, the colonel and Ihe, and fome of 

her elder guefts, pafled fome of the hotter 

hours among thofe embowering {hades of 

her garden, in which {he took great plea- 

fur e. Here was their Lyceum; here ques¬ 

tions in religion and morality, too weighty 

for table talk, were ieifurely and coolly dif- 

cuffed ; and plans of policy and various uti¬ 

lity arranged. From this retreat they ad¬ 

journed to the portico j and while the co¬ 

lonel either retired to write, or went to give 

directions to his fervants, {he fat in this little 

tribunal, giving audience to new Settlers, 

followers of the army left in haplefs depen¬ 

dence, and others who wanted alliftance or 

advice, or hoped {he would intercede with 

the colonel for Something more peculiarly 

in 
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in his way, he having great influence with 

the colonial government. At the ufual 

hour her dinner-party aflembled, which was 

generally a large one ; and here I mull di- 

grefs from the detail of the day to obferve, 

that, looking up as 1 always did to Madame 

with admiring veneration, and having al¬ 

ways heard her mentioned with unqualified 

applaufe, I look often back to think what 

defeats or faults fire could poilibly have to 

rank with the fons and daughters of imper¬ 

fection, inhabiting this tranfitory fcene of 

exiftence, well knowing, from fubfequent 

obfervation of life, that error is the una¬ 

voidable portion of humanity. Yet of this 

truifm, to which every one will readily fub- 

fcribe, I can recolleit no proof in my 

friend’s conduit, unlefs the luxury of her 

table might be produced to confirm it. 

Yet this, after all, was but comparative 

luxury. There was more choice and fe~ 

le£tion,and perhaps more abundance at her 

table, than at thofe of the other primitive 

inhabitants, yet how fimple were her re¬ 

pairs compared to thofe which the luxury 

o 5 of 
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of the higher ranks in this country offer 

to provoke the fated appetite. Her din¬ 

ner-party generally confined of feme of 

her intimate friends or near relations; 

her adopted children, who were inmates 

for the time being; and ftrangers fome- 

times invited, merely as friendlefs travellers, 

on the fcore of hofpitality, but often wel¬ 

comed for fome time as ftadonary victors', 

on account of worth or talents, that gave 

value to their fociety ; and, laftly, military 

guefls, felefted with fome diferimination on 

account of the young friends, whom they 

wifhed not only to proteft, but cultivate by 

an improving affociation. Converfation 

here was always rational, generally inftruc- 

tive, and often cheerful. The afternoon 

frequently brought with it a new fet of 

guefls. Tea was always drank early here ; 

and, as I have formerly obferved, was at¬ 

tended with fo many petty luxuries of 

paflry, confedtionary, &c. that it might well 

be accounted a meal by thofe whofe early 

and frugal dinners had fo long gone by. 

In Albany it was cuftomary, after the heat 

of 
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of the day was pa ft, for the young people to 

go in parties of three or four, in open car* 

riages, to drink tea at an hour or two’s 

drive from town. The receiving and 

entertaining this fort of company generally 

was the province of the younger part of the 

family; and of thefe parties many came, in 

fu miner evenings, ro the Flats, when tea, 

which was very early, was over. The young 

people, and thofe who were older, took their 

different walks, while Madame fat in her 

portico, engaged in what might compara¬ 

tively be called light reading, e flays, bio¬ 

graphy, poetry, &c. till the younger party 

fet out on their return home, and her do- 

meftic friends rejoined her in her portico, 

where, in warm evenings, a flight repaft 

was fometimes brought ; but they more 

frequently (hared the laft and moft truly 

focial meal within. 

"Winter made little difference in her mode 

of occupying her time. She then always 

retired to her clofet to read at ftated periods. 

In converfation (he certainly took de¬ 

light, and peculiarly excelled; yet did not in 

; o 6 the 
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the leaft engrofs it, or feem to didate. On 

the contrary, her thirft of knowledge was 

fuch, and Ihe poffeffed fuch a peculiar ta¬ 

lent for difcovering the point of utility in 

all things, that from every one’s difcourfe 

Ihe extracted fome information, on which 

the light of her mind was thrown in fuch a 

direction, as made it turn to account. 

Whenever fhe laid down her book fhe took 

up her knitting, which neither occupied her 

eyes nor attention,'while it kept her fingers 

engaged ; thus fetting an example of hum¬ 

ble diligence to her young protegees. In 

this employment Ihe had a kind of tender 

fatisfadion, as little children, reared in the 

family, were the only objeds of her care in 

this refped. For thofe, Ihe conflantly pro- 

vided a fupply of hofiery till they were 

i'even years old; and, after that, transferred 

her attention to fome younger favourite. 

In her earlier days, when her beloved co¬ 

lonel could lhare the gaieties of fociety, I 

have been told they both had a high relifh 

for innocent mirth, and every fpecies of hu¬ 

morous pleafantry; but in my time there 

was 

/ 



was a chaftened gravity in her difcourfe, 

which, however, did not repulfe innocent 

eheerfulnefs, though it dafhed all manner of 

levity, and that flippancy which great fami¬ 

liarity fometimes encourages amonglt young 

people, who live much together. Had Ma¬ 

dame, with the fame good fenfe, the fame 

high principle, and general benevolence to¬ 

wards young people, lived in fociety, fuch 

as is to be met with in Britain, the prin¬ 

ciple upon which fhe a&ed would have led 

her to have encouraged in fuch fociety more 

gaiety and freedom of manners. As the re¬ 

gulated forms of life in Britain fet bounds to 

the eafe that accompanies good breeding, 

and refinement, generally diffufed, fupplies 

the place of native delicacy, where that is 

wanting, a certain decent freedom is both 

fafe and allowable. But, amid the fimpli- 

city of primitive manners, thofe bounds are 

not fo well defined. Under thefe circum- 

flances, mirth is a romp, and humour a 

buffoon 5 and both mud be kept within 

drift limits. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

Family Details. 

rj^HE hofpitalities of this family were fd 

far beyond their apparent income, that 

all ftrangers were aftonifhed at them. To 

account for this, it muff be obferved that, 

in the fir ft place, there was perhaps fcarce 

an in fiance of a family poffeffing fuch un¬ 

commonly well trained, a&ive, and diligent 

flaves, as that I defcribe. The fet that were 

ftaid fervants when they married, had feme 

of them died off by the time I knew the fa¬ 

mily ; but the principal roots from whence 

the many branches, then flourilhing, 

fprung, yet remained. Thefe were two 

women, who had come originally from 

Africa while very young : they were moft ex¬ 

cellent fervants, and the mothers or grand¬ 

mothers of the whole fet, except one white- 

woolled negroe-man j who, in my time, 

fat 
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fat by the chimney and made {hoes for all 

the reft. The great pride and happinefs of 

thefe fable matrons were, to bring up 

their children to dexterity, diligence, and 

obedience. Diana being determined that 

Maria’s children fhould not excel her’s in 

any quality, •which was a recommendation 

to favour; and Maria equally refolved 

that her brood, in the race of excellence, 

fhould out-ftrip Diana’s. Never was a 

more fervent competition. That of Phillis 

and Brunetta, in the Spectator, was a trifle 

to it : and it was extremely difficult to de¬ 

cide on their refpective merits ; for though 

Maria’s ion Prince cut down wood with 

more dexterity and difpatch than any one 

in the province, the mighty C as far, fon of 

Diana, cut down wheat, and threfhed it, 

better than he. His fifter Betty, who, to 

her misfortune, was a beauty of her kind, 

and poffeffed wit equal to her beauty, was 

the bell fempftrefs and laundrefs, by far, 

1 have ever known; and plain unpretend¬ 

ing Rachael, fifter to Prince, wife to Titus, 

alias Tyte, and head cook, dreffed dinners 

that 
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that might have pleafed Apicius. I record 

my old humble friends by their real names, 

becaufe they allowedly ftood at the head of 

their own clafs ; and diftin&ion of every 

kind fhould be refpe&ed. Befides, when 

the curtain drops, or indeed long hefore it 

falls, ’tis, perhaps, more creditable to have 

excelled in the lowefi: parts, than to have 

fallen miferably fhort in the higher. Of 

the inferior perfonages, in this dark drama 

I have been characterizing, it would be 

tedious to tell: fuffice it, that befides fil¬ 

ling up all the lower departments of the 

houfehold, and cultivating to the higheil 

advantage a moll extenfive farm, there was 

a thorough bred carpenter and Ihoe-maker, 

and an univerfal genius who made canoes, 

. nets, and paddles; fhod horfes, mended 

implements of hufbandry, managed the 

fifiling, in itfelf no final! department, rear¬ 

ed hemp and tobacco, and fpun both j 

made cyder, and tended wild horfes, as 

they call them ; which was his province 

to manage and to break. For every branch 

of 
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of the dotneftic oeconomy, there was a per* 

ion allotted; educated for the purpofe; 

and this fociety was kept immaculate, in 

the fame way that the tjuakers preferve the 

rectitude of theirs; and, indeed, in the 

only way that any community can be pre- 

ferved from corruption; when a member 

fhewed fymptoms of degeneracy, he was 

immediately expelled, or in other words 

more fuitable to this cafe, fold. Among 

the domeftics, there was fuch a rapid in- 

creafe, in confequence of their marrying 

very early, and living comfortably with¬ 

out care, that if they had not been detached 

off with the young people brought up in 

the houfe, they would have fwarmed like 

an over-docked hive. 

The prevention of crimes was fo much 

attended to in this well regulated family, that 

there was very little punilhment neceffary ; 

none that I ever heard of, but fuch as 

Diana and Maria inflidied on their progeny, 

with a view to prevent the dreaded fentence 

of expulfion; notwithftanding the petty 

rivalry 
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rivalry between the branches of the two ori¬ 

ginal flocks. Inter-marriages between the 

Montagues and' Capulets of the kitchen, 

which frequently took place, and the habit of 

living together under the fame mild, though 

regular government, produced a general cor¬ 

diality and affeftion among all the members 

of the family, who were truly ruled by 

the law of love; and even thofe who 

occafionally differed about trifles, had an 

unconfcious attachment to each other, 

which fhewed itfelf on all emergencies. 

Treated themfelves with care and gentle- 

nefs, they were careful, and kind, with 

regard to the only inferiors and dependants 

they had, the domeftic animals. The fu- 

perior perfonages in the family, had always 

foine good property to mention, or good 

faying to refpedt of thofe whom they che- 

rilhed into attachment, and exalted into in¬ 

telligence; while they, in their turn, improv¬ 

ed the fagacity of their fubjeft animals, by 

carefling and talking to them. Let no 

one laugh at this; for whenever man is at 

eafe 
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eafe and unfophifticated, where his native 

humanity is not extinguilhed by want, or 

chilled by oppreffion, it overflows to in¬ 

ferior beings; and improves their inftin&s, 

to a degree incredible to thofe who have 

not witnefled it. In all mountainous coun¬ 

tries, where man is more free, more ge¬ 

nuine, and more divided into little focie- 

ties much detached from others, and much 

attached to each other, this cordiality of 

fentiment, this overflow of good will takes 

place. The poet fays, 

“ Humble love, and not proud reafon, 
Keeps the door of heaven.” 

This queftion mud be left for divines to 

determine j but fure am I that humble 

love, and not proud reafon, keeps the door 

of earthly happinefs, as far as it is attain¬ 

able. i am not going,Tike the admirable 

Crichton, to make an oration in praife of 

ignorance ; but a very high degree of re¬ 

finement certainly produces a quicknefs 

of difeernment, a niggard approbation, 

and 
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and a faftidioufnefs of fade, that find a 

thoufand repulfive and difgufting qualities 

mingled with thofe that excite our admira¬ 

tion, and would (were we lefs critical) 

produce affection. Alas! that the tree 

lhould fo literally impart the knowledge of 

good and evil; much evil and little good. 

It is time to return from this excurfion, to 

the point from which I fet out. 

The Princes and Caefars of the Flats had 

as much to tell of the fagacity and attach¬ 

ments of the animals, as their miftrefs re¬ 

lated of their own. Numberlefs anecdotes 

that delighted me in the laft century, I 

would recount: but fear I lhould not find 

my audience of fuch eafy belief as I was j 

nor fo convinced of the integrity of my in¬ 

formers. One circumftance I mult men¬ 

tion, becaufe I well know it to be true. 

The colonel had ahorfe which he rode occa- 
' ' \ 

fionally, but which oftener travelled with 

Mrs. Schuyler in an open carriage. At par¬ 

ticular times, when bringing home hay or 

corn, they yoked Wolf, for fo he was cal¬ 

led, in a waggon ; an indignity to which, 

for 
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for a while, he unwillingly fubmitted. At 

length, knowing refiftance was in vain, he 

had recourfe to flratagem ; and whenever 

he faw Tyte marihalling his cavalry for fer- 

vice, he fwam over to the ifland; the um¬ 

brageous and tangled border of which I- 

formerly mentioned: there he fed with 

fearlefs impunity till he faw the boat ap¬ 

proach ; whenever that happened he plung¬ 

ed into the thicket, and led his followers 

fuch a chafe, that they were glad to give 

up the purfuit. When he faw from his 

retreat that the work was over, and the 

fields bare, he very coolly returned. Being, 

by this time, rather old, and a favourite, 

the colonel allowed him to be indulged in his 

diflike to drudgery. The mind which is at 

eafe, neither flung by remorfe, nor goaded 

by ambition or other turbulent pailions, 

nor worn with anxiety for the fupply of 

daily wants, nor funk into languor by 

flupid idlenefs, forms attachments and 

amufements, to which thofe exalted by 

culture would not ftoop, and thofe crufh- 

ed by want and care could not rife. Of this 

nature 
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nature was the attachment to the tame ani¬ 

mals, which -the domeltics appropriated to 

themfelves, and to the little fanciful gardens 

where they railed herbs or plants of difficult 

culture, to fell and give to their friends. 

Each negroe was indulged with his racoon, 

his great fquirrel, or mufk rat; or per¬ 

haps his beaver, which he tamed and attach¬ 

ed to himfelf, by daily feeding and ca- 

reffing” him in the farm-yard. One was 

fure about all fuch houfes, to find thefe 

animals, in whom their mailers took the 

highelt pleafure. All thefe final 1- features 

of human nature mull not be defpifed for 

their minutenefs. -—To a good mind they 

afford confolation. 

Science, directed by virtue, is a god¬ 

like enlargement of the powers of human 

nature ; and exalted rank is fo neceffary a 

finiffi to the fabric of fociety, and fo inva¬ 

riable a refult from its regular eftablifhment, 

that in refpecling thofe, whom the divine 

wifdom has fet above us, we perform a 

duty fuch as we expert from our own in¬ 

feriors } which helps to fupport the gene- 

i ral 
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ral order of fociety. But fo very few in 

proportion to the whole can be enlightened 

by fcience. or exalted by fituation, that a 

good mind draws comfort from difcovering 

even the petty enjoyments permitted to thofe 

in the ftate we confider moil abjed and de- 

preffed. 

,1 - : ( ^ t ; / * * 
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C H A P. XXXII. 

Rcfourccs of Madame. — Provincial Cuftoms. 

jt may appear extraordinary, with fo mo - 

derate an income, as could in thofe 

days be derived even from a confide! able 

eftate in that country, how Madame found 

means to fupport that liberal hofpitality, 

which they conftantly exercifed. 1 know 

the utmofl they could derive from their 

lands, and it was not much: fotne mo¬ 

ney they had, but nothing adequate to 

the dignity, fipiple as it was, of their flyle 

of living, and the very large family they 

always drew round them. But with re¬ 

gard to the plenty, one might almoft call 

it luxury, of their table, it was fupplied 

from a variety of fources, that rendered it 

lefs expenfive than could be imagined. 

Indians, grateful for the numerous bene¬ 

fits they were daily receiving from them, 

were conftantly bringing the fmaller game, 

and, in winter and fpring, loads of venifon. 

3 Little 
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"Little money paffed from one hand to ano¬ 

ther in the country ; but there was con- 

ftantly, as there always is in primitive 

abodes, before the age of calculation be¬ 

gins, a kindly commerce of prefents. The 

people of New York and ^hode-Ifland, 

feveral of whom were wont to pafs a part 

of the fummer with the colonel’s family, 

were loaded with all the productions of the 

farm and river. When they went home, 

they again never failed, at the feafon, to 

fend a large fupply of oyfters, and all other 

fhelhfifh, which at New York abounded j 

befides great quantities of tropical fruit, 

which, from the ihort run between Jamaica 

and New York, were there almofl as 

plenty and cheap, as in their native foil. 

Their farm yielded them abundantly all 

that in general a mpfket can fupply ; and 

the young relatives who ‘grew up about 

the houfe, were rarely a day without 

bringing fome fupply from the wood or 

the ftream. The negroes, whofe bufinefs 

lay frequently in the woods, never wil¬ 

lingly went there, or any where elfe, 

vol. i. 3? with- 
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without a gun, and rarely came back empty 

handed, Prefents of wine, then a very 

ufual thing to fend to friends to whom 

you wilhed to fliew a mark of gratitude, 

came very often, pcffibly from the friends 

of the young people who were reared 

and inftru&ed in that houfe of benedic¬ 

tion ; as there were no duties paid for the 

entrance of any commodity there, wine, 

rum, and fugar, were cheaper than can 

eafily be imagined; and in cyder they 

abounded. 

The negroes of the three truly united 

brothers, not having home employment 

in winter, after preparing fuel ufed to cut 

down trees, and carry them to an ad¬ 

joining faw-mill, where, in a very fhort 

time, they made great quantities of planks, 

fiaves, &c. which is ufually ftiled lum¬ 

ber, for the Weft-India market. And 

when a fhip load of their flour, lumber, 

and falted proviflons were accumulated, 

fome relative, for their behoof, freighted a 

veflel, and went out to the Weft-Indies 

with it. In this ftygian fchooner, the 

4 de- 
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departure of which was always looked for¬ 

ward to with unfpeakable horror, all the 

ftubborn or otherwife unmanageable flaves 

were embarked, to be fold by way of 

punilhment. This produced fuch falutary 

terror, that preparing the lading of this 

fatal veffel generally operated a temporary- 

reform at leaft. When its cargo was dis¬ 
charged in the Weft Indies, it took in a 

lading of wine, rum, fugar, coffee, cho¬ 

colate, and all other Weft-India produc¬ 

tions, paying for whatever fell Ihort of 

the value, and returning to Albany, fold 

the furplus to .their friends, after referving 

to themfelves a moft liberal fupply of all 

the articles thus imported. Thus they 

had not only a profufion of all the requi¬ 

sites for good houfe-keeping, but had it in 

their power to do what was not unufual 

there in wealthy families, though none 

carried it fo far as thefe worthies. 

In procefs of time, as people multiplied, 

when a man had eight or ten children to 

fettle in life, and thefe marrying early* 

and all their families increasing faft, though 

p 2 they 
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they always were confidered as equals, ami? 

each kept a peat houfe and decent outfide, 

yet it might be that fome of them were far 

lefs fuccefsful than others, in their various 

efforts to fupport their families; but thele 

deficiences were fuppiied in a quiet and 

delicate way, by. prefents of every thing 

a family required, fent from all their con¬ 

nexions and acquaintances ; which, where 

there was a continual fending back and 

forward of faufages, pigs, roafting pieces, 

&c. from one houfe to another, excited 

little attention i but when Aunt’s Weft- 

Indian cargo arrived, all the families of 

this defcription within her reach, had an 

ample boon fent them of her new fup- 

ply- 

The fame liberal fpirit animated her 

filter, a very excellent perfon, who was 

married to Cornelius Cuyler, then mayor 

of Albany; who had been a molt fucceff- 

ful Indian trader in his youth, and had 

acquired large poffeffions, and carried on 

an extenfive commercial intercourfe with 

the traders of that day, bringing from 

Europe 
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Europe quantities of thofe goods that bell: 

fuited them, and fending back their peltry 

in exchange; he was not only wealthy, 

but hofpitable, intelligent, and liberal- 

minded, as appeared by his attachment to 

the army; which was, in thofe days, 

the diftinguifhing feature of thofe who in 

knowledge and candour were beyond 

others. His wife had the fame confiderate 

and prudent generofity, which ever direct¬ 

ed the humanity of her filter; though, 

having a large family, the could not carry 

It to fo great an extent. 

If this maternal friend of their mutual 

relatives could be faid to have a preference 

among her own, and her hufband’s rela¬ 

tions, it was certainly to this family. The 

eldelt. fon Philip, who bore her hufband’s 

name, was on that and other accounts, a 

particular favourite; and was, I think, as 

much with them in childhood, as his at¬ 

tention to his education, which was cer¬ 

tainly the bell the. province could afford, 

would permit. 

Having become diflinguifhed through 
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all the northern provinces, the common 

people, and the inferior clafs of the mili¬ 

tary, had learned from the Canadians who 

frequented her houfe, to call aunt, Ma¬ 

dame Schuyler; hut by one or other of 

thefe appellations Ihe was univerfally 

known; and a kindly cultom prevailed, 

for thofe who were received into any de¬ 

gree of intimacy in her family, to addrefs 

her as their aunt, though not in the lead 

related. This was done oftener to her 

than others, becaufe (he excited more re- 

fped and affe&ion; but it had in fome 

degree the fandion of cuftom. The Al¬ 

banians were fure to call each other aunt 

or coufin, as far as the mod drained con- 

ftruclion would carry thofe relations. To 

Grangers they were indeed very Ihy at fird, 

but extremely kind ; when they not only 

proved themfelves edimable, but by a con- 

defcenfion to their duftoms, and acquiring 

a {mattering of their language, ceafed to be 

ft rangers, then they were in a manner adopt¬ 

ed : for the fird feal of cordial intimacy 

among the young people was to call each 

I other 
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other coufin; and thus in an hour oF 

playful or tender intimacy 1 have known 

it more than once begin : “ I think you 

“ like me well enough, and I am fure F 

“ like you very well; come, why fhould 

“ not we be coufins? I am fure I fhould 

“ like very well to be your coufin, for I 

•“ have no coufins • of my own where I 

“ can reach them. Well, then you (hall 

“ be my coufin for ever and ever.” In 

this uncouth language, and in this artlefs 

manner, were thefe leagues of amity com¬ 

menced. Such an intimacy was never 

formed unlefs the objeft of it were a kind 

of favourite with the parents, who im¬ 

mediately commenced unde and aunt to 

the new coufin. This, however, was a 

high privilege, only to be kept by fidelity 

and good conduct. If you expofed your 

new coufia’s faults* or repeated her mi* 

nuteft fecrets, or by any other breach of 

conftancy loft favour* it was as bad as 

refufmg a challenge; you were coldly re* 

reived every where, and could never regain 

your footing in fociety. 

Aunt’s 
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Aunt’s title, however, became current 

every where, and was moil; completely con¬ 

firmed in the year 1750, when file gave with 

more than common folemnity a kind of an¬ 

nual feaft, to which the colonel’s two bro¬ 

thers, and his lifters, aunt’s lifter, Mrs. Cor¬ 

nelius Cuyler, and their families, with feveral 

other young peoplerelated to them, afiembled. 

This was net given on a ftated day, but at 

the time when moil of thefe kindred could 

be colle&ed. This year 1 have often heard 

my good friend commemorate, as. that on 

which their family ftock of happinefs: felt 

the firft diminution. The feaft was made, 

and attended by all the collateral branches, 

confiding of fifty-two, who had a claim by 

marriage or defeent, to call the colonel and 

my friend uncle and aunt, befides their 

parents. Among thefe were reckoned three 

or four grandchildren of their brothers. 

At this grand gala there could be no lefs 

than fixty perfons, but many of them were 

doomed to meet no more ; for the next 

year the fmall-pox, always peculiarly mortal 

here, (where it was improperly treated in 

the 
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the old manner,) broke out with great viru¬ 

lence, and raged like a plague; but none 

of thofe relatives whom Mrs. Schuyler had 

domedicated differed by it; and the fkilf 

which fhe had acquired from the communi¬ 

cations of the military furgeoas who were 

wont to frequent her houfe, enabled her to 

adminider advice and affidance, which ef- 

fcntially benefited many of the patients in 

whom fhe was particularly interefted ; 

though even her influence could not pre¬ 

vail on people to have recourfe to inocula¬ 

tion. The patriarchal fead of the former 

year, and the humane exertions of this, 

made the colonel and his coafort appear fo 

much in the light of public benefa&ors, 

that all the young regarded them with a 

kind of filial reverence, and the addition of 

uncle and aunt was become confirmed and 

univerfal, and was confidered as an hono¬ 

rary didindlion. The ravages which the 

fmall-pox made this year among their Mo¬ 

hawk friends, was a fource of deep concern- 

to thefe revered philanthropids; but this 

was an evil not to be remedied by any or- 
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dlnary means. Thefe people being accuf- 

toined from early childhood to anoint them- 

felves with bear’s greafe, to repel the innu¬ 

merable tribes of noxious infeds in funimer, 

and to exclude the extreme cold in winter, 

their pores are fo completely (hut up, that 

the fmall-pox does not rife upon them, nor 

have they much chance of recovery from 

any acute difeafe; but, excepting the fatal 

Infedion already mentioned, they are not 

fubjed to any other but the rheumatifm, 

unlefs in very rare inftances. The ravages 

of difeafe this year operated on their popu¬ 

lation as a blow, which it never recovered j 

and they confidered the fmall-pox in a phy- 

fical, and the ,ufe of ftrong liquors in a 

moral fenfe, as two plagues which we had 

introduced among them, for which our arts, 

ouf friendfhip, and even our religion, were 

a very inadequate recompence. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME., 

gtrahan and Prefion, 
Pihiters-Streetj Londoa* 
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